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* the READER, 2 
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1 DO' 1 not pen to Kal a name 2 


ficient to confer celebtity om an 1 Ry 13 


whoſe ee, is not aner en deck „ not 


„ 


N 2 a og which is 5 — dane 


a ſword into the hand of one Chriſtian to 


wound the peace of another. My e defign 
is, to introduce a book, which appears to 
be well calculated to promote practical 


religion and genuine piety - to promote 


an intercourſe between heaven and earth; 
that the ſoul, by drawing near to God, 
may be changed into the ſame image NP" 
the Spirit of the ood... ns 

This Writer has been a> admired - 
for his energy of ſtyle; and His eaſy and 
familiar illuſtrations: and many who have 


read the Life of Colonel Gardiner, Rm * 


wiſhed to ſee this treatiſe, which he had 


in his hand when God was en to 5 


F n eee is the earneſt, 
He aha: ith 1 Lf 174 Vs 1 BF. 


„„ o THE READER. 


work that wonderful chan ge. Which 
Pr. Doddridge thus relates“. 


hut it very accidentally 1 a he took up 


«« a religious book, which his good mother or aunt had, 
without his knowledge, flipped into his portmanteau. 
«« It was called, if I remember right, The Chriftian Sol- 
« dier, or Heaven talen by Storm, and was written by 
„Mr. Thomas Watſon. - Gueſſing, by the title of it, 


„ that he ſbould find ſome phraſes of his own profeſſion 


or ſpiritualized, i in a manner which he thought might af- 


4 ſord him ſome diverſion, he refolved to dip into it; 


but he took no ſerious notice of any thing he read in 


it, and yet, while this book was in his hand, an im- 
1 2 preſſion was made upon his mind, (perhaps God only 


«© knows how) Which drew after it a train of the wo 
important and happy conſequences.” .. 


That i it may now be attended with the 


n. dende 
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The TOR 7 Heaven rs uffererh 25 and the vols _—_— 
bl take it by force. - 45 7 4 


1 0% 323606 9477 15308. --- 
Jo Baptiſt hearing i in priſon the fame of 4 
J Chriſt, fends two of his diſeiples to him 1 3 
with this queſtion, Art thou be that Hou come; 
or do we look for another? ver. 3. Not (as 
Tertullian thinks) that John Baptiſt knew not 
that Jeſus Chriſt was the true Meſſiah; for he 
was confirmed in this both by the Spi irit r 
God, and by a ſign from heayen, Job i 143% 
But John Baptiſt hereby endeavoured to cor- - 
re& the ignorance of his own diſciples, WhO. 
had a greater reſpect for him than for Chriſt." 

In the fourth verſe Chriſt anſwers their 
queſtion, Go and ſbew Job again thoſe things © 
which ye do hear and the blind receive their ' © 
_ feght, 3 lame walk, the lepers are cleanſed, Se. 
Jeſus Chriſt demonſtrates himſelf ro be the 8 
true Meſſiah by his miracles, which were ret 
and occular proofs of his divinity. Johns 
diſciples being departed; Chriſt falls into an 
Eri and commendation of Johr © 
5 A 1 | 2 408 
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6 HEAVEN TAKEN BY STORM. . 
_Ba tiſt, ver. 7. What went ye out into the 
7 fee; a reed ſbaten with the wind? 
As if C iſt had ſaid, John Baptiſt was no in- 
 cqnftant man, fluctuating in his. mind, and be- 
_ ip faken as a reed from one opinion to 
another; he was no Reuben, unſtable as water, 
but was fixed. and reſolute-in- religion, and a 
priſon could make no alteration in him.— Ver. 
8. But what went ye out for to ſae, a man cloathed © 
in ſoft raiment? John did net indulge. his 
fenfes; he wore not ſilks, but camels hair; nor 
did he affect to live at court, but in a Wider. 
We, Matt fig 3. fo 
Again, Chriſt cormendla- Jebel thi hi 
forerunner, who prepared the way before him; 
He was the morning ſtar which 
did precede the Sun of > thereon and 
that Chriſt might ſufficiently honour this 
holy. man, he doth not only parallel him 
with, but prefer him before the chief of the 
prophets. * * What went ge out for whoa 
a prophet? yea, I ſay 'unto you; 
3-4 Verſe 11. Among them Gd,” 
zorn of women, \there bath. not riſen a- greater 
than 7obn the Baptiſt: he was eminent both 
for dignity of office, and +perſpicuity of 
doctrine; and ſo the text is uſhered. in; from 
lang of Jobm the Baptiſt, until now, the king- © 
dom of heaven fuffereth violence, and the violent 
"RIG In which words there is, 
1. The preface or introduction; from: the 
* 1 Join th __ until now. 3 


began to be awakened out 


bs: at band: he-came hewing 
mens ſins, and afterwards p 
them. Firſt he poured in . 


heaven: John did not ſo nuch 


moſt. gi 


— 
= 


. * 7 
. . _ 1 
- 1 7 2 © . > £ \ Os 
* % l \ 
* , * ; | n * 
* 


„ kali — 7 


fon af thunder, and after his 


Hence learn, what kind of mini 
10 do moſt good, 


namely, that which works 


on the confciences of men. John Bapriſt 


N eee ang. he preached 
| Pann Oe Oe. 
3. 2. Repent, for | the kingdom of beben 


and cutti down 
preached Chriſt to 
vinegar of: the © 
law, then the wine of the Goſpel This was 
that preaching — ſeek afier. | 


pleaſe, as to profit; he choſe rather to diſcover. 
mens fans, than to ſhew his o-] sn 
That is the beſt looking-g 


laſs, not which is 
but which ſnhews the trueſt face. 
That preac hing is to be preferred; Which 


makes the trueſt diſcovery 1 mens ſins, and 
fes them their hearts. Jalus Buphift was 4E 
burying and ſbining light; he did burn in his 


doctrine, and ſhine in his life; and from that 
time men 


-buni- 


them a: fountai 


in Chriſt's blood, they were 


then withed of thats beart, Acts ii. 37. It is 


che mercy to have a ene 
miniſtry. If one had a deſperate wound, he 
would * define.” to . it ſearched to the 
\ borrom: : 


their ſins. ; 8 875 5 : 
ſtry is like © 


898 


preſſed into heaven. Peter, (ho 75 ; 
was filled with a ſpirit of acal) having 705 
bled his mer; their ſins, and opened to 


- - 
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% HEAVEN TAKEN'SY STORM. = 


bottom: who would not be content to have 
their ſouls ſearched, o _ may: have chem 
ee. 1 
2. The matter in the text, The kingdom of 
* ſulfereth violence, and the violent take it by 
force. What is meant by the kingdom of 
heaven? Some interpret it of the doctrine of 
the Goſpel, which reveals Chriſt and heaven. 
So Eraſmus; but I rather by the kingdom df 
heaven underſtand glory; and ſo learned Beza 
and others. This kingdom /uffere:h violence. 
It is a metaphor from a town or caſtle that 
holds out in war, and is not taken but by 
ſtorm. So the kingdom of heaven will not be 
taken without dle ; the violent take it by 
force. 9 4 þ . 
The earth, i 1s: > inhiceinnd * the neck, Matt. 
5. Heaven is inherited by the violent. 
8 Our life is military, Chriſt is our — the 
Goſpel is the 3 the graces are our ſpi- 
ritual artillery, and heaven is only taken in 
a forcible un. £ he words. fall into. two. 
rts.. ) 
$34 The. combat, ſuffereth hm ase 
2. The conqueſt, the violent take it by force..: 
Obe vation. — The right way to take hea- 
ven is by ſtorm: or thus, None get into hea- 
ven but violent ones. This violence hath a 
double aſpect. 
It concerns en as magiſtrates; ardent muſt | 


| be violent. Kt 


— 


then muſt Moſes come with his rod. The 
wicked are the bad humours and ſurfeit of che 


tracy are to he 


„ 229 9 | 2 


* 


AVN TAKEN BY/STORM. | 
ah In puniſhing the innocent. 0 
ronie Urim and Tbummim will do no good, 


common wealth, which by the care of magiſ- 
purged out. God hath placed 


governors. for the terror of evil deers,. L Pet. ii. 


14. They muſt not be like the ſwordefiſh, _ 
which 4 a ſword in his head, but is withouʒt 


an heart. They muſt not have à ſwerd in 
their hand, but no heart to draw it out forthe 
cutting down of impiety. Connivance in a 


magiſtrate ſupports vice, and by not 8 6 

ing offenders he adopts other mens faults, and 
makes them his own... Magiſtracy without 
xeal, is like the body without ſpirits. 10 


. lenity emboldens ſin, and doth but 
Rande hows, e WE. 
2. In defending the innocent. The ma- 


| giſtrate is the aſylum. or altar of refuge for 
e oppreſſed to fly to. Charles Duke: of Ca. 


labria was fo in love with doing juſtice, that 


which whoſoever did rings was lure pt 
to be admitted into the duke's preſence;)or , ; 


have; ſome officers ſent out to hear his cauſe... 


Ariſtides was famous for his juſtice, of whom 


the hiſtorian ſaith, he would never favour anx 
man's cauſe, becauſe he was his friend; not do 
imʒuſtice to any, becauſe he was his enemy. 

oppreſſed 


The magiſtrates ene 118 
man 8 ſhield, - 


* 


8 


he cauſed a bell to be hung at his Palace gate, i "2 


10 | HBAVEN TAKEN 17 STORM. 
This violence concetns men as Chriſtians. 
Though heaven be, given us freely, face by 
muſt contend for it, Eecle. ix. 10. What 
thy band findeth to do, do it with all thy might. 
Our work is great, our time ſhort, our mader 
urgent; we had need therefore ſummon toge- 
ther all the powers of our ſouls, and ſtrive as 
in a matter of life and death, that we may 
arrive at the kingdom above: we muſt net 
only put forth diligence, but violence. For the 
illuſtrating and Oy" * emu * 
mall mern, . 2 
1. What wiolener is not meant have; | 
this violence in the text excludes, 1. A 
ignorant violence; to be violent for that which 
we do not underſtand; Act xvii, 23. 1 LF. 
paſſed by and bebeld your devotions, T found an 


altar with this inſcription; #yvucu Vw, Tb the 


unknown God. Theſe Athenians were violent 


in their devotion; but it might be ſaid to 
them, as Chriſt faid to the woman of Sama- 
ria, John iv. 22. Ye worſhip. ye know not what. 
Thus the papiſts are violent in their religion, 
witneſs their pennance, faſting, dilacerating 
themſelves till the blood comes, but it is a 
zeal citbous knowledge: their metal is · better 
than their eye- ſight. When Aaron was to 
burn the incenſe upon the altar, he was firſt 
to light thei lamps, Exod. xxx. 7. When zeal 
like incenſe burns, firſt the mn _ Ko ; 
| 1 muſt be lighted. . 
a Se" 


A It ec u les a bloody violence, which! is 
two-fold: fi ſt, when ohe goes to Jay violent 
hands upon himſelf... The body is an earthly 
priſon — God hath put the ſoul; we lr 


not break priſon, but ſtay all God by death 
lets us out. The centinal is not to ſtir Wich- 


out leave from his captain; mor nuſt we dare 
to ſtir hence, without God's leave Our bor 
dies. are the temples of che Holy Ghoſt, 
1 Cor. vi. 19. when we offer violence to them, 
we deſtroy God's temple. The lamp of liſe 
muſt burn ſo long as any natural moiſture is: 
left like oil $ feed ate 050 nds h xD aff Jo 
Secondly, When oneitakes away the-life of; 
another. There is too much ef this vialence: 
now-ar days. No fin hatk a louder voice than 
blood, Gen. iv. 10. The voice f ii brother's: 
blood cryeth unto me from the ground. If there is 
a curſe. for him that, 85 F pes hhour: ſecretly, 
Deut. XXvIi. 24. then he yp Res, curled! 


that kills him, If a man had Nain-another © 


unawares, he might; take ſanctuary, and fly to 
the altar; but if he had dene it willingly, the 
holineſs of the place was not to protect Bim, 
Exod. xxi. 14. F nan come preſumptuouſly 
upon his neigbbour to. flay him with. guile, thou 
Galt take bim from mine altar that be, may dis. 
Joab being a man of blood; King Solomon 
ſought to — — him, though beicaught hold on 
Ky horns. of the altar, 1 Kings viii. 29. In 


Bohemia formerly, the murderer was to be 
| We and put 3: the ne: Ln a. 


. ” 1 
. —_ ”- 


is either the bleſſed word of God, wich is 


* is anoient: its grey hairs may make it vene- 


„„  HBAVEN' TAKEN'BY STORM!” 
him wem he Killed. Thus ve tee” what 
violence the text exclades. 5 1 
2. What violence is ee | 
- ip violence. This is two-fold, 1. We muſt. 


be violient for. the truth. Here Pilate's 
queſtion will be moved; what is truth? Truth 


bs Wks aud to} pe __ 


— 


called i x%yG&- , dhe, the word of trutb. 
Or thoſe doctrinals which are deduced from 
the word; and agree with it as the dial with 
the ſun, or the tranſcript with the original; 
as, the doctrine of the Frinity, the doctrine 
of the creation, the doctrine of free grace; juſ-- 
_ tification by che blood of Chriſt, | regenera- 
tion, reſurtection of the dead, and the life f 
| theſe truths we muſt 'be violent for, 


+ > — tas 


glory: 
which is either by bring” advocates for chem, 4 
or martyrs. en IBID]: eee Fs Boar... 
FTruth is the moſt- TOR igt the 


tealt filing of this gold is precious; what ſhall 
we be violent for, if not for truth? Truth 


rable; * comes from him Who f is the ancient a 
f das. Truth is unnerrin erring, it is the far R 
Which leads to Chriſt: © Truth is pure, Pſal. Mc 
cxix. 140. it is compared to Jie ee 
ſeven times, Pſal. xli. 6. There is not the 7 

leaſt ſpot on truth's face; it breaths nothing bh, 
rumphant ;\ it is like el 
great conqueror, When all its enemies lye 1 
dead, it keeps the field, and ſets pp its E 


e Win victory. Truthi may be oppoſe, By 


— 


but ſanctity. Truth is ” 
a 


% 


HEAVEN "cli BY $rokM.” 5 
but never quite depoſed. In the time of. 110 | 
Diocleſian, things ſeemed deſperate ; truth ran 
low : ſoon after was the golden time of Con- ; 
ſtantius, and then truth again lifted up he's 
head. When the water in the Thames is, | 
loweſt, an'high tide is ready to come in. God. I - 0 
is on truth's Hide, and ſo long there is no A 
but it will prevail: the beavens being on fire 2 
I all he diſſolvad, 2 Pet. iii. 1 not that 1 
I cruth which came from heaven; 1 Pet. 0” gl 7 
up Truth hath noble effects. Truth is the 4 
= I of the new birth. God doth. not regene- ' 
rate us by miracles, or revelations, but by the 
| word of truth, James i. 18. As truth is the 
F IN breeder of grace, fo the feeder of it, i fim. 
„i. 6. Truth /an#ifes, John xvii. 17. Sn. 
„% them by thy truth. Truth is the ſeal that, 7 
If leaves the print of its own holineſs. upon 927 3 


eit is both /peculum and lavacrum, a glaſs to 

1 ſhew us our blemiſhes, and a laver to ld hes. 
1 WM them away. Truth makes us free, John viii. 32. 9 
W it beats off the fetters of ſin, and puts us into 18 
* a ſtate of ſonſhip, Rom. viii. 11. and kingſhip, , 
Rev. i. 6. Truth is comforting: this % 
. cheers. When David's harp and viol „ 
N yicld him no comfort, truth did, Pf. cxix. 50 3 
1e 4 


This is my comfort in my affiition, for thy woke __ 
hath quickened me.- Truth 1s an antidote againſt "cos; 
erfor. Error is the adultery of the mind; it . 21538 
ſtains the ſoul, as treaſon doth the blood: © _— 
Errot dammns as well as vice. A man may . 

by BET as piſtol; and what can 
e B | ſtave 


3 


134, eee. 
ſtave off error but truth? The reaſon ſo 
many have been trepanned into error is, be- 
cauſe they either did not know, or not love 
the truth. I can never ſay enough in the 
honour of truth. Truth is the ground of our 
faith; it gives us an exact W of religion; 
it ſhews us what we are to believe. Take 
away truth, and our faith is fancy. Truth is 
the. beſt flower in the church's . crown. We 
have not a richer jewel to truſt God with than 
our ſouls, nor he a richer jewel to truſt us 
with than his truths, Truth is an enſign of 
honour ; it diſtinguiſheth us from the falſe 
church, as chaſtity diftinguiſheth a virtuous 
woman from an harlot. In ſhort, truth is the 
bulwark of a nation, 2 Chron, xi. 17. It is 
ſaid, the Levites (who were the anteſignani, 
the enſign- bearers of truth) /rengthened the 
kingdom. Truth may be compared to the ca- 
pital of Rome, which was a place of the 
greateſt ſtrength; or the Tower of David, on 
which there hang a thouſand ſhields, Cant. iv. 4. 
Our forts and navies do not ſo much ſtrengthen 
us as truth. Truth is the beſt militia of a 
kingdom; if once we part with truth, and 
eſpouſe popery, the lock is cut where our ftrength 
ties. What then ſhould we be violent for, if 


not for truth ? We are bid tTayavic Jai, 0 


2 by contend as in an agony fer. the faith delivered 


to the ſaints, Jude ver. 3. If truth once be 


gone, we may write this epitaph on England's 


tomb-ſtone, The Glory is departed. 


* . > 


* 


* 
tC 
n 
4. 
n , 
a 4 
d 
b 
if 
0 - 
d 
Ce 
's 


but half a reſolution, 4 will to be ſaved, ; 
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2. This holy violence is when we are 


2 


violent for aur own ſalvation, 2 Pet. i. 15. 
Give all diligence to make your callin ng, eleftian _ 


ſire: The Greek word cash, ſigni es ANXIOUS, 


carefulneſs, or a ſerious beating one's thoughts” 
about the buſineſs of eternity; ſuch a care 48 
fets head and heart at work: in this channel 


of religion all a Chriſtian's zeal ſhould, run. 


3. The third thing 1 is, what is implied in 


this holy violence. It implies threg: things: 
1. Reſolution of will. 2. igour 0 Tages. 


3. Strength of endeavour. _ _ 
3 Refolution of the will, Phal., Exix, & 


I bave fworn and will Perform, it, That, 41,w 
keep thy righteous judgments... Whatever, 1 x 

the way to heaven (tho ough there be a lion - 
the way) I will encounter it. Like a reſol 
commander that chargeth through the, 5A 


body of the army. The. Chriſtian, ! is re- 
folved, come on it what | will, he. Will Have 
heaven. Where there is this reſolutio 


danger muſt be deſpiſed, difficulties trampled - 
-upon, terrors contemned. This is the firſt 
thing in holy, violence, refolution, of will; Þ, - 
will have heaven whatever it colt me; and 


this reſolution muſt be in the ſtrength. of 
Chriſt. _ 

Reſolution is like the biaſs to the bowl | 
which carries it ſtrongly. Where there 2 


will to follow ſin, it is impoſſible to be . 


for heaven. If a traveller be unreſolved, 


: 
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ſometimes he will ride this way, ſometimes 
that; he is violent for neither. 
2. Vigour of the affections. The will pro- 
ceeds upon reaſon; the judgment wax in- 
formed of the excellency of a ſtate of glory, 
and the will being reſolved upon a e to 
that holy land, now the affections follow, and 
they are on fire in paſſionate longings aſter 
heaven. The affections are violent "things, 
"Pf. xlii. 2. My ſoul thirfteth for God, for the 
living God. The rabbins nore here, that David 
faith not my ſoul hungreth, but thirſteth; be- 
cauſe naturally we are more impatient of thirft 
than Hunger. See in what à rapid violent 
motion "David's affections were carried after 
God. The affections are like the wings of 
the bird, which make the ſoul ſwift in its 
flight after glory . Where the affections are 
Rirred up, there is offering violence to heaven. | 
3. This violence implies ſtrength of endea- | 
vour, when we ſtrive. Ne ſalvation as about a 
matter of life and death. - It is eaſy to talk of 
heaven, but not to get to heaven: we mu 
put forth all our ſtrength; nay, cal in the help 
of heaven to the work. 
355 4. The fourth thing is, how 88 ways A | 
Chriſtian muſt offer violence? four ways: 
he muſt offer violence, 1. To himſelf. 2. To 
the world. 3. To Satan. 4. To heaven. 
1. He muſt offer violence to himſelf 
3 ſelf. violence conſiſts in two things. 
1 e . Mortification 


ry 1 — * 
„% —«ö—ͤ wt R 
: 


the fleſh: the fleſh is a boſom traitor ; it is like 
all the miſchief. The fleſh is a fly enemy ; 


ſoft embraces, ſucks out all heart for 


The pampering of the fleſh, is the quenching.” 
to ſin, when this tide within is fo ſtrong to 


be faved, Col. 1 mW. 5. Mort: * jour Mo, 
95 dl 
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r. Mortiftcation of ſin. 2. Provocation 0 
du 5 
5 Offering violence to one s ſelk in 4 ri | 
tual ſenſe, conſiſts in mortification of fin: Telt- 

is the fleſh; this we. muſt offer violence to. 
Hierom, Chryſoſtom, Theophilact do all ex- 

pound taking heaven by force, the worth n 


"x 


the Trojan horſe within the walls which dom 


at firſt jt is ſweet poiſon, afterwards a 8 

ſcorpion: it kills by: embracing. The em: 
braces of the fleſh are like the Ivy embraci S 
the oak, which fucks out the ftrength ot ĩt to 
its own leaves and berries: ſo the feſt by its 


Gal. v. 17. The. fleſh luſteth againſt. the fpirtt.. 


of God's Spirit. The fleſh choaks and ſtifle 1 
holy motions: the fleſh fides with ſatan, 1 
is true to his intereſt. There is a E . 

that will not pray, that will not be 

fleſh inclines us more to believe a Ne. 

than a promiſe: there needs no wind to blow 


carry us thither. The fleſh being io near o E 
us, its counſels are more attractivg: no chain 4 
of adamant binds fo faſt as the chain of luſt. 
Alexander, who was conqueror of the world, 


was led captive by vice. Now a man mull 
offer, violence to his acſhly deſires, if he wi 


: 


33 


4 


- 
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members which are —_ the earth. The mor- 
tifying and killing ſin at the root, is when we 
not only forbear the acts of fin, -but hate the 
_ In-being. © 
- Nay, where fin hath received its . 
wound, and is in part abated, yet the work of 
mortification is not to be laid aſide. The 
apoſtle perſuades the believing Romans to 
mortify the deeds of the fleſh, Rom. viii. 13. 
In the beſt of faints there is ſomething needs 
mortifying; much pride, envy, paſſion; there- 
fore mortification is called crucifixion, Gal. v. 
24. which is not done ſuddenly: every day 
Bis limh of the body of death muſt FL off. 
Nothing harder than a 1100 (faith Cyrill) yet 
min che clefts thereof ſome weed or other will 
flaſten its roots. None ſtronger than a be- 
lever; yet do what he can, fin will faſten its 
roots in him, and ſpring out ſometimes by in- 
ordinate deſires. Tbere 3 is ſomething needs 
mortifying. Hence it was St. Paul did 
Nene beat down his body by prayer, watch- 
ing, faſting, 1 Cor. ix. 27. But, is it not 
45 Eph. v. 29. No man ever hated his own. 
Fas fleſh is ak orbit; for he bodily 
compages or conſtitution, ſo it is to be che- 
riſhed; but as fleſh is taken theologically for 
the impure luſtings of the fleſh, fo a man muſt 
hate his. own fleſh. T he Apo tle ſaith, xthly 
lofts war 48 11 1 Pee, ll. 11. If Te, 
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1 
fleſh. doth war againſt us, Sed reaſon we 
ſhould war againſt the fleſh. | FI - - 

How may one do to offer violence to him m- 
ſelf i in mortifying the fleſh? 22 6 
1. Withdraw. the fuel that may make luſt- 
burn. Avoid all temptations. Take heed'of 
that which doth nouriſh fin. He that would 
ſuppreſs the gout or ſtone, avoids thoſe meats 
which are noxious. They who prayſthey ma 
not be led into temptation, muſt not lead. 1 
themſelves into temptation 

2. Fight. againſt fleſhly luſts with nn 
weapons — faith and prayer. The beſt way to 
combate with ſin is, upon our knees. Run to 
the promiſe, Rom. vi. 14. Sin ſpall not have 
dominion over you : or as the Greek word is, it 7 
ſhall- not Lord it. Beg ſtrength of Chriſt, | 
Phil. iv. 13. . Sampſon's ſtrength lay in his; 1 
hair, ours lie in our head, Chrift, This is one 
way of offering violence to one's ſelf by mor- 
te This is a myſtery to the max 
part of the world, who do rather gratify MG: 
fleſh than mortify it. 

2. The ſecond thing wherein offering 1 vio-. | 
lence to a man's ſelf conſiſts is, in provocation 7 
to duty. Then we offer holy violence to-our-, © 
ſelves, when we excite and provoke ourſelves . 1.4 
2 that which is good. This is called in 
cripture, a ing up ourſelves to take bold 0 | 
Cod, Iſa. 1 ee. 2:48 Hite al Me EY 

1. What abſolute need d is © ſtir vp. WE; 
dane to holy duties. i ee ee ons, -: 


l i ” 4 watt Þ * e 
„ 94 zt [hi er 104141 — — > 4 * * 7 « 35% * 
mans 1 2:4 


* vin TAKEN EV STORM: 
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| centre ; it hath an innate Þrope 
ward; but to draw up a mill-ſtone' into the air, 
is done by violence, becauſe it is againſt na- 


ty, is done by violence, and'we mult provoke 
ourſelves to it. 


re floth, Holy David awakens his 
tongue and heart when he went about 8 


_ fe&rvice, Pſal. Ivii 8. Awake my 
Aa e Wat 
- mation to ſleep, nd a dullneſs in his foul, 


8 


In reſpect of the fuggiſhneſs of our hearts 


to that which is ſpiritual, blunt tools need 


whetting; a dull creature needs ſpurs. Our 


hearts are dull and heavy in the things of God, 
therefore we had need ſpur them on, and pro- 
voke them to- that which is good. The fleſh 


hinders from duty: when we would pray, 


the fleſh reſiſts; when we ſhould ſuffer, the 
| fleſh draf#s back. How hard is it ſometimes 
to get leave of our hearts to ſeek God? J eſus 


Chriſt went more willingly to- the croſs, than 


ve do to the throne of grace. Had» not we 


need then provoke ourſelves to duty? If our 
hearts are fo unſtrung in religion, we had need 
propars and put them in tune. 

The exerciſes of God's worſhip are contrary 
to nature; therefore there muſt be a provoking \ 
of ourſelves to them. The motion of the foul - 
to fin is natural, but its motion towards hea- 
ven is violent. The ſtone moves eaſily to the 
nſeneſs down- | 


ture: ſo to lift up the heart to heaven in du- 


2. What it is to provoke ourſelves to duty. 
1. It is to awaken ourſelves, and ſhake off 


my/eif will awake early. He 


therefore 
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therefore did provoke himſelf to duty. 17 WY | 
ſelf will . early, Chriſtians, though they 
are raiſed from the death of ſin, yer often Rur - 
fall aſleepß . 
2. Provoking ourſelves to duty, 5 A 
uniting, and rallying together all the powers 
of our ſoul, and ſetting them on work in the 
exerciſes of religion. A man ſaith to his 
thoughts, Be you fixed on God imghis duty, 
and to his affections; do you ſerve the Lord 
without diſtraction. Matters of religion ae : 
done with intenſeneſs of ſpirit 12 145552581 
3. The third thing is to pk the 10 
duties of date wherein we muſt provoke 
and offer Vice 0 ourſelyes: I. al name 
lever, MINE: Tho Mat! 5114Kt 1 | 
1. We muſt povales: Were to th 

ing of the — 4 What an infinite mere is 
it that God hath honoured us with the Scrip- 
WM tures! The barbarous Indians have not the ora 
5 cles of God made known to them: they have 
2 the golden mines, but not the Scriptures, 
which are more to be deſired than pink 1 fine 
gold, Pal. xix. 10. Qur- Saviour bids us | 
ſearch the Scriptures, John v. 39. We muſt 
not read theſe holy lines careleſsly, as if they 
did. not concern us, or run them over. haſtily, 
as Iſrael ate the paſſover in haſte, but peruſe . 
them with reverence and ſeriouſneſs. The 
noble Bereans did ſearch. the Scriptures daily, 
Acts xvi. 11. The Scripture is the pandect 
of divine as it is the rule and W 
* 


* 
11 ; 5 
© read- * | 
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None of truth; out of this well we draw the 
water of life. To provoke to a diligent read- 


ing of the word, labour to have a right notion 
of Scripture. 


Read the word as a book made by God | 


-himſelf. It is hee rtv, given by divine in- 
"-ſpiration, 2 Tim. iii. 16. It is the library of 


the Holy Ghoſt. The prophets and apoſtles 


were but b Yeapppareic, God's amanuenſes or 
'notaries to write the law at his mouth. The 
word is of divine original, and reveals the deep 
things of God to us. That there is a numen 
or deity is engraven in man's heart, and is to 
be read in the book of the creatures; but who 
this God is, and the trinity of perſons in the 
Godhead, is infinitely above the light of rea- 
fon, only God himſelf could make this known. 


80 for the incarnation of Chriſt, God and man 


hy poſtatically united in one erſon ; the 'myf- 


_tery of imputed righteouſnefs; the doctrine of 


faith: what angel in "heaven, who but God 
himſelf could reveal theſe things to us? Ho- 


may this provoke to diligence and ſeriouſneſs 
in reading the word which is divinely_inſpired. 


Other books may be made by holy men, but 
8 book is indited by the Holy Ghoſt. 


adore the fulneſs of Sctipture, faith Turtul- 
lian. The word teacheth us how to pleaſe 
Bod; how to. order our converſation in the 


| world: it „ us in all things -that — 


Read the word as a perfect rule of faith; it 
TE. contains all things effential to ſalvation. 1 


0 
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either to prudence or piety. How! ſhould we 
read the word with care and revererice, When 
it contains a perfect model and platform of 


religion, and i 1s Fable N TE 


2 Tim. iii. 17. 

When you 0 the word, look on it as 4 
ſoul-enriching treaſury. Search here as for a 
vein of ſilver, — ii. 4. In this word are 
ſcattered many divine — gather them 


up as ſo, many jewels. This bleſſed DR . 


helps to enrich you; it fills your head w 
knowledge, and your heart with grace; 2 
ſtores you with 
in bonds. Init 
hid: what are all the world's riches to theſef 
Iſlands of ſpices, coaſts of pearl, rocks of dia- 
monds! Theſe. are but the arr. that repro- 
bates may have, but the word gives us DUE: 
riches which angels have. 

Read the word as a book of evidence: 


How carefully doth one tead over his — | 


ces? Would you know. whether God be your F 


God? ſearch "a revard uf Scripture, 1 John 


ii. 24. Hereby we know: be abides in us by b 
Spirit he bath given us. Would-you know whe- 
ther you are heirs of the pra yon? muſt find 


it in theſe ſacred writings,” 2 Thel. Ul. 1. 


vgh ni#ification; | 
4 that beveſs.. 85 


hath choſen us to ſalvation-thro 


They who are veſſels —_ 
{els of glory. 


Look upon the mea as 10 C prtual mage- 
Zine, . — which — = your wen-. 


> o 


\ - 


romiſes; a man may be rick 
field the pearl f price is 
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3 pons to fight againſt ſin and ſatan. 1. Here 
to fight againſt ſin. The word 
of God is a conſecrated ſword, that cuts aſun- 
der the luſts of the heart. When pride be- 
gins to lift up itſelf, the word f the ſpirit 
deſtroys this ſin, 1 Pet. v. 5. God reis the 
Proud. ” When paſſion vents itſelf, the word of 


are weapons 


ane like Hercules club, -bexrs down this 
angry fury, Eccleſ. v. 9. Anger refts in the bo- 


ſom of fouls. When luſt boils, the word of 
God cools that intemperate heat, Eph. v. 5. 


No unclean penſon bath any inberitance in tbe 


kingdom of Griſt: 2. Here are weapons to- 


fight againſt Satan. The word fenceth off 


temptation. When the devil tempted Chriſt, 


he three times wounded the old ſerpent, with 
the {word of the Spirit. It is written, Matt. 
iv. 7. Satan never ſooner. foils a Chriſtian, 


than when he is unarmed, and wahout Ie 


ture 


may ſee your faces; in this glaſs you may ſee 
your hearts, ' Plal. cxix. 104. Through hy pre 
cepts I get underſtanding. This looking-glaſs of 


the word clearly repreſents Chriſt: it ſets him 


forth in his perſon, nature, offices, as moſt pre- 


cious and eligible, Cant. v. 16. He is altoge- 
ther lovely; ; he is a wonder of. beauty, a para- ; 
| diſe of delight. Chriſt who was vailed over 


types, is clearly revealed in the glaſs. of - 
ma ani the Look 


weapons. 
Look upon dane won ana ſpiritual: gif. v8 
dreſs, : — by: ne is a — for 
the blind, Pſal. xix. 8. In other glaſſes you 
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Look upon che word as a book. of ſpixitual Tf 
92 receipts. Baſil compares the word to an apo» © 
thecary's ſhop, which hath all kind of medi- ol 
cines and antidotes. - If you find yourſelves =? 
dead in duty, here is a recipe, Pſal. cxix. .. 
Thy word hath quickened me. If you find ont 
T hearts hard, the,word doth. Baue and melt 
| them; therefore is compared to fire for its. 
mollifying power, Jer. Xxiii. 29. If you a = 1 
poiſoned with ſin, here is an hetb to ape! it. 3 
Look upon the word as a ſoverei . 3 
* pe. yqu in diſtreſs; it ts. ou 
all Jour fins, temptations, and afflicr - 
Fn, 85. 13 Are the, promiſes, but Wine ca- 
dials to revive fainting ſouls. A us 
heart gges feeding on a promiſe. as Sampſon 
on the: haney-comb, Judg. xiv. 9. The word 
comforts againſt ſickneſs and death, 1 Cor. v. 
55. 'O': death, * is thy Ning? A Chriſtian 
dies embracing the om as Simeon * 
Chriſt, Heb. Xi. 16. | 
Read the word as the laſt will and teſtament — 
of Chriſt. Here are many: ies given to 
them that love him; pardon [Wt adoDUeRs 
conſolation; chik will; is. in force, ſealed in 
Chriſt's blood, With What ſeri 


n 


* 


25 a child read over the will and teſtament of * 
1 facher, that he may ſee what is left him. 
Toe Read it as a book by. which you; muſt & 


fn i 5 25 . ohn xii. 48. The word I haue 


Hall judge bim at he Jaſt. day. They who live 
> according + ſhall. he. e 


K 
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ueyvitted; they who, live contrary to them, ; 
Mall be condemned. There are two books | 
God will go by, the book of conſcience, and 
] 
\ 
| 


che book of Scripture: the one ſhall be the 

winefs,und:theorher the Judge. How ſhould 
evety Chriſtian then provoke himſelf to read 
this: book of God with eare and devotion! 
This is that boek which God will proceed by 
ut the laſt. They who fly from the word as 
| a, mull be forced to ſubmit to it as a 


l. The ſecond: auey uf religion, 
muſt provoke durſelves 1 18, in hearing F the 
word. We may our bodies to the word 
Wich eaſe, but not our hearts, without offering 
wiolenee to oufſelves. When we come to the 
word preached, we come about a buſineſs of 
che higheſt , therefore ſhould ſtir 
up ourſelves and hear wich che greateſt devo- 
tien. Conſtantine the emperor was noted for 
his reyerend attention to che word, Luke Xx. 


vein we 


N . the people were attentive to hear bim. 
In- the Greek it i is, they hanged upon his hp. 
____ . When the word is diſpenſed, we are now to 
luft up. che everlaſting doors of our hearts, chat 
"yhe King:of flog m Ser in PN 
Ho far are they from offering ien to 
themſdives in hearing, who ſcarce mind What 
Is ſaid, as if they were not at all concerned in 
the buſineſs: they come to · church more for 
euſtom than conſeience, Ezek. - xxxiii. 31. 
ans to thee as the people cometh, and * 
0 i / 
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it before thee as my. people, and; hear thy words, 


but they, will not do them. If we could 
them of a rich purchaſe, or of ſome. plage 


preferment, they would diligently” attend; but - 
when the word "of life is en they dil | 


regard it. ME 


2, How fa are they ih along ds 


to themſelves. f in bearing who, _ bad the 


ro choral) tel take a receipt — 
ſleep. The word is to feed it 18. f 


fleep at meat. The word jodgeth men; 2 5 
ſtrange for a priſoner to fall afleep, at the Na 


To ſuch ſleepy hearets God may: ſay, A 
He may ſuffer them, to be ſo, ſtupifisd, cha, 
no ordinance ſhall awaken them, Matt, ii 
2 "White mean: ſlapt, the enam came um fawed - 
„The devil never allecp, but ſos this 
— 2 7 


That we may, when. we come 2 


offer violence t ourſelves, and rg 
ſelves to hear with devoten, 1 
1. It is God that ſpeaks to us, Ita 
give a charge upon the bench, all lien, - 
a king ſpeaks, all 


ourſelves, we are to hear God in this preacher. 


Therefore Chriſt is ſaid, Nom to ſpeak: to us 
bd is 


from heaven, Heb. xii. 25. Chriſt 
his miniſters, as a king ſpeaketh in the perſon 


of his ambaſſador. When Samuel knew it 
r 
e 


4 


— 


ba. 
give attention. When ve 
come to the word, ee ſhould think — 


* 


weer, 


not remember: here is the reaſon; God 


— SO. 3 — 
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ear, 2 Sam. iii. 5. 


Speak, Lord, thy ſervant bear- 
eth. They who flight God ſpeaking in his 
word, - ſhall hear him ſpealting' in his wrath, 
Pf. ii. $: Try Jace Ext. ane to b in bis 
wmratb. 8 Mat +00 

2. Lee us confiter the win of the 
matters delivered to us. As Moſes faid to 
Ifrael, Deut. xxx. 19. 7 call heaven and earth 
to record this day, that I bave ſet before you life 
and death. We preach to men of Chad, and 
the eternal reco ces; here are the magna- 
Lie legis, the weighty matters of the la w; and 
doth not all this call for "ſerious attention? 
There is a great deal of difference between a 
letter of news read to us, and a letter of ſpe- 
cial buſineſs, wherein our whole land Aris 
 eſtare is concerned. In che wort! preacheth 
"Gur ſalvation is concerned; here we ar inſtruct· 
eld to the kingdom of God; and if ever we will 
1 — it t. mould be now, Deut. xxx. 
is not a vain thing for you, betuuſe it is your ii 

3. If the word be not vegarded, jr wild not 
be remembered.” Many complain they can- 


niſheth their careleſſneſs in heating, with for- 
getfulneſs. He ſuffers ſatan to take amy che 
word from them, Matt. xifi. 4. The fools": 

abe air came and dæbourel the feed. The devi 
is no recuſant; he comes to church, but it is 
not for any good intent; he“ gets away the 
_ word from men. How many have been 
robbed of the ſermon „ ſouls both 2 
once. 1 . 


"HEAVEN TAKEN AT rh e © 
5h: ee eee 
will to us in his word? it may he the 
laſt ſermon that ever we ſhall — 2 
may from the place of hearing, to the place | 
of judging. Did - think thus when 
come into the houſe of God, perhaps this wi 

be the laſt time chas God will — 
our: ſouls; rhe: laſt time that ever we ſhall fo" 
our miniſter's face, with what devation woult _ 
they come! How would their affactions be all 
on fire in hear 


- 


aringl. We: give great attention _ 
to the laſt ſpeeches of friends: a parent te 
3 ee ee ey 3 | 
provoke us tn di © earing: let 
think this maq be tlie laſt rime that Aaron's — 
bell ſhall ſound in our cars; atid esd a * 
ther dap, we ſhall be in another word. | | 
The third duty wherein ud ar offet 2 
violence td ourſelves, is in prayer.” Prayers _ 
a duty which keeps the trade af religion n 
going. When we either join in Pat with 
others, or pray alone, we gut ue hoh vie 


A eee GY OO 


k 
5 


DDr 


lence; not eloquence in „ hut violence 
carries it. T heodorus ſpeaking of: Luther, | 
nde, ſaich haz 1 Ouerkennd Am 
16 but,  goort God, ene eee eee 
of 0 he pray! It was with ſu mack reverence as 
il r he were ſpeaking ta Ad, yer with: 
is WW © much confidence; as if he lad (been 
e ing to his friend. There muſt bea ft 
i | - 
at 


up of ; 03; 
©: 6 A ſtirringg 9 


2 fte 


— 
7 


— — 
— 


— — 
—— — 


puaring our heart is by holy thoughts and: eja- 
_ culations. The muſician firſt tunes is: 
ſtrument before he p lays 3 i tr AL 10 


. 1. There muſt — ii 


and ſoul to God, which cannot be done aright 
without offering violence to one's ſelf. The 
names given to prayer import violence. It is 
| called wrefling;Gen: xxxil. 24. and pouring out 

The foul,-1 Sam. i. 15. both which imply vehe- 


4 jet crea The Apoſtle ſpeaks of an ef- 
fectual fervent prayer, nn phraſe 
0 
| lence 'to-themſclves in Prayer, 1. That give 

God a dead zheartleſs prayer. 

have the blind offered, Mal. i. 8. 
ever awaken. God? Such as mind 


ould mad then; Thoſe 


ä 
— 


. How far are they from offering 
that give God diſtradted prayer? while they 
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go HEAVEN TAKEN, BY STORM | |, 
Job xi 1g. e ers eee und 
elch ous thine hands towards bim. This pres 


in- | 


ng up of the heart 
in prayer. Prayer is a lifiing up:of the mind 


The affection is 


required as well as 


violence. Felle 
far are they from offering yios | 


Alas! 


fer the blind as the dead. Some are half 
aſleep when they pray; and will a ſleepy ꝓrayer 
not their 
how do they think that God 
prayers God likes 
ſeething hot from the heart. 
violence, 


beſt which comes 


and trade. How can ye ſnoat right whoſe eye 


2 is quite off the mark? Ezck. xxxiii-g1.: Their 
| . goes * © ty" 


8 


2 lained of Hit oy 
; — with this? Win a 9 1820 | 
thaMfhile: his ſubject is deliveringa:petigzans 
and. ſpeaking: to him, he ſhauld be playing 
with a feather ? When we ſend our heart n 
an errand to heaven, ho often do they leiter 
and play by the way This is matter © 
| bluſhing; that we may offer violence to ur- 
ſelves, and by fervency feather the ving ol 
prayer let theſe things roy Sr duly weighed, . 
The majeſty of God with whom werHi 
to do. He goon how it is with us in prayer, 
whether we are deeply affected wich thoſe 
things we prey 22 The king cams in to ſee the © 
gueſts; Matt. xxii. 11. So when we g0 t 

, the King of glory comes in to ſee in hat 
1. weare: he hath a window; wwhiels looks 
into aur breaſts, and if he ſees à fend: heart, 
be may turn a deaf ear. Nothing will nr 
make God's anger wax hot than a:cold-prayer. 
Prayer without fervency and violence, is n 1 
prayer; it is ſpeaking, not rec Lifelees 
prayer is no more prayer, picture E ö 
man is a man. TO mT S — is not 0 | 
pray; Aſchanius taught his parrot the, Lord's 
prayer. St. Ambroſe faith ell, Idis the liſe 
and affection in Ms that baptisezie i — _ 
gives it a name It is the g wislence and 1 
-wreſtling of the affections that make inn 
Prayer, . na frapet. Zut a man ay 
= m bourgn ‚ f ue AE A 
tos 


< N 
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fay as Phagoah, 1\ aus dreamed a dream; Gen. 
1 15. n Ne OC £107. 700: 
The zeal 24 violence of the affections 
in Posper beſt foits with God's nature. Me is 
Spirit, John iv. 24. and ſure: that prayer 
which is full of life and ſpiri 
meat be loves, 1 Pet. ii. 5. 
arceptable to Go. Spiele 
duty, is like the ſpirits of wine, which are the 
more refined part of the wine. Bodily. exer- 
ciſe profits nothing. It is not the ſtretehing of 
the lungs, but the vehemency of the «deſire 
makes muſic i nGaf'sears: 225} oth aa? 
Conſider the need we have of thoſe things 
- which weft i in prayer. We come to aſk the 
favour of God; and if we have not his love, 
all that we enjoy” is curſed tous. We R 
that our ſouls may be waſhed in Chriſt's 
blood; and if ke waſh us not, w have uo part 
in him. Theſe are ſuch mercies, that if God 
deny us, we are for ever undone; therefore 
what violence had we need put forth in prayer? | 
When will a man "oder if ee Sen 5 
begging for his life? ct 3" 
8, Let it provoke. ls in prayer to 
conmſider thoſe age which we aſk, God hath 
a mind do grant. If a fon afſe nothing but 
what his father is "willing to beton, he may be 
the more eatneſt in his ſuit. We go to Gol 
or of fin; and no work more pleaſing 
to bim than to ſeal pardons. NMerey is bis dt.. 
6 18. eee 


[onflification. © | We pray' chat God would 


thing may excite prayer, and carry it in eee 
for nothing but wWHar God is more willing to 


beſpangle 


1 


up, there is without prayet; 
ho ſhould we ply tts bar; and by an holy | 
violence nir up ourſelves to take hold of GOd. 


5 ſpinte in prayer hath the promiſe of mercy 
fixed to it, Matt. vii. 7. Knock: and it 


WG en . that all whoa 


zen wen r STOR: | 


holy lere and this prayer is according is 
will, 1 Thef. zw. 3. 1c i he will of Godpyout 


would give 
us af heart to love him No pleaſing muſt 
this requeſt needs be to God This, rf any 


chariot up to heaven, hen we know we pray 


gram than we are to/aſk; 110 is 1200 GO 
6. _— can be beftowedion us hut ii 
a way of prayer. Merey is vrchaſed b 
Chriſt's * blood, but i it is — -tr by EE: 
All the promiſes are bonds made oyeritorus, 
but prayer puts theſe bonds in ſuit. The Lord 
had told Iſrael with what rich merey he Would 
le them; he would bring chem-20 their 2 
bearts, /Ezek. xrrri. 26. Vet this ter of - 
would not drop. it its iron; will a- 
all this wi I. ver he-enguiretds: The breaſt f 
God's mercy is full, but puer muſt draw the 
breaſt. "Surely, if all other ways are blocked 
to be done 


ME 


lt is only violence and intenſeneſs of | 


- 


bales 
opened. Knocking is a violent motion, The 
Zdiles* among the Romans had; their doors 


tions 


1 


- HEAVEN TAKEN BY STORM; | 
tions might have free acceſs to them. Goc 


heart is ever open to fervent᷑ prayer. Let us 
then be fired with zeal; and with Chriſt pray 


6 whacever mercies we ſtand in need of. 
8. The large returns God hath given u 
4 prayer. This dove ſent to heaven, hath 
often brought an olive-leaf in its moutiu PL. 
xxxiv. 6. This poor man cried, and the Lord 
beard him. Crying- prayer prevails. *Daniel 


| ſhut: the: lion's mouth, and open the lion's den. 
Fervent prayer (faith one) hath. a kind of om- 
nipotency in it. Sozomen faith: of Apollo» 


rx 0 he 6 Sleidan 
ports er, that perceiving 

religiom to be low, 2 
at length. 


cloſet triumphantly; faying to his friends, we 


bave overcome, e have overcome. At which 


time it was obſerved; there came out a pro- 


ſhould be further moleſted ſbr the profeſſion of 


the Goſpel. How may this encourage us, and 
make us hoiſt up the falls of prayer, when 


others of the ſaints have bad fuchgaod e: 


That we may put forth this oh: oldie 
prayer, it 15 requiſite there be a-renewed-} _ 


7 ciple of grace: XN the peri be gracel 


yet more earneſtly, It is violence in prayer 
makes heaven gates fly open, and fercheth. it 


in-the den prayed and . Prayer did 


„ ben & wor 2 


nius, that he never aiked-any thing of God in | 
of 
e nor kat ore AHORA | 


elamation from Charles the Fifth, that none 


| Joi the holy. land. ft 


wonder 


$4. 


. —— 
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wants.” A 
will be earneſt in eraving un 
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* the prayer is heartleſs. Phe "ey. 
while it isl, hath no heat. in it: 8 
is dead in ſin, he can have no heat in duty © | 
2. 1 20 we may be the more violent in 
prayer, it is good to pray with a ſenſe of our 
ar that is pinched with want, 
an'alms:- » Chriſtian, 
review thy wants: thou wanteſt an humble 
ſpiritual 3 of heart: thou wanteſt che light 
of God's'countetiance? the ſenſe of want will 
uicken prayer, That man can never pray 
fot ervently, that doth not pray fedlingly. -How 
earneſt was Sart\ for Water, hen he Was 


reich to die, Judg. xv; LI. I die for , 


9 "If we wouli/be violent in pra 
beg a violent Wind. The 8 
reſembled to a ig bb¹ ind Acts Ii. 4. 
'T hen we are viblent, hen this bleſſed wind 
fils our ſails, Jude ver. 20. Praying in ib Holy 
Gbeß. H any fire he in our ſherifice} tvs 
down from heaven. ee ee e en, | 

The fourth duty wherein we muſt offer 
Vielenes to ourſelves, is meditation; a duty 
herein 1 and life-blood of reli- 
St Bernard calls meditation, a Bait 


pirit of God is 


Nesse 
Naas mar be thus deſeribed; ait is an 
holy exerexe- of the mind „whereby we-bruig 


ſeriouſſy ponder upon them, and apply them 


"to Surſeives, | tat! meditation there are two 
> all * 9812 er T5; n 


ver let us 


7 


And another faith Arn wv. 


che truths of God to remembrance, and do. 
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41. AiChriſhan's zetiring.of himſelt, 3 
| inghimſelf up from the world. Meditation is 
a work which cannot be done in a crow. 
2. It is a ſerious thinking on God. It is not 
a few tranſient 4 that are quickly gone, 
but a fixing andi ſtaying the mind upon hea- 
venly objects: chis cannot be done without ex- 

eiting all che powers of bur ſouls, and aas 

3 violence to ourſelves. - ic 200 53; 1052 
We are the more to provoke ourſelyes to 

this duty, becauſe My 
nl. Meditation, is ſo croſs to. ein aa 
blood. Naturally we ſnun holy meditation. 
To medlitate on worldly ſecular things, if. it 
Were d pe can do it without any ſ IEEE. | 
ſion; but to have our thoughts fixed on God, 
how hard do we find it: how do our hearts 
Iquarrel with this duty? * legs, ang ex- 
cuſesichave;we+to-{hift,ar off? The natural 
averſeneſs from this, duty ſhews, we are to 
offer violence to ourfelves in it. 
1a. Satan doth what he can to hinder this 
Auth. He is an enemy to meditation, The 
devil cares not how much we hear, nor how 
little we. meditate. Hearing begets know- 
ledge, but meditation begets devotion... Me- 
dition doch ballaſt the heart, and makes it ſe- 
rious; and ſatan labours to keep the heart 
from being ſerious. W hat need therefore 1 is 
* thre, of offering violence to ourſelves mn this 
duty? But — J hear ſome ſay, when 
"_ *- alone they know not what to mn 
of; 


"ok 
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of; 1 ſhall: therefore: furniſh them with matter Mo 
of meditation. | 
1, Meditate Wen upon the 8 
of your nature. We have loſt that pure quins 
teſſential frame of ſoul that once we had. 
There is a ſea of ſin in us. Our nature is 4 
ſource and ſeminary. of all evil: like Peter's - 
ſheet, wherein were wild beaſts and creehng 
things, Acts x. 12. This fin cleaves to us as - 
a leproſy. This original pollution makes us 
guilty before the Lord: and though we ſhould 
never commit actual ſin, this merits Hell. The 
meditation of this would be a means to pull 
down our pride. Nay, even thoſe that have 
grace have cauſe to walk humbly, RO 
they have more corruption in them than . 
* their dark ſide is broader than their light. bY 

2. Meditate ſeriouſly upon the death and Wl” 
paſſion of Chriſt. His foull i was over-caft with | 
a cloud of forrow when he was conflicting with' 
his father's wrath; and all this we ſhould have 

ſuffered, Ia. Iii. 5. He wwas wounded for our 
tranſgr ons) As David faid, Lo, I baue ned, 
but theſe ſheep, what have they" dune? 2 Sam. 
xx1v. 17. So we have ſinned, buy this' Lambs 
of God, what had he done 5 
1. The ſcrious meditation of this would proc 
duce repentance. How could we look 
him whom wwe have pierced, and not mourn overs. 
him? When we confider how dear our fins 
coſt Chriſt; how ſhould we ſhed * n of 
our ſins which ſhed Chriſt's blood. "2351 
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a 


a. The meditation of Chriſt's death would 
fire c our hearts with love to Chriſt. W hat. 


friend ſhall we love, if not him who died for 
us? His love: to us made him cruel to him- 


ſelf. As Rebecca faid to Jacob, Gen. xxvii. 


13. Upon me, upon De be the curſe. So ſaid 


Chriſt, Upon me be the curſe, that poor ſinners; 
may inherit the bleſſing. 


3. Meditate on your evidences for heaven. 


What have you to ſhew for heaven, if you, 
mould die this night? 1. Was your heart ever 
thoroughly convinced of ſin? Did you ever ſee. 
yourſelt loſt without Chrift? Conviction is the 
fiſt ſtep to converſion, John viii. 16. 2. Hath 
God ever made you willing to take Chriſt 
upon his own terms, Zach. vi. 13. He ſhall be 
a prieſt upon bis throne. Are you as willing 


that Chrift ſhould be upon the throne of your 
heart to rule, as a prieſt: at the altar to inter 


cede. Are you willing to renounce thoſe fins 


to which-the biaſs of your heart doth naturally; | 
iacline? Can you ſet thoſe ſins as Uriah in the 
fore front of the battle to be ſlain? Are you 


willing to: take Chriſt for better for worſe; to 


take him with his, croſs; and to avouch Chriſt 
in the worſt of times. 3. Have you the in- 


1 dwelling preſence of the Spirit? If you haye, : 
what hath God's Spirit done in you? Hath it 


made you of another ſpirit; meek, merciful, 


it left the impreſs of its own holineſs upon you? 


eh are good evidences for heaven. By. 


theſe, 


kumble ? Is it a transforming Spirit? Hath 
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theſe, as by a ſpiritual touch-ſtone, you may 
know whether you have I or no. Be- 
ware of falſe evidences. None are further 
from having the true "Ty than they that 
content themſelves with the counterfeit. - „ 
4. Meditate upon the uncertainty of alt ſab: 
lunary comforts. Creature delights have their 
flux and reflux. How oft doth the ſun | 
worldly pomp and grandeur go down. at hom. 
Xerxes was forced to fly away in a ſmall vefleh 
who but a little befote wanted fea-room- + 
his navy. We ay every thing is mrtable; 
but who meditates upon it? The wor 5s 
reſembled to a /eq of glaſs mingled 40th "firbs 
Rev. xv. 2. Glaſs is ſlippery ; it hath ne fire 
footing: and glaſs mingled with fire is ſubjeQt 
to conſume. All creatures are fluid and d 
certain, and cannot be made to fix. a What's 
become of the glory of Athens, or the p 
of Troy? 1 John it. 17. The wort 4 
away: it flides away as a ſhip in full fail. How 
quickly doth the ſcene alter, and a low] e 
ſucceed an high tide? There is no truſting 
any thing: health may be turned ta fickneſs * 
friends may die; riches may take wings. We 
are ever upon the tropics. The ſerious me- 
ditation of this would, © RE 
1. Keep us from being ſo deceived Po the 


world. We are ready to ſet up our reſt 5 

Pſ. xlix. 11. Their inward thought is, that Weir 

houſes ſhall continue for ever. We are 2 

think that our mountain flands firong. - Oe 
„„ dream 
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* 


meditate. how caſual and uncertain theſe things 


* 


comfort of it. They lay up for a child; that 


are, we ſhould not be ſo often deluded. Have 
not we ſeen great diſappointments, and where 
we have thought to ſuck . there we have 
drank wormwood? _ 

2. The meditation of the uncertainty of al 
things under the fun, would much moderate 
our affections to them. Why ſhould we fo 
eagerly purſue an uncertainty ? Many take 
care to get a great eſtate; it is uncertain whe- 
ther they ſhall keep it. The fire may break 
in where the thief cannot: or if they do keep 
it, it is a ne whether they ſhall have the 


child may die; or if he live, he may prove a 
burden. This, ſeriouſly meditated on, would 
cure the dropſy of covetouſneſs; and make 


u ſit looſe to that which hangs ſo looſe, and! 1s 


Wy 


* ready to drop off from us. 


„3. The meditation of this uncertainty 


would make us look after a certainty; that is, 


the. getting of grace. This holy anointing 
 abiges, 1 John ii- 27. Grace is a flower of 
eternity. Death doth not deſtroy grace, but 
tranſplant it, and make it grow in a better ſoil. 
He that hath true holineſs, can no more loſe it 


than the angels can which are fixed ſtars 1 in 


glory. 


3 Meditate of God's ſeverity N fin. 


5 arrow in God's quiver is ſhot againſt it. 
Sin bumed Sodom, and drowned the ez 
wor 
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dream of an earthly eternity. Alas! did we 
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world. Sin kindles hell. 1f ven ſpark gt 
God's wrath" flies into a man's conſeiente, it i 
ſo terrible, what is it then hen God ſtirs up. 
all his wrath? Pf. bexwiii. 39. The 
tion of this would fright us out of our ins! 
There cannot be ſo. much ſweetneſs in ſin, 8 
there is How dreadful is God's anger? 
Pſ. xc. "Who knoweth the power" of bis = 


wrath? Al fire compared with the fre 6. 


God's wrath is painted and imaginary. O chat 

every time we meddle with fin, we woulck 
think with ourſelves we chooſe" the dramble, | 
and fire will come out of this ramble to 4 
vour us. 1 on 


6. Meditate l life; 1 N 285 


This is his promiſe, even eternal life. Life ww? - 


ſweet, and this word eternal makes it ſweeter. 


This hes in the menen viſion and fruitzem N 


ef God. 


that animal life which we live now. Here v 


hunger and thirſt; but there -we ſhall hanger 3 


#0 more, Rev. vii. 16. There is the marri⸗ 


ſupper of the Lamb, which will not only fatis 0 


fy hunger, but prevent it. That blefled liſe 
to come doth not conſiſt in ſenfnal delights, 


meat, and drink, and muſic; nor in the 
comfort of relations; but che. Pul will he 
wholly ſwallowed up in God, and | 
him with infinite complacency. | As when the 
ſun appears, the ſtars vaniſh: i when Godt 


o 
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„„ HEAVEN TAREN BY STORM. 5 
Hall appear in his glory, and fill the ſoul, then 
f all earthly ſenſitive delights ſhall vaniſh. _ 
. Itiis a glorious life. The bodies of the 
1 gigs ſhall be enamelled with glory : they ſhall 
1 made like Chriſt's glorious body, Phil. iii. 
5 And if the cabinet be of ſuch curious 
8 ene how rich ſhall the jewel be that 
is put into it! how beſpangled with glory ſhall 
the ſoul be! Every faint ſhall wear his white 
robe, and have his throne to ſit upon. Then 
| God will put ſome of his own glory upon the 


fſaints. Glory ſhall not only be revealed to 


| 5 but in them, Rom. viii. 18. And this 
life of glory ſhall. be crowned with eternity; 
what angel can expreſs it! O let us often me- 
on this. 
. The meditation of eternal life would 
: make us labour for a ſpiritual life. The child 
muſt be born before it is crowned. . We muſt 
be born of the Spirit, before we are (crowned 
with glory. . 
EY 4 meditation of eternal life monk? 
comfort us in regard of the ſhortneſs of natu- 
ral life. Our life we live now, flies away as a 
- ſhadow: it is called a floruer. Pf. ciii. 15. a va- 
Pour, Jam. iv. 14. Job ſets forth fragil liſe 
very elegantly in three of the elements, land, 
water, air, Job 1 ix. 25, 26. Co to the land, 
and there man's life is like a ſwift poſt. Go 
to the water, there man's life is like a ſhip 
under ſail. Look to the air, and there man s 
life is like a flying — We are wn 
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to the grave. When our years do increaſe, 
our life doth decreaſe. Death creeps upon us 

by degrees. When our ſight grows wn dion; then 
death creeps in at the eye. When our bear- 
ing is bad, then death creeps in at the ear. 
When our legs tremble under us, then is 
death pulling down the main pillars of the 
houſe; but eternal life — 109 us againſt the 
ſnortneſs of natural life. That life Gon come is 
ſubject to no infirmities; it knows no period. 
We ſhall be as the angels of God, capable of _ 
no mutation or change. Thus you have ſeen 


ſix noble ſubjects for your: thoughts '1 to p- 
tiate upon. FEE 
Chriſtian? Hes. 


But where is the medicniog 
I might lament the want of holy — 
Moſt people live in a hurry; they are ſo di- 
tracted with the cares of ho world, that they 
can find no time to meditate; or feline: alle. 
their ſouls how they do. We ate not like the 
ſaints in former ages. David did meditate in 
God's precepts, Pfa. cxix. 15. 1/aac walked in 
be evening to meditate, Gen. xxiv. 63. He did 
take a turn with God. What devout medita- 
tions do we read in St. Auſtin and Anſelm? 
but it is too much out of date among our mo- 
dern Chriſtians. Their ſtars haue left 0 | 
earth; | 
. Thoſe beaftsunder ain which did 8 
the cud were unclean. Such as do not chew: 
the cud by holy meditation, are to be reckoned, | 
nne the unclean, But 1 ſhall rather turn 
my 


' 
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my lamentation into a perſuaſion,” intreatings 
Chriſtians to offer violence to themſelves in 
this ſo neceſſary duty of meditation. Pytha® 
gorus ſequeſtered himſelf from all ſociety, and: 
lived in a cave for a whole year, that he might: 
meditate upon philoſophy. How then ſhould: 
we retire and lock up ourſelves at nnn A 
Guy, that we may meditate upon glory. 
1. Meditation makes the word act tos 
fit; it works it upon the confciences. As the 
dee ſucks the flower, fo by meditation we fuck. 
out the ſweetneſs of a truth. It is not the re- 
ceiving of meat into the mouth; but the di- 
geſting of it makes it nutritive. So it is not 
the receiving the moſt excellent truths in at the 
ear, that nouriſheth our ſouls, but the digeſt- 
ing them by meditation. Wine poured into a 
eve runs out. Many truths are loſt, becauſe 
migiſters pour chis wine! into ſieves, either into 
teaking memories, or feathery minds. Midi- 
tation is like a ſoaking rain, that goes to the 
root of a tree, and makes it bring forth fruit. 
2. Holy meditation quickens the affections, 
Pf. cxix. 97. O how love I thy law; it is my 
meditation all thy day. The reaſon our affec- 
tions are ſo cold to heavenly things, is becauſe 
we do not warm them at the fire of holy me- 
ditation! As the muſing on amorous objects 
makes the fire of luſt burn, the muſing on in- 
juries makes the fire of re burn: fo me- 
ditating on the tranſcendent beauties of Chriſt 
would make our love to Chriſt flame forth. 
3. Meditation 


EN BY: STORM. a 
at Meditation hath a power in 
it. The hearing of the word may affect us: If. 

but the meditating of it doth--transform'us. ©? 
Meditation ſtamps the impreſſion of dirine 7 ; 
truths upon dur hearts. By / meditating of 

God's holineſs, we grow holy. As — 
cattle, by looking on the rods, cbnceive ike 

| the rods: ſo while by meditapion | . look 

' upon God's purity, we are changed: 


likeneſs, and are made mn Fs 
nature. | 
produceth Tee Pla. 
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+4 Meditation 
cxix. 59. 1 thought on my ways and turned myfeet 
unto thy teſtimonies. - Did but people "meditate 
on the damnableneſs of fin; 00 they but think . . 
when they meddle with it, there is a rope at te 
end of it, which will hang them eternally in 
hell, they would break off a courſe; of: ſinning 
and become new creatures. Let all this per- | 
ſuade to holy meditation. 1 dare be bold to 
ſay, if men would ſpend but one quarter of an 
hour every day in contemplating heavenly ob- 
jects, it would leave a mighty impreſſion upon 
them, and through the bleſſing of God might 
prove the beginning of an happy converſion. ; 
But how ſhall we do to meditate? Sed heme, ©. 
Get a love to ſpiritual »Weuſvally 
meditate on thoſe things which we love. The 
voluptuous man can muſe on his pleaſutes: 
the covetuous man on his bags of gold. Did 
we love heavenly things, we ſhould meditate 


more on them. Many ſay 4 anna medi- 
. #5 


* 
* 
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rate; becauſe they want memory; but is it not 


rather becauſe they want affection? Did they 


love the things of God, they would make them 


their continual ſtudy and meditation. 


F. The fifth duty wherein we are to 1 


violence to ourſelves, is felf- examination; a 
duty of great importance: it is a parlying with 
one's own heart, Pf. Ixxvii. 7. I commune with 
ay own heart. David did put interrogatories 
to himſelf. 'Self-examination is the ſetting up 
a court in-conſcience, and keeping a regiſter 
there, that by a ſtrict ſerutiny a man may 


know how things ſtand between God and his 
own foul. Selk examination is a ſpiritual in- 
quiſition; a bringing one's ſelf to trial. A 


good Chriſtian dothꝭ as it were begin the day 
of judgment here in his owa ſoul, Self: 


when he makes a diſſection in the body, diſ- 
covers the inleſtina, the inward parts, the heart, 


liver, arteries: ſo a Chriſtian anatomizeth him 


felf; he ſearcheth what is "fleſh, and what is. 
; ſpirie; what is ſin, and what grace, Pf, lexvii. 7. 

My. fpirit'made diligent ſearch: as the woman in 
the Goſpel did light a candle and ſearch for 
her loſt groat, Luke xv. g. fo conſcience is 
the candle of the Lord, Prov. xx. 27. A Chriſ- 
tian by the light of this candle muſt fearch his 
foul if he can find any grace there. The rule 
by which a Chriſtian muſt try himſelf, is the 


word of God. Fancy and opinion are falſe 


—B ape 


ſearching is an heart anatomy. As a ſurgeon, | 


ual condition, by- che cannon of Scripture. 
This David calls a lamp unto his feat, Fſ. n 
105. Let the word be thy umpire to decide 
the e whether we have grace or not. 
We judge of colours by the ſunz ſo we mult; 
judge of the eſtate ee ſauls ed a en yo 
Scripture 5 171 
. bi RO is a great duty inc 
it requires ſelf- excitation: it cannot polhbly 
be done without e. violence D. G. 
ſelves 
1. Becauſe the. duty in Aalelt i difficult.) « 
1. It is a work, of (felE-retlexion; it lies moſt | 
with the heart. It is hard to look inward: 
External acts of religion are eaſy; to liſt up 
the eye to heaven, to bow the knee, to read: 
a prayer; this requires no more labour than for 
a papiſt to tell over his beads; but to examine 
a man's ſelf, to turn in upon his on dul, , . 
take the heart as a watch all in pieces, and ſee * 
what is defective ; this is not caſy. Reflexive: 1 
acts are hardeſt. The eye can ſee every thing 
but itſelf, It is eaſy to {py the faults of others, 
but hard to find out our own. 2. Euamina- 
tion of a man's ſelf is difficult, becauſe oft. 
love. As ignorance. blinds; ſo ſelf-love flat - 
ters. Every man . is ready to thinꝭ the beſt o 
himſelf. What Solomon — of love to our: 
neighbour, is moſt true of ſelſ · love: it hide: 2 | 
multitude of evil, Prov. x. 142. A man lobking * 4 
upon himſelf in the glaſs of ſell⸗love, his vir- 7 


tues appear greater than they — 5 
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| leſs. Self- love makes one rather exeuſe what 


| _isamifs, than examine it. 


2. As examination is in ſelf difficult; of it 
is a work which we are very hardly brought 


to. That which cauſeth a r to 
ſetf. examination is, 


1. Conſciouſneſs of guilt. sin e 


inwardly, and men are loth to look into their 
hearts, left they ſhould find that which fhowld 
trouble them. It is little pleaſure to read the 
hand- writing on the wall of 

Chriſtians are like tradeſmen that are finking 


in theireſtates; they areloth to look over their 


books, or caſt up their accounts, left they 
ſhould find their eſtates low: So they are loth 


to look into their guilty hearts, leſt they ſhould 


find ſomething there which ſhould affright 


them; as Moſes was — at the debt of 


| te rod: turned into à ſerpent. 


* 


2. Men are hardly brought to this dury, 


W of fooliſh preſumptuous hopes: they 
fancy their eſtate to be good ; and while hey 
weigh themſelves in the ballance of preſump- 
tion, they pals for current. Many take their 
ſalvation on truſt. The fooliſh virgins thought 


they had had oil in their lamps as well as 


the wiſe, Matt. xxv. Some are not ſure of 


their ſalvation, but ſecure. If one were to 
buy a peice of land, he would not take it upon 

truſt, but examine the title. Hoy confident 
are ſome of ſalvation, yet never examine their 


W . to n 
3 Men 
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conſcience. Many- 


HEAVEN TAKEN BY- STORM. 49 © 


Nen are not forward to examine them- 
ſell es, becauſe they reſt in the good © 


of others; how-vain is this! Alas! one may 


be gold and pearl in the eye of others; yet 


God may judge him reprobate liver: others 


may think him a ſaint, and God may wrire 


him down in his black book. Judas was looked 
upon by the reſt of the Apoſtles, as a true be- 
liever; they would have been ready to have 
given their hands to his certificate, yet he was 
a traitor. Standers by can but ſee the out- 
ward carriage; they cannot tell what evil is 
in the heart. Fair ſtreams may run on the top 
of a river, but vermin may lie at the bottom. 
4. Men are hardly brought to examine 


themſelves, becauſe they do not believe . | 


ture. The Scripture faith, the heart is deceitful 
above all things, Jer. xvii. 9. Solomon ſaid 
there were four things too wonderful for him 


that he could not know, Prov. xxx. 19. He 


might have added a fifth; the way of man's 


heart. The heart! is the greateſt impoſtor; it 


will be ready to put one off with 


grace, inſtead of ſaving. The heart will — 


ſuade that a light tear is repentance; a-lazy 


deſire is faith, Now becauſe the generality of 
people do not. believe that there is ſuch fallacy 
in their hearts therefore they are ſo ſloww to 
examine them. This natural backwardneſs 
in us to ſelf-refleion, ſhould cauſe us to 2 


the more violence to ourſelves in making 
thorough diſquiſition and ſearch of our —— 


1 
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Oh that 1 might prevail with Chriſtians, to 
take pains with themſelves in this great work 
* js examination. There ſalvation depends on 
It is the note of an har lot; ſhe is ſeldom 
bis home, Prov. vii. 11, 12. Her feet abide 
not in her houſe; now ſhe is witheut, now in the 

; frreets. It is a ſign of an harlot profeſſor, to 
be altogether abroad, ſpying the faults of 
others, but 1s never at home with his own 
heart. Oh let us try our hearts, as we do gold 

by the touch-ſtone. Let us examine our ſins, 

and finding out this leaven, burn it. Let us 
examine our grace, whether it be of the right 
kind. One went into the field to gather herbs, 
and he gathered wild gourds, and then death 
was in the pot, 2 Kings iv. 40. So many think 
they have grace, the right herb, but it proves 

a wild gourd, and brings death and damnation. 

That we may offer violence to ourſelves in 

this great buſineſs of examination, let theſe 

few things be ſeriouſly weighed. 

4-46 Without — we can never 
know how it is with us. If we ſhould die pre- 
ſently, we cannot tell to what coaſt we ſhould 
fail; whether to hell or heaven. It is reported 

of Socrates, when he was going out of the 
world, he had this ſpeech, © I am now to die, 
« and the gods know whether I ſhall be 
cc happy or miſerable.” That man who is ig- 
norant of the ſtate of his ſoul, muſt needs have 
the trembling at the heart, as Cain had a 
thaking in 1 fleſh. * a ſerious ſcrutiny of 
our 
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hidden pollutions. When Pharoah's ſteward 
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our hearts, we come to know to what gy | 
we belong, whether to the prince of Peace, or or 
the prince of the air. e 

2. If we will not try ourſelves, God will try 
us. He will examine us as the chief captain 
did Paul, by ſcourgi g, Acts xxii. 24. He will 
aſk that queſtion as Chriſt, cbgſe image an 


ſuperſcription is this? And if we cannot thew 


him his own image, he will reject us. 

3. There is ſecret ccrcuption within, which 
will never be found out but by ſearching: 
There are in the heart (as Auſtin faith} 


accuſed Joſeph's brethren of having the cup, 


they durſt have ſworn they had not the cup in 


their ſack. | Little doth a man know what 
atheiſm, pride, uncleanneſs 1 is in his heart, an 
he ſearcheth. A 
4. The great advantage which will accrue 
to us: the benefit is great which way ſoever 
things turn. If upon examination we find 
that we have not grace in truth, then the mif- 
take is diſcovered, and the danger prevented. 
If we find that we have grace, we may take 
the comfort of it. How glad was he that had 


found the pearl of. great price? He that upon 


ſearch finds that he had but the leaſt degree 
of grace, is like one that hath found his box 


of evidences : he is heir to all the e 


and in a ſtate of ſalvation. 
And that we may 


go on the more Meng, 


ſively in chis work, let us deſire God to help 
8 rs 
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us to find out our hearts, Job xxxiv. 32. 
; That which I ſee not teach thou me. Lord, take 
boff the vail; ſhew me my heart; let me not 
: periſh through miſtake, or go to hell with 
hope of heaven. 
The ſixth duty wherein we muſt offer vio- 
lence to ourſelves is, the religious ſanctifying of 
the Lord's day. That there ſhould be a day of 
holy reſt dedicated to God, appears from the 
inſtitution. Remember to keep bely the ſabbath 
day. Our Chriſtian ſabbath comes 1n the room 
I of the Jewiſh ſabbath: it is called re 
nazpe, the. Lord's day, Rev. i. 10. from Chriſt 
the author of it. Our ſabbath is altered by 
Chriſt's own appointment. He aroſe this 4 
| out of the grave, and appeared on it often to 
his diſciples, 1 Cor. xvi. 1. To intimate to 
them (faith Athanaſius) that he tranferred 
the ſabbath to the Lord's day. And St 
Auſtin faith, that by Chriſt's riſing on the firſt 
day of the week, it was conſecrated to be the 
Chuiſtian ſabbath i in remembrance of his re- 
ſurrection. This day was anciently called 
dies lucis, the day of light; as Junius obſerves, 
The other days of the week woudd be dark, 
were it not for the ſhining of the Sun ef Rigbte- 
-eufneſs on this day. This day hath been cal- 
2 led by the ancients, regina dierum, the queen of 
days. And St. Hierom prefers this day above 
all ſolemn feſtivals. The primitive church 
had this day in high veneration: it was a great 
badge of their . for when the nn 
8 Was 
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rance from the Babyloniſh captivity Was ſo 
great, that it drowned the remembrance f 


redemption, 


w Oh 11.10 


of our 
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was aſked, Keepeſt thou the ſabbath? the an- 
ſwer was made, I am a Chriſtian, and dare not 
omit the Celebration of the Lord's day. What 


great cauſe have we thankfully to remember 
this day! As the benefit of [act's deli ver- 


cheir deliverance from Egypt, Jer. . 14. 
ſo the benefit of our deliverance from ſatan s 
captivity, and the riſing of Chrift from finim- 
ing the glorious work of our redemption was 
ſo famous, that in reſpect of his other benefits, 
receive as it were a diminution. Great was 
the work of creation; but greater the work af 
redemption. It. coſt more to redeem us, chan 
make us. In the one, there was only the 
ſpeaking a word, Pſ. cxlviii. 5. in the other 
the ſnedding of blood, Heb. ix. 22. The 
creation was the work of God's fingers, Pf. 
viii. 3. the redemption the work of his arm, 
Luke i. 5. In the creation God gave us ur- 
ſelves; in the redemption he gave us himſelf. 
So that the ſabbath putting us in mind of our 
ought to be obſerved with tbe 
higheſt devotion. Herein we mult offer holy 
violence to ourſtives. 7 1 5 ao 
When this bleſſed day approacheth, we d 


ſhould labour, „„ 


our hearts may be ſanctifiet. 
We muſt on this Jay reft Goin all ee 

As Abraham, suchen he weyt 

to ſacrifice, left his ſervant and als as che C- 

E 3 | tom 
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tom of the hill, Gen. xxii. 5: ſo when we are 
to worſhip God this day, we muſt leave all-ſe- 
zular buſineſs behind. And as Joſeph, when 
he would fpeak with his brethren, thruſt out 
che Egyptians, ſo when we would have con- 
\ enerſeawith God this day, we muſt thruſt, out 
all xarthly employments. Though works. of 
neceſſity may be done, and works of charity, 
A for. God will have mercy, and not ſacrifice) 
yet in other caſes we muſt ceaſe from all 
worldly negociations. It is obſervable con- 
cerning Mary Magdalen, that ſhe refuſed to 
anoint Chriſt's dead body on the ſabbath day, 
Luke xxiii. 56. ſhe had before prepared her 
ointment, but came not to the ſepulchre till 
the ſabbath was paſt. She reſted that day from 
civil work, though it were a commendable and 
:glorious: work ; the anointing of Chriſt's dead 
_ 

When this bleſſed day ec we muſt 
lit up aur hearts in thankfulneſs to God, that 
he hach put another price into our hands for 
te gaining of heavenly wiſdom. - Theſe are 
ur ſpiritual harveſt days; now the wind of 
God's Spirit blows upon the ſails of our affec- 
tions, and we may be much furthered on in 
our heavenly voyage. Chriſtian, lift up thy 
heart to God in thankfulneſs, that he hath given 
thee another golden ſeaſon, and be ſure thou 
improve it; it may be the laſt. Seaſons of 
grace are not like the tide; if a man miſſeth 
one ride, he may have r "Ii 
. 24 4 ä | 18 


3 — 3 ww —_ * 


T 


* 


2 


their garments be 


un_ TY Ow * W hd ah. 


= jy bs Gt VV wu © 


% 


HEAVEN TAKEN BY STORM. 3. | 


This day approaching, we muſt i in the morn- 
ing dreſs and fit our fouls for the receiving of 


the word. The PeOPp eople of Iſrael muſt waſh 
ore the law was delivered to 
them. Our hearts muſt, be-waſhed- by prayer 


and repentance, the oracles of God VE, 175 0 


be delivered to us. 


And being met nm we muſt ſet our- 
ſelves as in the preſence of: God wich ſeriouſ- 
neſs, and delight to hear God's ſacred word. 


Take heed: of diſtractions which 57. _ our 
duties. 


Wi'oe muft labour to be! bettered bw every 


ſabbath: where the Lord lays out coſt, he 
looks for fruit. . Freſh anointings of God are 
to be thirſted after; and new cubits to be added 
to our ſpiritual ſtature. - We muſt not be like 


the ſalamander, which lives in the fire, but is 


never the hotter. Chriſtians ſnould on theſe 
days aſpire after communion with God, and 
endeavour to have the lapſes of his Spirit, 


and clearer diſcoveries of his love in Chriſt. 4 


In ſhort, we ſhould do on a ſabbath as Moſes: 
he aſcended the mount that he . have a 


ſight of God, 
We muſt dedicate the whole day to "Gai. 
Under the law a ſingle ſacrifice was appointed 


for other days of the week; but two Lambs 
were to be offered upon the labbath. All chis 


day muſt be ſpent with God: he muſt have 
worſhip in public; and when we come 
gs he mt have _ worſhip. 12 
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leave all their religion at church (as I have | 
| ſeen ſome do their bibles) not hallowing God's 
name in their own houſes, Mal. iii. 8. Wil a 
man rob God? When men pretend to worſhip 
God in the temple, but cut him ſhort of family 
and cloſet-duties'on a ſabbath; this is to rob 
God, and ſteal a part of his day from him. 
Good reaſon we ſhould conſecrate the whole 
fabbath to God, and give him'double devo- 
tion, for God doubles his bleſſings upon us 
this day. As the manna did rain twice as 
much on the ſixth day, as any of the other 
days; ſo the manna of ſpiritual bleſſings falls 
twice as much on the ſabbath day as any other. 
We 'muſt rejoice in this day, as being a 
day wherein we enjoy much of God's pre- 
ſence, John viii. 56. Abraham ſaw my day and 
rejoiced; ſo when we fee a ſabbath day com- 


ing, we ſhould rejoice. The proteſtants in 


France called their church paradiſe, becauſe 
there they met with God. The Jews called 
the ſabbath, the deſire of days, Ifa. Iviii. 13. 
Thou ſhalt call the ſabbath a gbr. This we 
ſnould look upon as the beſt day, as the queen 
of days, crowned with a bleſſing, Pſ. cxviii. 24. 
This is the day which the Lord bath made; we 
vill rejoice and be glad in it. He hath made 
all the days, but hath ſanctified this. We 
ſhould look upon this day as a ſpiritual mart 
for our ſouls, wherein we have holy commerce 
and traffic with God. This day of reſt is the 
beginning of an eternal reſt, This day God 


ſets 
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ſets open the pool of Betheſda in which thoſe 
waters flow that refreſh, the broken in hearts. 
And ſhall not we call this day a delight? '- The 
Jews on the ſabbath laid aide their ſackeclodls 
and mourning. | 
This is in a right manner to o ſanRify:s a duty; „ 
and it is a duty wherein Chriſtians muſt excite. f 
and offer violence to themſelves. _ 
Above all others, how well doth it OBE 5 
thoſe into whoſe hands God hath put the 
power of magiſtracy to ſhew forth holy vio-- 
lence in cauſing the Lord's day to be ſtriftly ' ß 
obſerved? What a rare pattern hath Nehemiah. | 
{ct all good magiſtrates, Neh. xiii. 15. In _ E 
days ſat I in Judah ſome treading wine-profſes un 
the ſabbath, and bringing in ſheaves, and all man- 
ner of burdens «which they brought into Jeriſalem 
on the ſabbath day, and 7 25 againſt them in 
the day wherein they ſold victuali, verſe 17. 
Then I centended with the nobles of Judab, and + 
ſaid unto them, what evil thing is this that ye 18 kt 
and prophane the ſabbath day? How dare ye in 
fringe the. command, and 5 a falſe entry 
upon God's freehold? My lord, your 8 
mation for the pious obſervation of the ſab- 
bath, and your punitive acts upon ſome offen- 
ders, have given a public teſtimony of your 
zeal for this day. The keeping up the ho- 
nour of the ſabbath, will much bog up Tu 
magiſterial honour “. 


h book was d:dicated to the then Lord W of 
| London. | | 
The 


5 HEAVEN TAKEN BY STORM. 
The ſeventh duty wherein we muſt offer 
violence to ourſelves, is holy conference: and 
indeed we are back ward enough to it, there- 
fore had need herein provoke ourſelves, Mal. 
ili. 17. They that feared the Lord ſpake often 
one to another. A gracious perſon hath not 
only religion in his heart, but in his tongue, 
Pl. xxxvii. 30. The law ef God is in bis beart, 
and his tongue talketh of judgment: he drops holy 
words as pearls. It is the fault of Chriſtians, 
that they do not in company provoke them- 
ſelves to ſet good diſcourſe on foot: it is a 
ſinful modeſty: there is much viſiting, but 
they do not give one another's ſouls a viſit. 
In worldly things their tongue is as the pen of 4 
ready writer; but in matters of religion, they 
are as if their tongue did cleave to the roof ef 
their mouth. As we muſt anſwer to God for 
idle words, ſo for ſinful ſilence. | 
Oh let us offer violence to ourſelves in this, 
in ſetting on foot good diſcourſe ! What 
ſhould our words dilate and expatiate upon 
but heaven? The world is a great inn; we are 
gueſts in their inn. Travellers, when they are 
met in this inn, do not ſpend all their time in 
ſpeaking about their inn; they are to lodge 
there but a few hours, and they are gone; but 
they are ſpeaking of their home, and the coun- 
try whither they are travelling. So when we 
meet together, we ſhould not be talking only 
about the world; we are to leave this pre- 
Sh MY f 8 ſently; 


— 
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ſently ; but we ſhould talk of our- Oy 
country, Heb. xi. 16. _ | 


That we may provoke ourſelves to 
diſcourſe (for it will not be done e 2 | 


kind of violence) let theſe conſiderations I She 


duly weighed. | 

The diſcourſe demonſtrates what the tener 
is. As the glaſs ſhews what the face is, whe 
ther it be fair or foul ; ſo the words ſhew what 
the heart is. Vain ſpeeches diſcover a light 
feathery heart; gracious ſpeeches are che born 
of a gracious heart. The water of the. con- 
* _ what the ſpring is. 

y conference is very edifying. g. The 

ct "bids us edify one another, Ephel. iv. 29. 
And how more than this way? Good con- 
| ference enlightens the mind when it is ig 
norant; warms. it when it is frozen; ſettles it 
when it is wavering. A good lite adorns reli- 
gion; good diſcourſe propagates it. | 

Gracious diſcourſe makes us reſell 


Chriſt, His words were perfumed with holi-. 


neſs: grace was poured into bis lips, Pſ. xlv. 2. 
He ſpake to the admiration of all: his hands 
wrought -miracles, and his tongue ora- 
cles, Luke iv. 22. All bare him witneſs, and 
wondered at the gracious werds which proceeded 
out of his mouth. Chriſt never came unto any 
company, but he ſet good diſcourſe on foot. 
Levi made him a feaſt, Luke v. 29. and 
Chriſt feaſted him with holy diſcourſe. When 


he came to * well, he preſently mn 
-. © 
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of the water of life, John iv. The more holy 
our ſpeeches are, the more we are like Chriſt. 
| Should not the members be like the head? _ 
Sad takes ſpecial notice of every good word 
we ſpeak when we meet, Mal. iii. 16. They 
that feared the Lord ſpake often one to another ; 
and the Lord hearkened and heard, and a book of 
remembrance was written before him: Taimer- 
lain, that Scythian captain, had always a book | 
by him of the names and good deſerts of his 
ſervants which he bountifully rewarded. As 
God hath a battle -for the tears of his people: 
ſo he hath a book in which he writes down all 
their good ſpeeches, and will make. honoura- | 
ble mention of them at the laſt day. | 
Foly diſcourſe will be a means to bring 
| Chriſt i into. our company. The two diſciples | 
were communing of the death and ſuffi of | 
Chriſt; and while they were ſpeaking, 31% 
Chriſt came among them, Luke xxiv. 
While they communed together, Jeſus himſelf — 
near, and went with them. When men entertain 
bad diſcourſe, ſatan draws near, and he makes 
one of the company; but when they have holy 
| and gracious conference, Jeſus Chriſt draws | 
near, and wherever he comes he brings a bleſ- 


| Ling along with him. So much for the firſt, 


the offering violence to ourſelves. 
2. We muſt offer violence to ſatan. Satan 

. oppoſeth us both by open violence, and ſecret 
treachery. By open violence, ſo he is called 
the red dragon; by ſecret treachery, ſo he s 


calle 


fiery darts, Epheſ. vi. 16. becauſe 


— o AE. is 46.. 
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called the old ſerpent; We read in Seripture 1 
ol his ſnares and darts; he hurts more his | 


ſnares, than by his darts. ne 6 

1. His violence. He labours to ſtorm the 
caſtle of the heart: he ſtirs up te , 
revenge. Theſe are called 80 2 


the ſoul on fire. Satan in re 


gard of h Heres: * 
neſs is called a lion, 1 Pet. V. 8. Wu adver- 


ſary the devil as a roaring lion 4walktth but 
ſeeking whom he may devaur. 


Not( faith Chry 
ſoſtom) whom he may bite, bot deva: 
2. His treachery Wit le ee de by 
force, he will en to de y aud. 8 
tan hath ſeveral” rongele ſubtil Fain o K | 
tempting. '- „„ 

In ſuiting his cemprations withs: YN 
and temper of the body. Satan ſtudie 
phyſio omy, and lays  ſvitable Baits. He 
knew Achan's covetuous' a pope, and rerfipe- 
ed him with a wedge" of He t 
the ſanguine man wich beauty. a 

2. Another ſuhtilty is to draw men-wienl, 


under a pretence of pry The pirate dat 
miſchief by hanging out falſe colours: ſogdoth - 
ſatan by hanging out the colours of religion, 
He puts ſome men upon finful actions; a 


perſuades them much will come of . 


He tells them in fome caſes they may diſpenſe _ 
with- the rule of the word, and ſtretch their _ 


conſcience ITY Tas line, — they may a 
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in a capacity of doing more ſervice; as if 
God needed our fin to raiſe his glory. 1 
3. Satan tempts to ſin gradually. As the 

huſbandmen digs about the root of a tree, and 
by degrees looſens it, and at Jaſt. it falls, ſo ſatan 
ſeals, by degrees, into the heart: he is at firſt 
more modeſt: he did not ſay to Eve at firſt, eat 
the apple; no, but he goes mote ſubtilly to 
work; he puts forth a . "thy Hath God ſaid: 4 
ſure, Eve, thou art miſtaken; the bountiful 
God never. intended to debar thee one of the 
| beſt trees of the garden. Hath God ſaid? ſure, 
God did not fay it; or if he did, he 
never really- intended it. Thus by degrees he 
wrought her to diſtruſt, and then ſhe took of 
the fruit and eat. Oh take heed of fatan's | 
- A#rſt motions to 1 that ſeem more modeſt, I 

Ale is firſt a fox, and then a lion. 

4. Satan tempts to evil, in lawful Nati 
It was lawful for Noah to eat the fruit of the 

pe; but he took too much, and fo ſinned. 

Nets turns that which is good into evil. 
Eating and drinking may turn to intemper- 
ance. Induſtry in one's calling (when exceſ- 
five) is covetouſneſs. Satan draws men to an 
immoderate love of the creature, and then 
makes them offend in that which they love. 

As Agrippina poiſoned her huſband Claudius 
in that meat he loved moſt. | 

g. Satan puts men upon doing good out of 

bad ends: if he cannot hurt them by ſcanda- 
lous actions, he will by virtuous 11 
8 5 us 
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Thus he-tempts ſome to eſpouſe relle dut 

of policy to get preferment, and to giye am 
for applauſe, that others may ſee their gogd 

works, and canonize them. This ae 


doth leaven the duties of religion, and mak 
them loſe their reward. ne 
6. The devil pe to evil by ſuch us os 
are good. This ſets a gloſs u eo. his ng, 
tions, and makes them lefs cted. The 
devil hath made uſe ſometimes * the moſt 
eminent and holy men to promote his temp 
tions. The devil tempted Chriſt by aff af | 
tle. Peter diſſuades him from ſuffering.” Aral | 
ham, a good man, bid his wife equivocate* Say, 
Thou art my fifter- Theſe are his ſubtilties in 
tempting. Now here we muſt offer-violenee - 
to ſatan. 1. By faith, 1 Pet. v. 9. bon refiff 
Aedfaſ in faith. Faith is a wiſe intelligent 
grace; it can ſee an hook under the bait. 2. It 
is an heroic grace; it is ſaid &ri-ravy above all, 
to quench the fiery darts of ſatan. | Fnich efiſta i 
che devil. ane, 
1. As it doth! keep che caſtle of the heart 
that it doth not yield. It is not the be ing . 
tempted makes us guilty, but giving conſent. | 
Faith enters its proteſt againſt ſatan. a. 
2. Faith not only not yields, but beats beck 15 


the temptation. Faith holds the promiſe in 


one hand, and Chriſt in the other: the promiſe | 
encourageth faith, and Chriſt ſtrengt ens it: | 
10 faith wes] this OP x out of the ad.” 
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5. We muſt offer violence to ſatan by 
prayer We overcome him upon our knees, 


"ID, As Sampfon called to heaven for help; ſo a 


m- heaven. In all teinptations go to God 
rayer. Lord teach me to uſe all the ſpiri- 

tual armour; how to hold the ſhield; how to wear 
the helmet, how to uſe the ſword of the ſpirit. 

Lord ſtrengthen me in the battle; let me ra- 


. 8 Fom heaven. prayer fetcheth in auxiliary forces 
by 


© ther die a conqueror, than be taken priſoner, 


and led by ſatan in triumph. Thus we muſt 


offer violence to ſatan. There is a lion in the 


banner 


way; but we muſt reſolve upon fighting. 
+ And let this encourage us to offer violence 
to ſatan. Our enemy is beaten in part al- 
ready. Chriſt, who is the Captain of our ſalua- 
tion, hach given ſatan his deaths wound upon 
the croſs, Col. ii. 15. The ſerpent is ſooneſt 
killed in his head. Chriſt hath bruiſed the 
head of the old ſerpent. The devil is a 
Chained enemp, and a conquered enemy; there- 
fore fear not to give battle to him. Reſiſt him, 
I and he. will fly: he knows no nn but run- 
ing away. | 
3. We muſt offer violence to the oald, | 

The world ſhews its golden apple; it is a part 
ol our vow in baptiſm to fight under Chriſt's 
againſt | the world. Take heed of 
being drowned in the luſcious delights of it, 
It muſt be 4 ſtrong brain that bears heady 
wine. He had need have a great deal of wiſ- 
dom and grace that knows * to bear a 


or cat 
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great eſtate. Riches bft ſend up their intoxi-/ 
cating fumes, which make — heads 
with pride. Jeſburan waxed fat and ticked, 2 488 
Deut. xxxii. 15. It is hard to climb up the 
hill of God with too many golden weights _ © 
Thoſe that want the honours of the world. 
want the temptations of it. The world is'a 
flattering enemy: it is given to ſome. as; | 
chal to David, for a ſnare. ,. The world ſhews £54 
its two breaſts of pleaſure and profit, and many -_ 
fall aſleep with the breaſt in their mouth; The 
world — never kiſs us, but with an intent ta 
betray us. It is a ſilken halter. The world 
is no friend to grace; it chokes our love to; * 
heavenly things; the earth puts out the ne. 
Naturally we love the world, Job Xi. 24. 
If I have made gold my bene; the Septusgint 
renders it, If I have — married to my. gald. 
Too many are wedded to their” 
live together as man and wife? Oh Is US 
take heed of being intangled in this 
ſnare. Many — have eſcaped the rotk of 
ſcandalous ſins, yet have funk in che world's | ; 
golden e The fin. is nat in the 
uſing of the world, but in the loving, L. John 
ii. 15. Love not [the world. If we ur Chir 
tians, we muſt offer violence to the world. 
Believers are called out of the world: rated ba 
in the world, but not gf it, John-xvii; 16. _ 
we ſay of a dying man, he is not à man for this 1 
world. A true ſaint i cruciſied in 1 - 
| tions 10 the world, Gal. vi. 44. Hsi 8 3h 
Ty 1 1 T4 9 10 "54 
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What de- 
doth” a dead man take in pictures or 
muſic? Jeſus Chriſt gave himſelf to redeem 


as from this preſent evil world, Gal. i. 4. If we 


to the honours and pleaſures of it. 
light 


will be faved, we muſt offer violence to the 


| 7 keep himſelf unfpotied from 


Called 
. veauſe it makes men fo fikthy. They will damn 


— 


nothing 


| Ware Nuboth's F a Is to it 


world. Living fiſh ſwim againſt the ſtream. 
We muſt ſwim againſt the world, elſe we ſhall 
be carried down the ſtream, and fall into the 
dead ſea. That we may offer violence to the | 
world, let us remember, | 
1. It is deceitful; our Saviour re it, 


Ae 8 ene, The deceitfalneſs e's riches, Matt. 


iii. 22. The · world promiſeth ha PP pineſs, but 
leſs. It f erömifech us Rachel, but 
puts us off wich d eyed Leah: it promiſetn 


o ſatisfy our deſires, but it encreaſeth them: 
it gives poiſoned pills, but 0k if them in 


S. Tt-is-efilin & Jam. i. 19. 


Pare 


religion 1 
the world. As if 
the would intimate, that the world is 
wood for nothing but to ſpot: it ſpots firſt 
racns confeiences, and then their names. It is 

« filthy lucre, 1 Pet. v. 2. be- 


Hemlcives to 


get the world. Ahab would 


- The fuſbion | 
he world is 
erte irs white we are e 


1-44 
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Fourthly, we mult offer violence to heaven. 
The kingdom of heaven ſuffereth violence: 
Though, heaven is given us freely, yet we muſt 
take pains for it. Canaan was given Iſrael 
freely, but they muſt fight with the Canaanites. 
It is not a lazy wiſh; or ſleepy prayer will 
bring us to heaven; we muſt offer violence. 
Therefore in Scripture our earneſtneſs for heg- 
ven is ſet out by thoſe allegories and r meta- 
phors which imply violence. _ | 
1. Somerimes by ſtriving, Luke xiii. 24. 
Strive to enter in at the, ſtraigbt gate. The 
Greek word is, ODD Strive as in an 
agony. + 
2. W roſtling, which is'a „ edlen exerciſe, 
Epheſ. vi. 12. We are to wreſtle with a N 
of ſin, and with the powers of hell. 


9 
* i 
. * 
67 1 % , » 


3. Running in a race, 1 Cor. ix. 24. $01 ran _ 


that ye may obtain. We have a long race from 
earth to heaven, and but a little time to run; 
it will ſoon be ſun-fer. Therefore ſo run. In 
a race there's not only laying/afide all weights | 
to hinder, but a putting forth all the ſtrength 
of the body; a ſtraining every joint that men 
may preſs on with all ſwiftneſs to day hold on 
the prize. Thus Saint Paul preſſed” _ x 
cao towards the mark, Phil. iii. Thigh | 
where is this holy violence to be GE 
1. Many have made themſelves ane to | 
run this bleſſed race; they are drunk with the 
pleaſures of the world. A Fe ms _— 
e wan al CARY | ve 
5 2. Others 


\ 
+ 
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2. Others neglect to run this race all their 
life; and when ſickneſs and death approach, 
now they will begin. A ſick man is very un- 
fit to walk, much leſs to run a race. I ac- 
Knowledge true repentance is never too late; 
but when a man can hardly ſtir his hand, or 
lift up his eyes, now is a very unfit time to be- 
gin the race from earth to heaven. 
4. This earneſtneſs for heaven is com pared 

to fighting, which implies violence, 1 Tim: 

Vi. 12. Fight the good fight of faitb. It is not 

| enough to be labourers, but warriors. Indeed 
an heaven, our armour ſhall be hung up in 
token of victory; but now it is a day of battle; 
and we mult fght the good fight of faith. As 
Hannibal forced a way fo: ba army over the 
alps and craggy rocks, ſo muſt we force our 
way to heaven. We muſt not only pray, but 
pray fervently, Jam. v. 16. This Is offering 
violence to heaven. | 
The reaſons why a muſt be this offering 
violence to heaven are, 
I. God's indiſpenſible command. He hath 
enacted a law, that whoſoever eats of the 
fruit of Paradiſe, ſhall eat it in the ſweat of his 
brows, 2 Pet. i. 10. Give Ailigence ta make your 
| Lralling and election ſure. The Greek word 
ow2decere, imports : an ee folicitous eare 
about ſalvatian. 5 
2. God's . The Lord hack in his 
eternal decree. joined the end and the means 
together; ſtriving and anne 


170 
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the crown. And a man can. no more think 
to come to heaven without offering violence, 
than he can think to come to the end of his 


journey, that never ſets a ſtep in the way, 
Who expects an harveſt; without plowing and 


ſowing? How can we. expect the harveſt of 
glory without labour. . Though our ſalvation 
in reſpect of Chriſt is Ape, yet in re- 
den ee 7 


3. We muſt offer violence to-heaven.in re. 


gard of the, difficulty of the work; taking a 
Finger. Firſt, we muſt be pulled-out of 


another kingdom, the kingdom of darkneſs, 
To get out of the ſtate of nature is hard, and 


when that is done, and we are cut off from the 


wild olive, and im 


lanted-into: Chriſt, there is 


new work ſtill to jo; new ſins to mortify ;.new 
temptations to reſiſt; new graces to quicken, - 
get faith, but go 


A Chriſtian muſt not only 
from faith to faith, Rom. i. 17. * his will not 
be done without violence. 


4. We muſt offer Nine 10 heaven, in 5 


regard of the violent aſſaults made againſt us. 
I. Our own hearts oppoſe us. It is a ſtrange 

paradox: man who doth naturally deſire hap- 
pineſs, yet een it: he deſires to be ſaved, 


yet hates that holy violence which ſhould 


ſave him. 

2. All the powers of hell op poſe us. Sa, 
tan ſtands at our right hand, as he = did at Jo- 
ſnua's, Zech. iii. 2. Shall not we be as earneſt 
to ſave our ſouls, as the dragon) is to devour 
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them? Without violent affections, we 1 
never reſiſt violent temptations. | 
. We muſt be violent, becauſe it is 2a mat 
ter of the higheſt importance. A man doth 
not beat his head about trifles, but matters 
wherein his life and eſtate are concerned; Vio- 
lence i is to be offered, if we conſider, INS. 
I. What we ſhall fave: the precious ſoul. 
What pains do we take for the feeding and 
enriching the body, the brutiſn part? O then 
what violence ſhould we uſe for the faving the 
foul?” The body is but a ring of clay, the foul 
is the diamond. Fhe ſoul is the glaſs wherein 
the image of God'is ſeen. There are in the 
foul ſore ſhadows and faint repreſentations of 
a deity. If Chriſt thought the ſoul worth ſhed- 
ding his blogd, well may ye think it worth 
Pending our ſweat. 4 
2. Conſider what we mall 55 a Magd 5 
What violence is uſed for earthly 'crowns and 
empires: men will wade to the crown throu oh 1 
blood. Heaven is a kingdom which ſhould 
make us ſtrive for it, not to ſweat only, but to 
blood. The hopes of a kingdom (ſaith St. 
Baſil) ſhould carry a Chriſtian chearfully | 
through all labours and ſufferings. © J 
There muſt be offering violence in OE! 
of that aptneſs and proneneſs in the beſt to 
grow remiſs in religion. When they have 
been *quickened in a duty, they are apt to 
grow dead again. When they - have been 
heated ar the fire of an ordinance; they are * 
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to freeze again, therefore they muſt be. ſtill of. 
fering violence. The heart, - \ike the watch, 
will be apt to go down; therefore muſt be 


ever and anon wound up by prayer and medi- 
tation. The fire of devotion will ſoon go out, 


perience of. his inconſtancy i in good, f is cogent . 
enough to holy violence. 


ſhews us it is not ſo eaſy a thing as men ima: 
gine to get to heaven. There are ſo many 
precepts to obey; ſo many promiſes to be- 
lieve; ſo many rocks to avoid, that it is a dif- 
ficult matter to be ſaved. Some fancy a fine y 
eaſy way to heaven, an idle wiſh, a death-bed 
tear; but the text tells us of offering violence. 
Alas! there is a great work to be done;. the 
bias of the heart is to be changed. Man by 
nature doth not only want grace, but hate it. 
He hath an envenomed ſpirit againſt goodneſs, 
and is angry with converting grace; and is it 
eaſy to have the heart metamorphoſed? for the 
proud heart to be made — 5 for the 
earthly heart to be made heavenly: can this 
be done without uſing violence ? It is all up 
hill to heaven, and it will malte us ſweat be- 
fore we get to the top of the hill. Indeed hell 
will be taken without ſtorm: the gates of hell, 
like that irongate, Acts xil. 10. open f their 
0 accord: but if we get to heaven, we muſt 
force our way: we muſt beſiege it with fighs 
and W 2 get! che . dey of oo to 
7 orm 
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if it be not blown. up. A Chriſtian's own ex- 


If there muſt be this offering e 3 
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ſtorm it. We'muſt not only 
Like thoſe Jews, who built the wall of 'Jeruſa. 


vice; he muſt charge through the whole army 


lie fallow? he muſt be either praying, or 


valley; o on the mount of faith, or in the valleß 
of humility, Worldly things are not obtained 


What ſweating in the furnace? And do we 


who are in heaven are employed; much more 
ſhould they who are gett. ing thither. The 
e 


ſtate of glory? Is ſalvation-work ſo ealy? | 


ſom? Oh no, there muſt be offering vio- 


| but it it muſt be in the uſe of means. Watch 


* a 5 | - 5 — 
4% — : e 
7 
N 5 : F 
ab K 
Os —— —— — 
———— 
+. pu 
F- 


work but fight. 


lem, Nehem. iv. 17. Every one with one of his | 
hands wrought in the work, nd with the other 
band held a weapon. 

A Chriſtian is Leone vrch pet ſer- 


of his luſts, every, one of which is ſtronget 
than Goliath. A Chriſtian hath no time to 


watching; either upon the mount, or in the 


without labour: What roiling 1 in the ſhop? 1 


think heaven will be had without labour? Do 
men dig for worms, and not for gold? T hoſe | 


angels are miniſtering ſpirits, Heb. i. 14. The 
wings of the ſeraphims are hieroglyphical, and 
ſhew us how ſwift they are in God's ſervice. 
If the angels in heaven are buſying themſelves | 
in noble and hononrable employment, how 
induſtrious ſhould we be who are getting up 
the hill of Wat and have not yet HP at a 


Can a man be lb a leap? Can he leap 
out of the devil's arms into Abraham's bo- 


lence. Some think free grace will ſave them; 


and | 


A. Vows 


text is out of date, and 


20 rant people, who think the bare doing | 
ties, though in never ſo ſlight ſuperficial a man- 
mer is enough. The text tells us of offering | 
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are not to be ſeparated from the precepts. 
The promiſe. tells us of a crown; but the 


precept faith, /o run, 1 Cor. ix. 24. The pro- 
faith, not to che- 


miſes are made to encourage 
riſn floth.' But ſay others, Chriſt hath died 


for ſinners; and ſo they leave him to do all for 


them, and they will do nothing. Then the 


and all the exhortations to 
ſtriving, and fighting the good fight of faith, 
are in vain. -/Our ſalvation coſt Chriſt blood 
it will coſt us ſweat. The boat may as well 


get to ſhore without rowing, as we can 0 85 


; heaven without offering violence. 


2. It ſhews us the great miſtake 


violence. 


1. In the buſineſs of prayer: rhe} think it 


1s enough to mutter over a few words, th 


the heart be aſleep all the while: what offering 79 


"du- 


of violence is here? Chriſt was in an agony at 


prayer, Luke xxii. 44. Many when they pray 
are rather in a lethargy than in an agony. Ja- 


cob wreſtled with the angel in 
XXXii. 24. The incenſe was to be 
burning coals, Levit. xvi. 22. Incenſe was 2 


. 


type of prayer, and the incenſe upon coals, was 
a type of fervency in prayer. Few know what 

the ſpirit of prayer means; or what it is to 
4 N 


8 
eh 


upon 


have 5 


and pray. Others ſay, the promiſes will 3 
them to heaven; but the promiſes 8 | 
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85 haye the affections boil over. When chey are 8 
about the world they are all fire; when they 
are at prayer they are all ice. 
2. In hearing of the word. Many people 
chinł it is enough to bring their bodies to the 
_ aſſembly, but they never look to their hearts, 
They ſatisfy themſelves that they have been 
at church, though they have not been with | 
God there. Others go to a ſermon as to the 
exchange, to hear news; new notions that 
Pleaſe their fancy, but do not attend to the 
word as about a matter of life and death. 
They do not go to meet with Chriſt in an or- 
dinance; to have the breathings of his Spirit, 
and the infuſions of his love. Alas! what, ' 
little violence for heaven is to be ſeen in moſt 
peoples worſhip? In all the ſacrifices of the 
law there was fire. How can thoſe duties be 
accepted, which have no fire 1 in them; no of. 
fering of violence, | 
3. If there muſt be chis offering of violence 
to heaven, then it ſhews us how dangerous mo- 
deration in religion is. Violence and mode- | 
ration are two different things. Indeed mode- 
ration in the things of the world is commend- 
able. We ſhould moderate our deſires here; 
and uſe the world as if -we uſed it not. We 
may as Jonathan, dip the end of the rod in 
honey, but not thruſt it in too far: in this 
ſenſe moderation is good: but moderation in 
matters of practical piety is ſinful: it is con- 
trary to * violence. Moderation in _ 
wor 


1 F 


is not to venture further in reli 


that he ſhould not ſo affect 55 name of mode- 
rate, that at laſt he loſt all his zeal. To be 
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world's ſenſe is for one not to be too.zealous; 
not to be too fierce for heaven. Moderation 

igion than maß 
ſtand with ſelf-preſervation. - As the ling of 
Navarre told Beza, he would launch no fur= 
ther into the ſea, than he might be ſure to re- 
tur? ſafe to land. To keep on the warm fide 
of the hedge, is a main article in the politician s 
creed. Moderation in the world's ſenſe is neu- 
trality. The moderate perſon hath found out 
2 medium between ftriftneſs and prophane- 
neſs; he is not for dedauchery,- nor A. for | 

urit Das 

- It * the . e gave Melancthon, 


lukewarm in matters of religion, is far from 
offering violence to heaven, Rev. tit. 19. Be 
zealous and repent. If any ſhould aſk us why 
we are ſo violent, tell them, it is for a kine- 
dom. If they ſhall aſk us why we make fuch 
haſte in the ways of religion, tell them, we are 
running an heavenly race, and a ſoftly made 
rate pace will neyer win the prize. Modeta- - 

tion hath made many-loſe heaven; ; they have 


not made haſte enough; they have come too 
late (like the fooliſh ien when * door 5 
hath been ſnut. 


Out of this text I may draw forth ſeveral | 
arrows of reproof.  . | 
1. It reproves flothful Chriſtians, wks, ae 


. on * lees: they make RAY profeſſion. 


0 
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ol religion, butuſe no violence. They are like 
che les which toil not, neither do they ſpin. 
The ſnail, by reaſon of its flow motion, was 
reckoned among the unclean, Levit. xi. 30. 
St. Auſtin calls idleneſs the burial of a man 
alive. There are ſome faint wiſhes; Oh! that 
Thad heaven! But a man may deſire veniſon, : - 
and want it, if he doth not hunt for it, Prov. 
xiii. 4. The ſoul of the fluggard wiſheth and hath | 
_notbing, Men could be content to have the 
| Kingdom of heaven; but they are Joth-to fight 
for it. They chooſe rather to go in a feather- bed 
do bell, than to be carried to heaven in a fiery 
. chariot of zeal and violence. How many 
ſſleep away, and play away their time, as if 
they were made like the Leviathan, to play in 
the ſea, Pſ. civ. 26. It is a ſpeech of Seneca, 
No man is made wiſe by chance.“ Sure it 
is, no man is ſaved by chance, but he muſt 
know how he came by it, namely, by offering 
: violence. Such as have accuſtomed them- 
| ſelves to an idle lazy temper, will find it hard 
to ſhake off, Cant. v. 3. I have put off my cuat, 
5 how a =I p N ” The ute had: 1Aid- | 
 _ herſelf upon the bed of floth, and though | 
| Chriſt knocked at the door, ſhe was: loth-to | 
riſe and let him in. Some pretend to be be- 
lievers, but are idle in the vineyard. They: | 
pretend to makè uſe of faith for ſeeing, but 
not for working: this faith is fancy. Oh! 
duhat Chriſtians had a ſpirit of activity in them, 
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Lord be with aber. We may ſorherionga learn 
of our enemy. The devil is never idle; he 
walketh about, 1 Pet. v. 8. The world is his 


tion. Is ſatan active? Is che enemy upon 
his march coming againſt us? And are we 
aſleep upon our guard? As ſatan himſelf is 
not idle, e of his 
ſervants ſhould be idlg. / When the devil had 
entered into Judas, how active was Judas: 
he goes to the high prieſt, from thence to the - 
band of ſoldiers, a -with theta back: 30 the 


Chriſt. Saran will not endure an idle ſervants. | 
and do 1 HOY 
thens riſe up 


6 olympic games; they ran bur for a garland of 
flowers, and do we ſtand ſtill ho run for 4 


crown of immiortality? pert if 2 
violent take heaven, the dle perſon. will never 


Thou wicked and flothful ſer uam. 8 
2. It rej the ſormaliſt, who puts: F'Y 
his religioq in 


| ro heaven; Rev. ni. 1. Th bd 4 name % 


Chriſtia is judged neceflary. 4} a! "»C2- 

1. as dr means to-koep up ments credit ih- ; 

the ork.) Should * ORE * 
5 8 3 


N — 4 


HEAVEN TAKEN BY STORM. „ 


dioceſe, and he is every day going his viſca- i 


garden, and never left till he had betrayed. 


Chriſtians! What pains did they take he. : 


come there. r hatin 2 
theſe two, flothful and wicked, Matt. xxv. * 1 


geſtures, and: veſtures, emblem 
of devotion, and thinks this will entitle hump - * - 


live and art dead. The forma and outſide of 2 


ſuch as are ſober would not dome near them; 
chey would be looked upon no better than 
; bap! zed heathens: therefore they muſt make 
a of devotion, out of policy, to gain | 
As fome repute and*eſteem among others. 
2. A form ſerves to ſtop the mouth of con- 
ſcience: had not they fone kind oF; cured 
devotion, their conſcience would fly in their 
face, and they would be a terror to themſelves: 
cherefore they think it ient to have a form 
of godlineſs. But alas! what is all this? The 
text {| s of offering violence to heaven. 
3 violence is there in a form? — no | 
12 ins with the heart; a ut no 
„ — — iii. 5. terre — the 
in the church, which have their eyes 
| r The 
formalifts devotion runs out moſt in puncti- 
Hos, and niceties: he neglects wweightier matters . | 
the law, faith and mercy, Matt. xxitt.--23, | 
=! | ſtitious fancies; but makes 
ing of fin: he is more afraid of an 
y, than of an harlot in his 
| Chrift had no'fuch 7 
k birter enemies as the formal Pharſces. The 
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3. It reproves Ah ae lein in u bel | 

1 ne: they are violent for hell; they go thi- 
ther in the fweat of their-brows; Jer. vii. 6. 

3 hs . aur ner 1 —— 

| 1 1 . , 00g 
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among the guns and pikes: 8 N 
into ſin vioſentiy. Men are violent, 1. In 
oppoſing good. 2. In purſuing evi. 


1. In oppoſing good. Several ways. 1-They 
offer violence to the Spirit oſ God · The 8 


rit knocks at the — hearts; 1 
waits till his head be filled *0#4þ der, and bis 
locks with the drops of. the nights; but ſinners 
repulſe and grieve the Spirit, r n e | 
dove from the ark of their ſouls, Acts vii. 51. 
Ye do always refit the Holy Go. The Spirit 
offers grace to the ſinner, and the ſinner offers 
violence to the Spirit, Iſa. iii 10. They rut 
belled and vexed his Holy Sar and may nut 
the Lord give over ſtriying-. God who is 
willing to come in rekanpwee/ajient to him, hath. 
not promiſed to ee wh dramas. 
repulſe him. $7: 

2. They offer violence. to badete . 
ſcience is God's preacher in the boſom; and 
this preacher cannot flatter: it tells men of 
their pride, covetouſneſs, abuſe of mercy; but 
they — of being violent againſt their ſins, 
offer violence to co they ſilence and 
impriſon conſcience. But as the prophet 
Zachary, when he was dumb called for a table 

6 book, and did write, Luke i. 63. So when 
E4 conſcience 'cannot be | to-ipeak, It 
will write: it writes 
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2 "a death they hal be force to read the 
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it will make their hearts trem+ 
knees ſmite. neee 
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common, for men to offer porn RP" 
conſcience: and what will be the iſſue? They 
Who will not hear the voice of conſcience, 
mall be ſure to feel the worm of conſcience. 
The N waa : God 1 ä ) 
2 he laints (who are 8 are 
oppoſed and ſhot at. This is a curſed vio- 
lence, Gal. iv. 29. As he that was born after the 
fleſh, perſecuted bim ch was born after = 
rit; /o it is now. Chriſt himſelf is ſtricken at 
eee The church hath been al- 
ways in the torrid zone: the ploughets have 
upomher back. The earth has been 
ſomn with the bodies of the ſaints, and watered 
with their blood. Perſecutors I grant are of 
an antient family. The firſt man that was 
born in the world was a perſecutor, namely, 
Cain; and he hath had a numerous offspting. 
Nieto, Trajan, Domitian, Dioclefian, Maxi- 
minus. Chry ſaith, that the apples of 
his eyes fell out. Felix earl of W 
being at ſup pper at Auſperg, did take an oath. 
chat e ad, he would ride up to the 
ſpurs in the blood:of the Lutherans; but waz 
afterwards choaked in his own blood; Perſe- 
ſ\ —  Ccutors are the curſe of the creation; being 
ſome of thoſe chorus! and briars INES 
N aalen 2d 300077 n 
2. Men are violent in ing vill. 
e They are violent in cheir opinions,” 2 Pet: 
ii. 1. Priully they ſhull in damnable here. 
fs, doping the Tui hat begs them. b. _— 
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the devil's martyrs. 


member there is a 
of ſin: ſuch as would wer counted ſobet, yet 
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was ſuch an one; and afterwards: his bowels - 
guſhed out. And truly the ſpirit of -Arius is 
yet alive at this day, while: men dare deny the 
deity of the bleſſed ſon of God. Many of the 
heretics of old were ſo violent, that their opt- - 
nion was to them a bible: and ſome of them 
died in maintaining their ne Theſe m_ 


2. They are violent in | their bee Fr 
ger is a ſhort frenzy, 
is 4 fire, a world of iniquity. In this little 
great world, viz. a world 


are drunk with Their prayers are 
cold, but their anger ee They ſpit fire 


as the —. poiſon. Fiery paſſions: 
without ee nen 1 


furnace. 


3. They are vidles: Wah . Ta 
3. Serving divers luſts; Luſt is duvaps harry 


buucring, an inordinate deſire or impulſe, pru⸗ 


. voking the foul to the gratifying its carnal de: 
ſires. Ariſtotle calls them brutiſn luſts, be 

cauſe when luſts are violent, they will not let 
reaſon or conſcience be heard; but a man 487. 


carried-brutiſhly to the fatisfying of the fleſh. 


1. Men are. violent for their drunken luſts. 
Though death be in the cup, they will drink 


it off. One having almoſt loft his eye · ſight, 


the phyſician told him there was no cure for 


him, unleſs he would leave off his exceſſive 


ieee eee 


867 


James iii. 6. Te tongue * 


8 
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he would rather Joſe his. eye daher than leave : 


his drinking 
„a. They a are ale be their nenn luſts, 
8 laſts, Norm. i. 27. 
The apoſtle intimateth that luſt is a kind of 


fever. Feveriſh heats are not more perni- 


cious to the body, than luſt is to the ſoul. 


Oh! what folly is it for a drop of. kun to 


drink a ſea of wrath. | 
Fs They are violent for eie pee 
who wrong and defraud others, and by 


Violence. take away their right. Inſtrad of 


cloathing the naked, they make them who are 
| 8 naked. Theſe birds of prey live upon 


rapine. Fhey are cruel, as if with Romulus 


they had bern ſüchlad with the milk of wolves. 


They. ſmile at che curſes of the poor, and 


grow fat with their tears. They have for- 


gotten Chriſt's: cavrat, Luke 1 ni. T4. Do. vio- 


_ dence to no man. Ahab violently 


took away 


_ Nabotli's vineyard, 2 Kings xxi. 11. Hell is 
by this violence, Prov. iv. 17. be 
drink the wine of violence. This wine will turn 


men | 


taken 


10 AT laſt, Pfal. xt. 5 

violence, God's ſoul hates. : 5106 
4. They are violent for their Seien 
luſts. Covetouſneſs is the ſoul's dropſy, Amos 


vii. 2. Who pant after the duft of the earth.” 


They — 2 ſea and land to make money 
their proſelyte. Their god is made of gold; 
and toit they bow down. Thoſe who bans 


down on their knees to drink of the waters, 


were 
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were accounted unfit / ſoldiers for n 


Judg. vii. 6. So are thoſe unfit for Chriſt, that . 


ſtoop immoderately to the love of earthly 8 
things. They > are violent for the world 
what have they but the wind? Eccleſ. v6. 

M bat profit bath be who. hath | lahoured fur be 

wind ? "The world cannot enrich the ſoul, it 

cannot remove pain. If pangs of conſcience 


come, the world can no more give comfort, 


- than a crown of gold can cure the head-ach. 
4. It S them who have in part left 
off that holy ſtrictneſs and violence in 
as once "op had. Their feryvur-is/cooled = 
and abated. What they do is ſo little chat 
it cannot be called violence. They ſeryve 
God, but are not fervent in ſpirit. They do 858 
not leave off duty, but they grow ha in 
duty. They have 4% their firft love; Rev. 
1, 4. It is with themas fire. hen i it is going 
out; or as the ſun when it is + down... 


Like aguiſh men, before they were in a . 


paroxiſm, or hot fit of zeal; ar the cold 


fit hath taken them; they are formal and frö- 


zen in reli + 
the ſabbath a o delight, 1 vill. 1 Js - | How were . 
their. hearts. raiſed in duty! How diligently - 
did they ſeek him whom: their 


now -the :caſe is altered; their  teligion/'doth - 

languiſh, and even vaniſh," Time was When 
they were in an agony, and did ſend fortn 
ſtrong cries in prayer. Nom the chariot 
mo are * " and the * of pou” 


Time ae nn they called © 


foul loved!" but : a 
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prayers, do even 


is much abated. Their 
freeze between their lips; a clear ſign of the 
decay of 
both lethargical and conſumptive. 
. 
heart wales Though grace was alive in her, 
her heart waked; yet ſhe was in a dull drowty 
temper, I ſleep. When the heart burns in fin, 


and cools in — pans it is a ſure en of growing 


to a ſtupid leth 


3125; „ Confumptive. There are two Gigns of 


Sin a ſpititual conſumption. 7; Se 
ven is not ſo ſtrong as it was. A conſump- 


not ſuch violent — to heavenly things; 
they can deſire corn and wine, and hs luſcious 


| delights of the earth; hut, Chriſt is leſs pre- 
cious; they are not in pangs of deſire after 
b him, a tad ſymptom. * en 0 im con. 


63. When they are not ſo vigorous in motion. 


| A man that.is lively and ſtirring at his work, 
it is a ſign he is in health; but when he is 
liſtleſs, and cares not to ſtir, or put his hand to | 


any thing; a ſign nature is declining... So 
when men have no heart to that which is 


good, they care not to put themſelves upon the 
exerciſes of religion; they have loſt a ſpirit of 
activity for God; they ſerve him in a faint 
-fickly yy is 4 * 5 are com 
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grace. Theſe perſons are grown 
echargical, Cant. v. 2. 7 ſleep, but my 


1. When their deſire after . Chriſt and hea- 


tive man's ſtomach decays. Chtiſtians have 
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When the pulſe can ſcarce be felt, it beats * 
ſo low, men are near dying. e "wal 
who were- once violent 'for heaven, but 
ve can ſcarce perceive any good MY 
pulſe beats low, grace is ready to die, Rey. 
2. To you who have abated in your holy Wee 
M lence, and are grown remiſs in duty, let W ; 
expoſtulate with you, as the Lord didbyypthe - 
> | prophet, Jer. ii. 5. What iniquity baue 
123 freund in me? What 5 have you fd 
in God, chat you leave off your border Wia. 
neſs? Flath not God fed you with magma fmq 
ny and given you his Holy Spirit t ese 
ur guide and comforter? Hath he not made 
rod ſwim in a ſea of mercy? What evilthave - 
you found. in prayer, that you are leſs. violent 
in it? Have not you had ſweet intercourſe 
with God? Have not you ſomeumes been 
melted and enlarged, inſomuch that you h 
thought yourfelves. in the ſuburbs of T hebva 
when you have been upon this mount? Hat 
not the dove of prayer brought an olives 
branch of peace in its mouth? What evil 
have you found in the word? time was when 
you did take this hook and eat it, and it wass 
honey i in your mouth ? Hath the word leſs virtue 
in it now? Are the promiſes likeAaron'sdry rod — 
withered and = ans by wv gs 3 hade nete 
found in the ways of at you have 
abated your ume eee in religion? Or- hb 
member whence you are Fallen and repeſit, and dos 


Jour. put rl, Rev. ii. 5, Conſider ferioully; 
H As The | 


© - ara drowſy ſtate. It is the lively act 
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. The tefs violence for heaven, the leſs 
pee. Qur eonſeiences are never at peace 
of 
. grace makes the heart calm and ſerene. 2 5 
to go together, walking in tbe fear of God, 


ant} in r Holy Ghoſt, Acts 
welt remiſs 


conſcience will chide. . If thou be- 
to God, he will never let thee be 


quiet, bot will ſend ſome affliction or other to 
a walten thee out of thy ſecurity, and make 
thee recover that active — frame of heart 
as ence thou hadſt. 

2. Yeu that grow more dead in God 's ſervice, 
end leuve your  firft- love, give great advantage 
to ſatan. The leſs violent you are, the more 
violent he is; the leſs you pray, the more 
he-rempts: end what's caſc.arc: yo: now in? 


i. 31. Chriſtian, if once thou grow 
in 


44 age. Jou. I 
3 f rt von which elſe you 
might: have had, Though your remiſſneſs may 
not loſe your crown, it will leſſen. it, and make 


it weigh lighter. 
4. The more lazy-a-Chriftian's defres: are, 


the more : lively his Ins.” | Theweaker 
the 
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„ therefore pray for dec e 
grace, Pſ. cxliti, 11. Bry frelh gates ; 
Spirit to blow upon you. — whe 1 
you F | 
= R thoſe who have quits le eff 
all violence: they have lei off reading, and Ct 
praying. in their family. There is nt fo - >. 
much as a face of religion to be ſeen; thep are THR 
fallen finally. Such were Joaſh, __ — 155 
The g90dly building of their To as : 
others admjred, How. hath mot one ſtone N 
upon another: IA 
But hy do deen ns rum. retrogade_ in 
a | throw off that viplince! © 
which they to hays. ot 
x. Boe Ge ever hah pil = 
ritual hfe. Things that move 
of life are — 3 Dn he pull — 
but thi are 
e As à clock 


che weights dur take off 
nicht ts ebay h red 


1 een mee — 

needs wither that no root to grow o 

. Js Br 5.9 

rate into- apoftacy, becauſe they never did du — _- 
ties of religion vit delight. St. Paul d 

in the law of God in the e m 
3 H 2 wt 
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2 . It was his heaven to ſerve God. A man 
that delights in pleaſure will never give over: 
but the apoſtate never had any true delight in 
he ways of God; he was rather forced with 
fear, than drawn with love: he ſerved a maſter 
that he never cared for; no wonder then he 
r vow 


., Men degenerate into apoſtacy through 
unbelief, Pſ. lxxviii. 22. They believed not in 


dad, ver. 41. They turned back and tempted God. 
Sinners have jealous thoughts of God; they 
diſtruſt his love, therefore deſert his ſervice; 
they think they may pray, and hear, and to no 
purpoſe, Mal. iii. 14. I bat profit is it that we 
hqve. kept his ordinances? We may draw near 
to God in duty, but he will never draw near 
to us in mercy, Thus unbehef and atheiſm 


prevailing, the livery of religion is preſently 
thrown off, and all former violence for heayen 
ceaſerh. Infidelity is the mother of apoſtacy; 
4. Men leaye offtheir former violence, and 
prove Judaſſes and devils becauſe they love 
Empcthing elle more than religion.” There. is 
fome luſt or other their heart is engaged to, 
ee violence for ſin hath b. their 


Liolence for religion. Solyman the great Turk, 


 ſeethg, many Chriſtians go over to Turciſm, 


he. aſked them what moved them to turn 

Turks? They replied, they did it to be eaſed 

of their taxes. They were drawn from God 

through the prevalency of covetouſueſs. If 

there be any luſt in the Heart predominant, 5 
| Bi | N 


oy 


there ix @ ſnare: 
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will get head, and Aer alb formdr and far: ET 
religion... Abmaelech, - a baſtard; deftroyad}: 

tbreefeore and tes of his brethren upon ne , 

Fudges . 30. If there be any loK cho hears F 
runs afoer, this altar lin with — | 

ſcore and ten duties; it will murder all chan: 
violence for heaven. which a en Wh en, 
ſeem to have. = 

. vickees-odtieb 

puſitlanimity': if they are violent in W 
they fear they may loſe their profits and pre- 
ferments; nay, their lives. The coward never 
yet won the field. When. carnal fears grow 
violent, all violence for heaven is at an end. 
He to be evib who- fears to. be good. 
Many of the Jews who were great followers 
of Chriſt, when they jaw: the fwords and ftaves,. 
left him, Prov. E 


— 6 
——— — 4 
6. Men leave off diere for heayen for 

_ Senſible feeling. of joy iv - 

— — and they have nor patience i ſlap p 
for the fult-recom reward.  Hypocrites: + 
are all for preſent $ID | 
defire, they bid adiew 


that ſuddenly whic 

te religion; and ———— Arg 
2 Kings vi. 3% Why ſbould wait for the Lord) 
em longer* They conlider not that God i 


— 
. go 26s Gab up wot 
— me. e 5 


— 


- «xv . 
” 
* a 
- 
* 


agent; and will diſpenſe his bleflingw/in 


— 
r ̃ 
3 5 s 
_ = OY 
5 — R 9 
A > 4 , 7 
p & 5 


% 
F 


y ' — 
* 


„ HEAVEN TAKEN BY STORM." 


the reward, and would they have the reward 
and their work not yet finiſned? Doth the 
ervant uſe to receive his pay before his work 
is done ? James v. 7. The buſbandman. waits for 
the precious fruits of the earth: he doth not look 
to ſow and-reap in a day. But hypocrites are 
always in haſte; they would reap joy, before 
they have done ſowing t the ſeed of repentance: 
and becauſe comfort is a while deferred, we 
ae offended; they will ſerve God no 
their patience is at an end, therefore their vio- 
lence is at an end. 

7. Men leave off holy violence, 224 . | 
nerate into prophaneneſs, out of a juſt 5 
ment of God, leaving them to them NE 
they oft reſiſted the Spirit, and ſent it away ſad 
from them, and now as a juſt judgment, God 
th, My Spirit ſhall no longer ſtrive; and if tis 
ind doth not blow upon their fails, they can- 
not move. If this ſun withdraw from their | 
2 they muſt needs freeze in impeni- 

tency. They before ſinned againſt clear con- 
victions; they filenced conſcience, and God 
- hath ſeared it. And now, if an angel ſhould: 
_ preach: to them from heaven, it would do 
them no good. O how diſmal is this! the 
= A it may ſtrike us into an holy con- 
Thus we ſee why men en | 
and leave off their violence for heaven. 


Welz, but what do they get by this? let us 
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They proclaim their folly; forall, their 
former violence for heaven is loſt. He who 
runs half the race, and then faints, ae the 
Garland, Ezek. xviii. 24. M ben ile righ htgous: 
turneth away from bis righteouſneſs, all bis digbie- 
ouſneſs that be hath done ſhall not he ment imad. 
All mens prayers and tears are loſt. The 


apoſtate unravels all that he hath been doing. 


He is like a man that with a pencil draws a 


curious picture, and then comes with his 
ſpunge and wipes it out again, Gal. iii. 4. Haus 
ye ſuffered ſo many things in vain? Perhaps for 
religion a man hath ſuffered many a reproach, 
and affront; and have ye ſuffered all mY Uni | 
vain? - Here is folly indent; 8 
It will he bn | in the end. Jer. i u. 19. 
Know therefore that it is an evil and bitter. thing 
that thou haſt forſaken the Lord. Men, by lng 5 
ing off their violence for heaven, get a thorn 
in their conſcience, a blot in their name, 4 
curſe in their ſouls. What got Judas b his 
apoſtacy but an halter? ſo that it will be 
bitterneſs in the end. The apoſtate, when he 
dies, drops as a windfall into the devil's month. 
5. It reproves thoſe. who, put off this vo. 
lence for the kingdom till 240 05 age. When 
they are fit for no other work, then they. will, 
begin this. No man ſaith, I will learn my. 
trade when- I am old. It is imprudence ſor: 
one td begin a work for heaven, when he is 98 
his b There is a night of INE 


death - and eee faith, T 
nig 


Err 
ee cometh whey: none de wit, ohn ix. 4. 
Sure a man can put ſorth but little violence 
1 
him. Beſides, how and 
ous is it, to give the devil: the flower of Nn 
and God the of old age! Fherefore 


\Cain's- ſacrifice,” becauſe it was. 
ſtale before he brought it, Gen. iv. 3. There 
is little hope of their falyation, who are never 
violent tor heaven, ad their "ES ”_ 
violent. — 

6. — thoſe” bur are Ga, far Toon 
uſing this violence for heaven, that they: deride 
it. Theſe are your zealous ones, 2 Pet. ii. 3. 
In the laſt days there ſpallile [coffers. Holy walk 
ing is become the c ject of deriſion, Pſa. Ixix. 


1 by force, keep i it off by force; 4 


ders... As 
phyſician, leſt he ſhould: cure him, Job xxi. 
14. ; Who: jay untg the Almighty, depart frem us. 
God is loch to be gone; he wooes-anl $65 Te 
eth ſinners to accept of terms of mercy5; he is, 
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ſpirit! It is a ſign of a man given over to che 
devil. God ſcorneth the ſcorner, Prov. i — 9 


5 4 
4 þ * F 
i - 


And ſure he ſhall never live with God, hoe 


N God ſcorns. «2:6 BY Fab 93H 2 
It reproves them Who, a and of tal 


any 


they were of being happy; or Js 2 
crown of glory would ba them. Such are 

1. The ignorant, who ſhut their eyes againſt - 
the light, be refuſe to be taught the way to 
heaven, Hoſea iv. 6. Thou haſt rejefed not 
ledge. The Hebrew word ſignifies,” to reject 


with Ler- As I have tead- of a Scotch 


„ who. thanked God he never knew 


| Ka. Old and New Teſtainent was. . 


der where that hiſhop tog his text. 


2, The pr e e ee 


niſhed, and had rather die than reform, Am- 
v. 10. They hate bim that rebuketh in ths gate. 
Theſe keep off heaven by force: Such Were 
thoſe, Acts xiii, 46. Seeing jou put aa the 
word from you.' The Greek word may be gene 
dered, ſeeing you puſh ĩt away — m_ 
4 ſick man ſhould bolt out. the = 


loth i. * gone, but ſinners, will have him 


a. * ob y to him, de part! May 1 not we 
e, 


ſay to theſe, who hath bewirched vou, What 


madneſs be ond hyperbole is this, that vou 
. 3 ſhould 
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Hind . only Pwr — bor © bee 
Un: there were in 
1 — Theſe v put 3 
* them, are fele de ſe; 4 5, 40 wilfally.perith; 
1 not hear of any thing that-thould 
| | aa Were it not a "6 fat epitaph to be 
written upon a mans tomb - ſtone, here lics one 
. toy ep of hvvn by F 
force; they N Therefore 
* r © N 4 
3. Le. us then- amine whether 2252 


| Tho « belt — 8 
_ 23 n 0 
C 
lazvii..6, My Spiri: made diligent feareh. Do we 
take our hearts as 4 watch all in | 
whas is amiſs and mend it? Are we curiouſly * ' 
inquiſitive into the ſtate of our ſbuls ? Are we = 
afraid of painted grace; as of painted happiness 
1 Do we uſe violence in prayer? IS thete 
a0 in dar kengeer ann 
..- Spin 


© 
4 
. 


to ſee : T1 
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our fouls d ih e Chil 


| deny our caſe, our aims, our intereſt? Ca 


„ r 
2 N ; | | Z 
| : 2 3 LG . 3 


have prayed ag 


XVII. 66. Aſter we have been at word, 


en 
i. | 25 = © | 5 58 E - 5 
; de © — : | . * 


Gp . an Gigs f 
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r 
thee. Do we. deſire holineſs: as 


heaven? Do we deſire 1 
Chriſt, as to live with; Chrift?. Is our defirs 


conſtant? Is this ſpiritual pulſe ever beatings: 


F. Are we {killed in at? Can we. 


we croſs our on will to fulfil God's? "Can 
we behead our beloved fin? To plack-' 
the right eye requires violence. v6 \uty 
6. Are we lovers of God? it 3 
much we do, but how nuch we love. Dok 
love command the caſtie af ons hearts?” Duth 
Chriſt's beauty and ſweetneſs cafe wi? 
2 Cor. v. 14. Do ene Coe W 
YM _ Do we der. on nb | 
ſex; ques in . arching onr 
our eyes, our When ve 
ainſt ſin, do we 


watch 24 
temptation? Erbe 3 TER 
ſepulchrr, ſet a warrh, Man 


ſtone of Chniſt's 


or ſacrament, (chut 
feta wach? 2 
8. Do we 


n Y 
further degrees oſ ſanc · 
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things which are before A good chriſtian is a 

Vonder; he is the moſt contented, yet the leaſt 

futisfied; he is contented with a little of the 

world, but not ſatisfied with a little grace; he 
= would ſtill have more faith, and be anointed 

_ [_ with freſh. oil. Paul deſired to attain unto the 

K reſurrettion' of the dead, Phil. iii. 1 1. that is, he 

_ endeavoured (if poſſible) to arrive at ſuch a 
meaſure of g grace as the ſaints ſhall have at Ge 
ren en 

9. Is there an holy gien! in us? do we 
labour to out ſhine others in religion? to be 
more eminent -for love and good works? 'Do 
we ſomething which is ſingular? Matt. v. 47: 
What do you more than others? © | 
10. Are we got above the world? though 
we walk on earth, do we trade in heaven? 
Can we ſay as David, Pſal. cxxxix. 17. 
Tam flill with thee. This requires violence; | 
bor motions upward are uſually violent. 
II. Do we ſet ourſelves always under 

God's eye? Plal. xvi: 8. I have ſet the Lerd 

always before me. Do we live ſoberly and 

ly, remembering whatever we are doing? 
our judge looks on. 

I it be thus with us, we are happy ering: 
& Fhis/ is the holy violence the text ſpeaks of, 
and is the right way of taking the kingdom 
_ © ef God. And furely never did Noah fo 

willingly put forth his hand to receive the 
dove into the ark, as Jeſus Chriſt will 170 
forth his hand to receive us * heaven. 
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God bids, us convert and turn, this'is to thew © 


means, and try whether Gar e 


chou improve that power I give thee? 
2. Though we have not p to fave Our ; 
{ſeNes, yet v * 9 after N be. 


brenn TAKEN + i " Op 
4. Trgxhorts all-Chiifls Sc el y vo- 


lence for heaven. But before 1 
hortation; let me remove ſorne 


# FN 


preſs the ex 8 i 5 
ns that 


: may be made againſt this'bIefed violence, MB 54 1 | 


1. But we have'ho! ower of ourſelves, to 
e Lou 


o 
* 
: K = 
- 


3631 . 41110 


It . r kant till 


FR chi les 5 
tually operate to our own falyation, Before 
converſion” we” are purely” paſſtwe; and When 


us what we ought' to do, not what ve can de. 
Yet let us Ad what we are able. 

1. We have power to avoid. thoſe” rocks, 
which will { ceftainly ruin our fouls; T ... 
groſs fins. A man needs-nor be in bad cm. 
pany; he needs not fear, or tell 4 ne; nor 
would he do it tit were by Jaw w death 0 
beat an oath. : 203? 

2. We have wb „ e e 
the uſe of means, praying, reading, h een. 
ference; this will condemn men at 


do not act f 1 
2 13 ney uſe the 


God wilf eome with that filencing queſtion at 
laſt, zy didf not thou put I money in the ix 
changers?, Matt. xxv. 17. Why. didft not 


cauſe 
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cauſe God hath made a promiſe of grace, as 

well as to grace. He hath promiſed to cix- 
cum ciſe our hearts; to put his Spirit within us; 
to enable us to walk in his ſtatutes, Ezek. 
xxxvi. 27. So that by prayer. v are to. put 


/ 


the bond in, ſuit, and to preſs. God with his 
own promiſe. Though I will not ſay, withthe 
Arminians, upon our endeavour God is bound 
to give grace; yet he is not wanting to them 
that ſeek his grace; nay, he denies his grace 
to none but them that wilfully refuſe it, Pfr 
IXxxi. 11. ti would none of me. 

2. But this offering violence is hard, 101 
ſhall never be able to go through t. 

Admit it be hard, yet it is a duty, aud Fs 
is no diſputing duty... God hath | Wade the | 


_ « way to heaven hard. 


o try our wn , 3 child 3 


father, though he commands him hard things. 
eter s obedience and love was tried when 


Chriſt bade him come to him upon the water. 
God doth, it that he may raiſe the price of 
| heavenly things. Were the kingdom of 
# x Fame eaſily obtained, we ſhould not have va- 
it to its worth. Such is our n 

we ſlight things Shigh.an are eaſly, come by. If 
pearls were common, they; would ſoon, fall in 
their price. If Chriſt and heaven might be 
had without violence, theſe bleſſings of the 


firſt magnitude woyld not have been had in 
boch hig) ee ny «ff 207 Fi oe 
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But let not che difficulty be objected. Wu; 
though ſalvation-work be hard, fs 
1. Ist it not harder to lie in nell? is nb 5 
8 wo 
enen „ 2 * Kan en $1 T 1 A 
| 2- We 0 not argue 0 in other things. "eo - 
ate is hard to come by; therefore we wilt 
ſill: No, dificulty doth the more whet and 


ſharpen our endeavour; and if we take ſuch 


pains for theſe inferior things, how ſhould we 
for that which is mote noble and ſublime! the 
profit will abundantly countervail the labour 
3. Though thei buſineſs of religion at firſt 
ſeems hard; yet when once we are entered into 
it, it is pleasant. When che wheels of the ſoul 
are oiled with grace, now à Chriſtian moves | 


in religion with facility and delight, Rom. v, 


22. J delight in the law" of Gd in ibe inward 
nan. Chriſt's yoke at che firſt putting ons 
ſtems heavy; but when once it is on, it is 
eaſy. To ſerve God, to love-God, to enjoy 
God, is the ſweeteſt freedom in the world 
The poets'fay; the top of Olympus is always 


quiet. The firſt climbing up the rocky hill of 
heaven is hard to fleſh and blood; but when 


we are gotten up towards the top, chere is peact 
and delight; we ſee a pleaſant proſpect, and 
are ready to cry out as Peter on the mount of 
transfiguration, I is good”to' be here. What 
hidden manna do we now find! witz is the an- 4 
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3. But if I put myſelf upon this violent 5 
erciſe in religon, then 1 ſhall loſe that 
ſure I have in my ſin, my mirth and melod 4 
and 1 ſhall exchange delight for labour; and 
60 1 be no more Naomi, but Marah. 
Voluptuous perſons ſpeak: as the 'fig-tree in 
the parable, Jude. ix. Shall I leave my fatneſs 
and ſweetneſs, all my former: pleaſures, and now 
offer violence to heaven, live a ſtrict mortified 
life? This croſſeth the ſtream of corrupt nature. 
Leave the pleaſure in fin. The Scripture 
doth ſo Safer ſin, that one would think there 
45 be little pleaſure in it. The pare 
calls it. 

1. Optianpe, a delt. Sin is compared to a 
debt of ten thouſand talents, Matt. xvi. 24. 


A talent of gold among the Hebrews, Was Vas 
wed at almoſt four thoufand pounds. Ten 
thouſand talents is a figurative ſpeech, to ex- 


preſs dee eat a debt ſin is; and do ybu call 
Wu er e ee ee | 
in Aas | 
2. The IIA calls Gn a-djfaſs Ifa 3 i. 5. 
The whale bead is ſick.” Is it any pleaſure to be 
Gek? Though all do not feel this fickneſs, yet 
_ the leſs the diſtemper is felt, the more mortal. 
3. The Scripture compares fin to gall and 
* Wormwood, Deut. xxix, 18. It breeds à bitter 
vorm in the conſcience. What a worm did 
Spira feel? Sin ſtings a man with wrath, John 
in. 34. And do you 0 Call this a pleaſure: ſure 


The 


| or ks bitter for ſweet, Iſa. v. 20. 
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The pleaſures of ſin do gratify only the ſens 
frivepart of man, not the rational. Pleaſures 
are cher carnal, becauſe they delight only tile 
body. Ho abſurd was that ſpeech of the 
rich man in the Goſpel, when Fes was ſpeaking 
of his ſtore, of goods, and his barns being f fall, + 
Said, tate tbine caſe, Luke xi 19. He might 15 
haye ſaid more properly, Hoch, take. thine eaſe; 
for higſqul Was were the better for his riches, 
nor could is feel any delight i 5 them. Though - 
bis barns were full, his ſoul was, empty. © 
| Therefore when ſatan tells. thee; if thou uſeth 
violence for heaven, thou wilt loſe all thy 
pleaſures: aſk him, what pleaſures are they A. 
tan ? ſuch as pleaſe only the ſenſes; they do 
not delight the mind; they do not © comfort 
the conſcience; they are ſuch gelights Aha 1 
the brute creatures cen We io ren 31 
. Theſe ſugared pleaſures in in the Sig 5 f 
55 Laith are but; aplexagh for e 
xi. 25; like fire iin ſtraw; which mates ab 2 5 
but rap v 1 John i, % The world -__ 
a * the 255 rn It paſſeth * 
miſly as 4 {ord 
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W 


- ſhews its colour in the glaſs; 
| like à fergent. So | 


damm in bell ect any 


a 
dg a way through the rock, mo while 1 ori 
I mult weep. "haps, 


nts the palate, but torments the bowels. 
hen once the © ſitiner's eyes come to be 
opened at death, and he feels ſome ſparks of 
God's wrath in 118 conſcience, xhen he will 
Got for horror, and be ready to lay violent 


himſelf. We may fog of the-plea- 
| ſures wales 


as Solomon of wine, Prov. xxiii, 

32. Look not on the wine when it is red, ben i 
afterwards it ' bites. 
ds on the ſmili 
leaſures of fin; be not delighted with 
uty, but affrighted with its ſting. Do the 
pleaſure now in their 
fins? Hach their eup of wrath one drop of ho- 
ney in it? Oh remember, after tke golden 
crowus, and womens hair, come the lion's 
teeth, Rev. ix. 8. Thus I Kave anſwered the 


55 Fun lee UP my. 


1 84 this Nee digion, 1 
vio i 1 
*. for labour. Eau 


Though You b lit und water de 725 u 
deer e it is a labour turned into de- 


| it; Pf. cx viii. 5. They ſhall ſing in the ways 
| ' the Lord. To fend our faith as a ſpy to view 


| Canaan, and a bunch af 
grapes there; whar delight is berel wo. N 

74.7% in believing-. To love God (i A N 
Fs i kin are combined) how- 


3 Tom among | 


2 HEAVEN TAKEN Br sro. „„ 
the promiſes as beds of ſpices, at 


taſte the fruit, Oh how pleaſant! The labour 
of a Chriſtian brings 
the 


peace of conſcience, and 
Holy Ghoſt. - But labour -1tfelf | 
helpeth. And-whereas-it is ſaid that this holy 
violence takes away our joy, and Wäüle we | 
work we muſt weep; I anſver, a Chriftiax © 
would not be without theſe tears. The tears 
of a ſaint (faith Bernard) have more trur joy 
in them, than all worldly.delights.. Taran . 
jo is for mourners, Iſai. Ixi. 3. 
4. F would uſe this violence for heaven, but 
a 1 ſhall expoſe myſelf to the cenſure and con 
of others. They will wonder to ſee me 
alterod, and think. ir uin, but en : 


phrenzy. ; 
oach fs thay: —— 


Joy in 


| Conlider bo reproae 
vicked; ſueh as if Chriſt were alive an earth, 
would re him. They are blindedi/byy 
the god of the world, 2 Cor. 4. Ii is asi 
2 blind man ſhould r a beautiful face. 
ze — do they reproach thee for ? It:is-for” 
| violence eee = * 
* abou a kingdom them 
be labour or «gon? Telly 
"=« thee about. Better they ſhould reproach thee 
0 for working in the wind r e . 
3 / thee for not working.” ' ON 3511 G3 iS: ay" 
5 4 Feſus Chriſt was for thy ſaltez 
Heb. Ni. 2. Hr endured be ſbame f "the crafs;” 
and wilt not thou he contented to beur rg ; 
proaches for him? Theſe are but che * 612388 


fs 
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of the croſs, which are niher. to be deſpiſedy 
than laid to heart. of 0) Nun 
E I uſe this holy: ar ah turn teligie 
ous, then I ſhall loſe ſuch yearly piofits which 
my ſin hath brought in. As Amaziah faid, 
What ſhall 7 do fer: the bundres rale Wer 
ee 72 ee I-19 d #47 
Is there any n in ne- Did ever any 
| "ak thrive upon that trade? By that time 
you have caſt up the ernie you will find 
but little profit. l 215A 11 
1. By the incomes that Gabtings in, thou 
treaſureſt up vengeance, Rom. ii. 5. While 
thou putteſt unjuſt gain in the bag, God puts 
wrath in his viol; and will you call this profit? 
Whatever money a man gets in a ſinful ak 
be mult pay intereſt for it in Mae. "1 bfr 
2. That cannot be for thy profit, which - 
makes thee come off a loſer” at la. Thou 
loſeth heaven and thy: ſoul; and what can 
countervail this loſs? ¶ hat is @ man profited 
be gain the whole world, and loſe: bis:own foul? 
Matt. xvi. 26. God (ſaith Chryſoſtom) hath 
a man two eyes; if he loſe one, he hath 
| anbrkes} but he hath but one ſoul, and if that 
foul be loſt, he is undone for ever. 
„But Lchave ſo much buſineſs, in the world; 
that I can find no time for this holy violence. 
As the King of Macedon ſaid, when they pre- 
ſented him with a hook treating of happineſs, 
2 n not at leiſure . 
1 "I 2907 -. 710 id 261 m_ 
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tion? Could Jeſus'Chriſt find time to comʒe 


tion, and canſt.thou find no time to loch after 
it? Is the getting 
obſtructs T ee Thy: m 


Canſt thou ind time to employ about thy e- 


a commander of an army, yet his work a8 
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See the folly of this objection. What ĩs be 
main bulineſs of life, but looking after he 
ſoul? And for men to ſay they are ſo im- 
merſed in the world, that they cannot mind 
their ſouls, is moſt abſurd and — Ew = 5 
is to make the greater give way to the leſſer; 
As if an huſbandman' ſhould ſay, he is fo buſy _ 
in angling, or locking aſter his bees, that h.. 
hath no time to plough or ſow. What is his 
occupation but ploughing? Such a madness 
is it to hear, men ſay, they are ſo taken wu  - 
about the world, chat they have no. time for 0 
their ſouls. T 

Could God 1 time to think of thy Gnas 


* - 


into the world, and be here above thirty ears 
in carrying on this great-delign of thy redemps - 


that which 


a little money 


Canſt a dne for: the body? Time to 
bet analiſies p, and not find time for thy ſaul? 


creation, and no time to employ about thy 
ſalvation ? Cant chin: finding for-idle viſits, _ 
and no time to viſit the throne of grace; 
Oh take heed thou goeſt not to hell in te 
croud of worldly buſineſs. Joſhua, vhο s 


- — 4 
* 


ſoldier was not to hinder' his Work as a C 
N ul e ee 


5 


— 


es HEAVEN TAKEN/BY enn 85 
the book' of the law in his hand, As well as the” 
Word, Joſh. 1871 tg att | 


| Thu, whoſoever: thou art that chalteſt this 


objection about worldly buſineſs, let me aſk - 
thee, doſt thou think A thy conſcience that 
this will be'# good excuſe at the laſt day, when 
God ſhall aſk thee, why didſt thou not take 
pains for heaven? thou ſhalt ſay, Lord I was 
fo ſteeped 1 in worldly: buſineſs, hat J was hin- 
dered. Were it a good plea for a ſervant to 
ſay to his maſter, he was fo drunk that he 
could not work? Truly, it is much like 
thine, to ſay, thou wert ſo drunk with the 
eares of the world, chat thou couldeſt 9 
violent for the kingdom. i 
Having anſwered theſe "objections; let me 
re- aſſume the exhortation, preſſing all Cc hriſ- 
tians to this violence for the heaven 2 


dom, as David's three worthies ventured 


their lives, and brake through the hoſt of the 
Philiſtines for water, 2 Sam. xxiii. 16. Such 
a kind of violence muſt we uſe, breaking 
3 all . e for obtaining the water 'of 


+ "> 
Go 1 4 > A ms i. { 


1. Conſider the deplorable condinion'wi are 
in by nature; a ſtate of miſery and damnation; 
therefore hat violence ſhould we uſe to get 
out of it! Were one plunged into quickſands, 
would he not uſe violenee to get out? Sin is a 
quickſand, and is it not wiſdom. to extricate 
ourſelves out? David being encompaſſed: with 
3 * Bis * was among lions, Pſal. 


vii. i 


—- 
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wii. 4. It is true in a ſpiritual. ſenſe, our foul 
is among lions. Every ſin.is-a lion that would 
deyour us, and if we are in the lion's den, ſhall. 
we not uſe violence to get out? The angels 
uſed violence to Lot; they laid hold on 
him, and pulled him out: of Sodom, Gen. x. 
16. Such violence muſt be uſed to get out 


the ſpiritual Sodom. It is. ee to a 


in the enemy's quarterss. 
2. It is poſſible that in the ofe of means we 


may arrive at happineſs. Impoſſibility de- 
ſtroys endeavour;:- but here is a door of hope 
opened. The, thing is feaſible. It is not with 


us as with the damned in hell; there isa tomb 


ſtone rolled over them. But while we are un- 


der the ſound of Aaron's bell, and the ſilver 
trumpet of the Goſpel is blown in our cats 
while the Spirit of grace breathes on us, and v ss 


are on this ſide the grave, there is great hope 


that by holy violence we may win Paradilez- 
An E. impoſſibility of ſalvation is only 
for them who have ſinned the ſin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, and cannot repent; but who ho theſe 
are is a ſecret, ſealed. up in God's book: ele 
here is a great encouragement to all to be ſe 


rious and earneſt in the matters of eternity, ber 
cauſe they are yet in a capacity of merey: no 


final ſentence is already paſſed. God hath not 
yet taken up the draw-bridge - of mercy” 
Though 3 gate of Paradiſe is ſtrait, yet it 
is not ſhut. This . ſhould. be as oil to the 


wheels, to make us lively and ah ein e 


he h 


{ineſs of ſalvation ; therefore as 


„ 
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mas Ploughs in hope, James v. ſo we ſhould 
= in hope; do all our work for heaven in 
for the white fag of mercy is yet held 
ö Pry So long as there was corn to be had in 
Egypt the ſons of I acob would not fit ſtary- 
ing at home, Gen. Xii. 3. So there is a king- 
dom to be obtained; therefore let us not fir 
ſtarving in our ſins any longer. 
This violence for heaven is the grand bus 
ſineſs of our lives: what did we come into the 
world for elſe? we did not come hither only tẽ 
eat and drink, and Wear fine cloaths; but the 
end ef our living is, to be violent er de 
kingdom of 3 Should the body only be 
tended, this were to trim the ſcabbard, and let 
the blade ruſt: to preſerve the lumber, and let 
the child be burnt. God ſends us into the 
World as a merchant ſends his factor to trade 
for him beyond the ſeas. So God ſends us hi- 
tt:ther to follow a ſpiritual trade, to ſerve him 
And ſave our ſouls, If ve ſpend all our time 
mim dreſſing and pampering our bodies,” or idle 
viſits, we ſhall give but a ſad account to God, 
when he ſhall End us a letter of ſummons by 
death, and bid us give an account of our fteward- 
bid. Werte not he much to be blamed: that 
mould have a great deal of timber given him 
to build him an houſe, and he-ſhould'cut out 
all this brave timber into chips? Juſt ſo is 
the caſe of many; God gives them precious 
time in Which they arg to provide for a'king- 
k WO waſte 5 me of hfe, 97 mr 
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it out all into Chips. "Lee i his. . EXCItE violence - 
| in the things of od; it is the main errand e 
our living heres "ſhall we out of the world 
and for 1 our errandꝰ 
w violent are che © wicked. in {in a of 
: Gn! "violent for chow APR ys luſts, Pray. i. 
16. Their,” feet. run (o evil. Violent for their 
unclean lu offered violence to 0555 
ſiſter; he 59 5 ve his luſl. though it colt | 
him his life, Sinners tire out themſelves in 
the devil's 1 Jer. 1% Anh They FREY | 
ene I 
108 7 0 Out of loye with 2 
9 


They, are. 4s, upon their idols. 
3p Were the Je ews, that the 74 they would ſpare 
no coſt in their 1 8 worſhip, Ia. xIvi, Gl. 
Tho, laviſh gold 10 * the NES pom were - 

3.4 upon idol: they, would. fa. 
eri 94 heir ſons and daughters to their id 
gods, Us ine the They. Built the hi NS 
of Baat to ca fens and daughters 10 
through the Were men. thus. a 9 

their luſts, hah idols, and ſhall not we be-vio- 
lent for a kingdom? Nay, you. that are no 
meet into Chtiſt, how vialent 2 

have ſome of you been formerly in eyil? 1 
did you once 55 yourſelves in/a-finful 17 5 Jo 
lle, Paul, who bet ore has ptr yr orc | 
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them whom you have ſeduced to ſin, are now 
crying out to you in hell, and ſaying, they 70 
never come there if it had not been for your 
example; ſhould not the conſideration of this 
humble you? Should not this make you the 
more violent in religion, that you may bring 
ſome glory to God before you die? Should 
not you be as induſtrious to fave fouls, as you 
have been to damn them? Were you to 100 
to the age of Methuſalem, you could never do 
God ſervice ſufficient for the diſhonour you 
have done to him. 

. This holy Nader hath much delight Z 
mingled with it, Prov. 1 e 
are pleaſantneſs. Thoug e way of religio 
E 11 1 it, in reſpect of eee 
it is full of roſes, in reſpect of that i inward 
peace and content that the ſoul finds in it. 
A man is violent at his recreation; but there 
is an inward delight he takes in it which ſweet- 
ens that > om St. Paul made religi jon his 
recreation, Rom. vii. 22. 1 delight in 15 law 
of God after the inward man. In the Greek, 
curjdofai, 1 take pleaſure not only heaven 1 It- 
ſelf is delightful, but the way thither. What 
raviſhing Jelight hath a gracious ſoul in 
prayer! Iſa. wi. 7. 4 will make them joyful in 
be houſe of prayer. What delight in holy con- 
templation! A Chriſtian hath ſuch illapſes of 
the Spirit, and meets with ſuch transfigurations 
of ſoul, that he thinks himſelf half in heaven. 
: Serving > God 3 is like n of ſpices, or 

flowers, 


4 bl 
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38 1 IM") c M655. a. £ 


* * 


COW _ ACID + PIES” © oY © ge” 


„ SR” 
24 


HEAVEN. TAKEN BY '$TORM. | in 
flowers, wherein there is ſome Ubour;; but 
the labour is recompenſed with delight. The 


way of fin hath bitterneſs in it. T he bears 
while they lick the honey, are ſtung with the 


bees. So while men are following their luſts, 
they have 5 1 5 of conſcience, 1 are a 


S—_—_ ==» 


pic 
but Ne el | 
6. This diente Aſs en 9 pes in - 
relig ion, puts a luſtre upon a Chriſtian. The 
5 any ching is, the more active. 


bee glotious creature, as 4 giant it 
ks. its ace, 


Pf. xix. £4 Fi ire, the nobleſt 
element, e vie „. The an gels s =o 
deſcribed with wings, J vi, 2s "Rich fo 
emblem of their ſwift obedience,  ,The more 


9 0 we are in religion, the more zogehe 


911 £37 1 "Y 15 25 n 


7. How: violent was Chriſt about our POE 
tion * He was in an agony ; ; he continued all 
night in prayer, "Luke vi. 12. He we t, he- 
faſted, he diet! | a violent death; he roſe vio- 
lently out of the grave. Was Chriſt 0 vio- 
lent for our ſalvation, and doth it not become 
us to be violent, who are ſo nearly concerned 
— it? Chriſt's violence was not only 0 

&o! but ex It was not 0 to 
appeal God, bar ho inch vs. Chriſt was 
violent in dying, to reach 68-20 'be Violent in 


believing. 
K 2 8. This | 


— 


e foul. Holy violence is like 
1 Noah's dove to the ark, where it 


in all other duties of religi 


have the Spirit of God helping 
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8. This holy violence brings reſt; motion 
tends to reſt, Heb, iv. 9. There remaineth a 
reſt. for the pech F God. 5 9 al there is a 
motion which doth not tend to reſt: they who 
are yiolent in a * of ſin, ſhall never have 
reſt, Rev. iv. 8. They reſt not day and 1 1 
Suck as are graceleſs, hall be reſtleſs, ... 


che violence a Chriſtian, takes, leads to fell 


As the weary traveller fits- down at 


ano 
reſts him, Pfal. cxvi. 7. Return i 
abe 


If we uſe what violence we are able, 
God will help us, Phil. ii. 12. It 7 15 4 who 


tporketh in you. "Path to ples and to 8 * 3 


tit helps us in prayer, and 


ly 

gion, 8255 vil. 2 7 
The promiſe . and the Spirit ena- 
diech In all earthly races a man runs in his 
own ſtrength; but in the race to heaven we 
; the not 
only gives us the crown, when, We Wrendhge 
running, but he g1ves us legs to run; he 

es exciting and ailing grace; t the 1 85 a 

30d helping, makes our Work caly. 


ther help S to car wochen, bis Fe gen 101 ult. | 
If the addons To. | 


the iron, it is not 
r the iron to moye. fg the Spirit of. God, 


at 4 divine loadſtone, move the heart 


in ohedien ce; now, the * wich 
more Flr. 6 W. ack; ry on, 


EI 1 758 1 Ravi Bft 10; This 
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idle in the vineyard; they are a 


when ſatan came with a temptation he might 


3 „% ad tt _ TRIP 7 LITE 
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bough, then; it is in danger of being thot, 
When a Chriſtian ies ail and inactive, now: | 


F acne de ret aos. 8 
hy ; 
8 F * 
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10. This bleſſed violence in feligion, would 


preventive of much ſin. While men are 


to every 
temptation. We do not ſow our in. fal- 


he 


low ground; but ſatan doth ſom moſt of his 


ſeed, of temptation in hearts that lie fallow. 
When he ſees perſons unemployed, he will find 
them work to do; he will ſtir them up to one 


by or other, Matt. xiii. 25. J bile men Aept, the. n 


— owed tares. When ſatan finds men in a 
D their ſleeping time is his 
3 time; but by holy violence we pre- 


vent the devil's — we are ſo buſied about 


ſalvation, that we have n leiſure to liſten to 
a temptation. St. Jerome gave his friend. 
this advice, tp. be always well employed, chat 


find him working in. the vineyatd When che 
bird is flying it is fafe; wh ſits ſtill on the 


the devil ſhoots him witł his fiery darts- 


— 


| 11. The folly of ſuch as are Molent for « ut 


world, but not for the kingdom above. Alas! 


how inſipid are all theſe things chat werlag out 
il ſweat and v . 2 
make us happy. King Solomon did as it were: 
put all the creatures into a lichbeckk, and/Mtill. 


out the quinteſſence of chan ang e 
was vanity, Ecclef. ii. 8. 552 11 
1. Theſe earthly things. that. we fotoi for; 
we uncertain, 1 Tim. vi. 17. It is uncertain 

EX whether 
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whether we ſhall ger them. All char are 
ſuitors to a virgin do not ſpeed. All that come 
to a have not t prise. 4s 
2. They are unſatisfactory. Cale mer ea 
up ſilver asduft; had they as much ag che def 
iſed Chriſt, An abe binguums bf the world, 
| and the gin of thaw; yet they cn ne more fi 
che hen n ee fin the. ci. 
tern, Eccleſ. v. 16. What Froſt bath be that lu. 
e > pt un ret een 
3. They are tranſient; death ſets u cle 
rot. All worldly poſſeſſions are like à Caſtle 
of: ſhow in the ſun; or like a fy of flowets | 
_ which withev While we are” ing to it. 
On What folly & it to put forth alÞ Enes Vio⸗ 
lence for the world, which is but! for a ſeuſon, 
and not for Chriſt and grace. As if a con- 
demmed man ſhould be in earneſt” to ge tis 
dinnef, but never mind is pardon. 
12. The next motive is in die err an 
. | violence is for # The k of 
bhbeeaven ſuffereth vioſence And Wat will 
we be violent for; if not for à Kingdom? 
Men will wade to a kingdom through blood: 

. this is a kingdom worth firivir = | Cypris 
ie as and fo- exeteding” dul, 
that it wus ancientiy called ctr fo Which 
. igaißes bleſſed. This title of Bieſſel may 

more fitly be given to the heavenly kingdom. 
If the mountains were gold; if every fand of 
er A e whole ge 
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freedorn fron! the aſſaults of the 
Tr is ſadto have tan di folickting £0 1 
ns, and labouring to trepan us — 


kingdom, i it is hot capab 
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were 4 ſhining chryſolite; it were infinit den 
neath the glory o, this kin lee 


1 TC: Li 3 344 
* 


1. The immunities of the” Beech , © 
| dom are great. 1 * FI 7i3 1 * aria iis s bs ON 
. Phereſſhallibea' freedom from ochre 


ſin keeps houſe with us; ir is as natural c. 


to ſin, as to breath. The ſbul that is moſt te- 
fined, and elarified by 


grace, is not withbut 


ſome d 
of a war fin. 


olive; but when we aſcend to the ' heavenly 
kingdom, this mantle of fin ſhall drop off. 


That kingdom is ſo pure, that it will not m 
ption, Neri xxi. 27. A ſigful 
thought ſhall bot errep in there Ther is 

beauty which is not ſtained with luſt, and 0 


with any corru 


* » 
© 


*x + 


nouf which: is not fwelled with pride: - 
2 In that bleſſed kingdom there Wall b. 


Temptation is the devil's" ponent 
to . of our 
this is the bleſſed frecdem of 1 

le of temptatio hot | 
ig caſt out of Puradiſe. 


old 


own tribes go to war! Ex 
dah, and Judah veketh E 


E 


4 - 


$44 


of corruption. St Paul eried dur 
He who is inoculated int 
Chriſt hath ſtill a taſte and reliſn of the will 


3. In chat bleſſed Kingdom . | 
freedom from diviſions.” In this world God's # 


Chit Bade} bn tein 5 


* 
= - 
* 
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ſions of ſaints Pierce; his heart. Chriſt prayed 
that all his might be one, as he and 
his Father are one, John xvii 21. But how 
do Chriſtians by their diſcords and animoſities 
go about what in them lies to fruſtrate Chriſt's 
prayer. But in the kingdom of heaven there 
Is perfect love, which as it caſts out fear, ſa 
| Re. Thoſe Chriſtians that 2 not live 
quietly together here, in that kingdom ſhall 
be united. There Calvin and Luther are 
agreed. In that celeſtial kingdom there ſhall 
be no vilifying. or ſlandering one another, or 
raking. into thoſe ſores which Chriſt died ta 
heal. Chriſtians that could not pray together, 
Mall ſing together 1 in that glorious choir: there 
hall not be one Jarcing, ſing in the ſaints 
| muſic... ot 
4. In that heavenly kingdom chere ſhall be 
freedom from all n lives now 
are interlined with troubles, Pſa, xxxi. 10. 
My life it ſpent with-\griefs.: and my years. with 
fighing. T re are many things to occaſion. 


. .  difquiet;. ſometimes poverty afflicts: ſome- 


times. ſickneſs tortures; ſometimes unkindneſa 
of friends breaks the heart. Our lives, like 
the Iriſh. ſeas, are full of tempeſts hut in the 
kingdom of heaven; is nothing to adminiſten 
grief; chere all is ſerene and 3 nothing 
within to humble, or without to moleſt. 


A. Ahe royalties and. excellencies of that 2 


kingdom are great. We may ſay of heaven, 
4 * n ſaid eee xyiü. 97 10. oe 


place where there i 
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bare faen. the land, and Lebold it is ven good; # 
en of hy 1 


The heavenly ky 


Rev. Xxi. 21. Tabs twelve Mee gave ers were twelue pearla. 


Earthly ki traffic abroad for. 
gold. and ſpices: ** the kingdom of God are 


all rarities to be had, all commodities of its own 


rrowth ; 8 
earing ſey 


figured py the tree of life, 
of, fruity, Rev. Auß, 2. 


How, rich /t 18 that, þ ace where the bleſſed 
Deity ſhines, rth 1 in its immenſe glory inte 
angels. "= 


nitely beyond the comprehenſion. of 


2. The delights of the heavenly. 
are ongoing The comforts here below: are 
checkered. H 


28 
are mix 
heaven are pure as well as, pleaſant. There 


at bottom. The roſe in that Para, 

out prickles; wann hat horizon 1s without 

eclipſe. Eng T d W t lie 
3. Tha 1 


Te * it knows no end. GSi 20. 


e kingdoms o be more.glori- 


they are, their foundations of gold; 
den . of Pearl, their windows of ſapphire; 
yet they are corruptihle, Hol. i. 4. I will auß 
the kingdom to ceaſt. \ Troy and 


990 of * as it is . wicht bande; 


W . 2 


tY : 2 
_— 


onour may be ſtained wih dif 
Il uvterlarded with ſorrow. Out ſtars 
with. clowns burr the deſicacies of . 


t hath not one drop of gall. The 


cryſtal ſpring of joy hath no ſettling oi ſorrow 
ie is with: 


aboye 8 durable, tx t 


Athens new 
lie buried in their own ruins. But the kings. - 


„ I 
ſo without end. It is the ever laſtin g kingdom, 


2 Pet. i. 11. Now methinks, if ever we will 


ufe violence, it ſhould be for this kingdom, 
this king dom will make amends for all oor 
labour — pains. Cæſar marching with his 
army towards Rome, and hearing that all the 
people were fled from it, ſaid, they that will 
not fight for this city, what city will they fight 
ford 80 if w will not put forth violence for 
this kingdom of heaven, what will we be Vio- 
tent for? I fay to all, as the children of Dan 
in another ſenſe, Judg. xvili. 9. "Ye have ſeen 
the land, and behold it is very good; and are ye 
ill? Be not Nothfal to So aud wee, to r Polfe ſeſs 
the land; 
13. The more est c we knee: Uſa for 
heaven, the ſweeter heaven will be when we 
come there. As when a'man hath been graft- 
ing trees, or ſetting flowers in his garden, it is 
pleaſant to review and look over his labours: 


fo in heaven, when we ſhall remember our | 


former zeal and activity for the kingdom, it 


will ſweeten heaven, and add to the joy of 
it. For a Chriſtian to think, ſuch a ya 3 


ſpent in examining my heart; ſuch a day I was 


- weeping for fin; when others. were at their 
ſport, I was at my 


| loft any thing by this violence? My tears are 
wiped away, and the wine of Paradiſe cheers 
my heart. I now enjoy him cob my foul 
abet; I now have the crown and white robes I 
ſo longed for. Oh how pleaſant will it be to 


prayers; and now, have 1 


oa 


ö 


5 
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think, this is the | heayen my. deen bled for, . 
and I ſweat for. 4 . 

14. The more violence we we forth In e- 
ligion, the greater meaſure, of glory we hall. | 
have. That there are — 94 of gloty in 
heaven, ſeems to me beyond diſpute. 

1. There are degrees-of torment in hell; 
therefore by the rule of contraries degrees of 
glory in heayen., Ne 

2. The Scrip 7 FM * a prenber- 8 rer 
ward," Matt. In wo which As, 5 degree above 
others. Abt 5 

3. The ſaints are aid to te as the Pars, 
bi. xi. Now one ſtar differcth from. another,” 
in glory. . So. thaf,there Tre agate of hap 
pineſs; and gf this judgment is; Calvin; a 
alſo many of the antient fathers, * Conlider | 
then ſeriouſly; the more violent we are for hea-. 
ven, and the more work we do for God, the 
greater will be our reward... The, hotter.our 
zeal, the brighter our crown. Could we hear 
the bleſſed 5 Uls de ales Heaking to us 35 05 


ee) again we es, 1 God a thouſand times 
more ſervice than ever we have done; we 
would pray: -with more life, act with, more zeal, 
for now we. fee, the more. hath- been our la- 
bour, the more aſtoniſhing is our Jau. and W 
more flouriſhing our crow. 

15. Upon our violence for the. 
Gad hath gy 88 Matt. Vil. 7. 2 


__ % 3 


"Ty f with 4 faint 
Fe egs nial. Kin pi xn Fea ov 
wich his golden ſcepter, and ſaid ta Queen, 
- Eſther, un it ſhall be given. to the half of the 

myo. But God faith more, Alk and he 
wh Rive the whole Kingdom, Luke xii. 32. It 
is obſervable, the door of the tabernacle was 
not of braſs, but had a thin covering, à Vail, 
tlrat chey might eafily enter into it: ſo the door 
of heaven is e Chriſt's werbe made 
eaſy, that our pra put in feryency m 
, on, po Es 954 od hath promiſe 
give "the Spirit, Lu e Xl. 13. A nd if he 
| tive his Spirit, he will give the kingdom: the 
Spirit firſt anoints, 1 John ii. 27. and after i its 
inte oil comes the crown. 

2. Seek and ye ſpall ind. But, is it hot faid, 
many ſhall ſeek to enter in and ſhall not be able: , 
Euke it. 24. I anſwer, that is, becauſe ws 
did ſeek in a 9 PIN 

1. They did ſeek ignorantly, Goring aj 1 
ar 5 an unknown god. 5 is ill ing 
gy in the dark. Ignoran ſeek hey 
ven Hh bf licks god we gz ; they ſeek in the 
( Hy and no wonder they mifs 2 q 
2. They did feek' proudly.” They wh 
heaven by their own merits; whereas we ar 
to ſeek the ing, in 4068 W = 
n huis name. FROM 


= CIS 
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3: They did ſeek lazily; as the ſpouſe 
fought Chrift on ber bed; and found him not, 
Cant. iii. 1. So many ſeek Chriſt in a ſupine 
manner; they ſeek, but they do not ſtrive. R 
4. They did ſœek h ys th would * 
have heaven and their Juſts'too.: Like that. 
proteſtant prince Cambden ſpeaks of, who ſet 
up one altar in the ſame church td the true 
God, and another to the idol. But let norte 
ſuch ſeekers ever think to find happineſs; let . 
them not think to lie in Dalilah's lap, and 80 0 
Abraham's boſom when they die. OO 
5. They did+: ſeek inconſtantly: boeauit 
mercy did not come ;prelendy; they ow over: 
ſeeking. 1 *in 
But elſe if we ſeek the kingdom: ofa hedvew 
cordially, God hath pawned his truth in 2 
promiſe, we ſhall find, Jer. xxix. 13. Then ſhall _ 
ve find” me, WR n for me with: all ou 25 
| Heart. 1 1681905 et 08 : 5 
Kier and ito ball be 4.  Krocking : 
implies violence; ſoul beer do as Peter. 25 
Acts xii. 16. He continued knocking. We 
muſt continue knocking by prayer, and- hen: 
ven- gate ſnall be opened. How may. this be 
as oil to the end How müy it excite 
holy violence; when we have ſo gracious 
9 In ny: 2 mann ae 
of 36s; 1500493 vor 143 n en 
nel , Th 55 1 Linden 
men ini thęir ſecular employments. Violence 
for the ee 3 2 in a calling, - 
. . | : are 
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praying in a family. . 
— — ſome lines: 


guilty of the breach of that | 
Sir days — God never ſealed 
mari ar ge * 2 
indlicted at the day 
Held be over- run To "og Thi 
ocrites who talk of living by faith, 
do live in a calling. Only remember, —— 
pains you take in religion muſt exceed the 
ether, Matt. vi. 33. Seek ye fit the kingdom of 


- Ged. Firſt, in order of time, before all things; 


nnd fuſt in order of effeRion, above all things. 
— Have ſoul the nobler Part, therefoee that 


4 Jay, ve 
the world, chat all time for religion is 7 ara | 
2 we cannot get dene nen, cab. 
ta rend or pray! = 
f your trade be fuch that you cannot allow 
PF R 
is unlawful, my ee 


AY a 
5 W 
10 2 . — * 
* 
/ 


a trade to be found, doubtleſs it is unlawful; 
but let not men lay it upon their trads, but 


the 
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1. When ideat in fac Womb ü : 

as they know cannot be uſed without fin; Scl. 
ig of black por, or idolatrous pictures and 
Cruci | 


2. When their trade doth ſo involye en . 


in worldly buſineſs, that they cannot mind 
eternity, or make out one ſally to the throne 
of grace. They are ſo much in the ſhop, that 
they cannot be in the clofet. If there be ſuck 


upon themſelves ; their trade would them 
leave to ſerve God, but — 1 will 
not gie them leave. O how many put à fal. 
— — —— ———— 


2% There is bur a mort þ of ime 
ted us, chereſb work the 
— — Fndeed > 


nets, dut natives, and were to ſtay here ald 
The bloffom of childhood co 
of youth; anch the bud of rl 
; and the 


hopes to come to the flower of age 
flower of age hopes to come to old 
old age 


to renew its ſtrength as the es- 
gle: but if we meafure life by a pair of ſerip- 
ture-cormpaſſes, it is ſhort + it is com- 
2 Ty —— 17. to an 

XXXIX. 5. as if there were 
— dos ws and the grave. 


| Is the time of life ſo ſhort, and may de be 


. ter 


2 
dream of 4 long life, as if we were not 2 


age; and 


55 to approach, had need ſpur on the harder, d 


| | wherein the means 'of- 
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ter than we are aware? what need is there zea- 
louſſy to improve it before it be flipped away? 


if time runs, let us ſo run, 1 Cor. ix. 24. He 


that hath_a great buſineſs in hand, and the 
time allotted for doing it is but ſhort, had not 
need loſe any of that time. A traveller that 
hath many 1 to ride, and the night ready 


the night doth not overtake him: ſo we have 
a long journey, and the night of death is draw- 
ing on, how ſhould we. uſe ſpurs to our ſlugs 
giſh hearts, that we may - on more ſwiftly 4, 
18. A man's perſonal day of grace may be 

| ſhort. There _ a time while the ſceptre 'of 
grace is held forth, 2 Cor. vi. 2. Nom is the;ac+ 
cepted time. The Lord hath prefixed a time 
grace ſhall work or not 
work. If a perſon come not in by ſuch a 
time, God may ſay, Never fruit grow on cher 
more. A ſign this day of grace is paſt, when 
conſcience hath done ſpeaking, and God's Spi- 
rit hath done ſtriving. Whether this day _ 
be longer or ſhorter, we cannot tell; but be- 
cauſe it may ſo ſoon expire, it is wiſdom, to. 
take the preſent opportunity, and uſe all-yio- 
lence for heaven,” The day of grace haſtens 
away: no man can (like Toſkua), bid this ſun 
Rand ſtill; and if this critical day be once 
paſt, it cannot be recalled. The day of grace 

g loſt, the next is a clay of rat, Jeru- 

5 falem- had a day: but ſhe loſt it, Luke xix. 44. 


ai thou badſt me. -even ches. in ſbis ty ey 


— — 


| See w choad years for my fake? 
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ms which belong thy pe 


——— now 
from thine eyes; which is ä | 
doleful -knell over a dymg perſon; therefore 
put forth all violence for heaven, and do it in 
this, 76 i, before it be too late, and the de- 
cree be forth. 
19. If you neglect the offering violence 
Mar gre pros: x for you after death. 
When men ſhall open eyes in another 
world, and ſee into what a damned condition 
they have finned themſelves, O now ' what 
woakd not do, what violence would they 
not ule, if there were a poſſibility they mighe 


, . 
* 
\ 


be ſaved ! When once the dies of mints | 
ſhut, if God would make new terms far harder 


than before, 
If God ſhould ſay to the finner after death; 
Wouldſt thou be content to return to the —' _ 
earth, and live there under the harrow of 4 


Lord, L wa fubleribs —— EEE 
world's fury, may I have but thy favgur at 
luaſt. But, wilt thou be content to ferve an ap- 
prentic in hell a thouſand years, where 
thou ſhalt feel the worm gnawing, and the firs - 
burning? Yes, Lord, even in hell I ſubmit 06 | 
be; ſo chat after a thouſand years I may has 


2 releaſe, and that bitter cup may paſs _—_ 
from me. But, wile thou * _ 


L 3 


they would readily ſeat to hem. 


1e! HEAVEN TAKBN/BY STORM: 
- haſt told, endure the rack ? wilt thou for every 
aath that thou haſt ſworn, fill a bottle of tears? 
wilt thou for every ſin thou haſt committed, 


lie ten thouſand years in ſackcloth and aſhes? 
Ves Lord, all this and more if thou requireſt, 


Iwill ſubſcribe to; 1 am content now to uſe 
any violence, if I may but at laſt be admitted 
into thy kingdom. No, will God ſay, there 
hall be no ſuch condition propoſed to thee, no 
poſſibility of favour, but thou ſhalt lie for ever 
_ © among the damned, and the ig able tu dwell 
with everlaſting burnings? Oh therefore be wiſe 
in time; now while God's terms are more eaſy, 
embrace Chriſt, -and heaven; for after. death 
there will be nothing to be done for your ſouls. 
| _ finner and the furnace ſhall never hs: par- 
'x EO + {analog 
20, How without all inolady will you beleft, 
if you neglect this violence for heaven! Me- 
thinks 1 hear God thus expoſtulating theicaſe 
with ſinners at the laſt day, Why did you not 
take pains for heaven? Hath not there been a 
Prophet among you? Did not my miniſters 
lift up their voice like a trumpet? Did not they 
warn N Did not they perſuade you to uſe 
_ this violence, telling you that your ſalvation 
_ depended upon it? but the moſt melting rhe- 
toric of the Goſpel would not move you. | Did 
„„ give you time to look after your: ſouls? 
| Rev. I. 21. I gave her ſpace to repent.” Did not 


Fou promiſe in your vow in baprifin, that you 
«would take ons: _ amet. fighting under - 


wn 
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my banner againſt world fleſh;' RY devil? 
Why then did you not uſe violence for the 
1 It muſt be either ſloth or obſti« 

nacy. Tou could be violent ſor other things; 


for the world, for your luſts, but not for the 
ou ſay ſor 


kingdom of heaven. What can you 
yourſelves, Why the ſentence of damnation 
ſhould: not 482 Oh how will men be con 
founded and left ſpeechleſs at ſuch a time, and 
God's juſtice ſhall be cleared in their condem- 


— 4. That theu mayeſi beiclear when 


| judgeſt; Though the dinner thall-drink.a 

e yet not one 
21. What a vekation it will be at laſt td 
loſe the kingdom of glory for want of a little 
violence. When one ſhall think with himſelf, 


1 did ſomething in religion, but T-was'not:yue» - 


lent enough; I prayed, but 1 hould have 
brought fire. to the ſacrifice. L heard the word, 
but I ſhould have received the truth in love: 
1 humbled myſelf with faſting, but I ſhould 
with -humiliation have joined reformation. 1 
gave Chriſt's poor good words; [cid bid: them 
be warmed, but I ſhould have cloathed and fed 


them, and for want of a little more violence I 8 1 


have loſt the kingdom. The prophet bade 
the king of Iſrael ſmite upon the 


ſpouldeſt have ſmitten ve or fix times, then _ 
thou ſmitten Syria till 'thou hadft conſumed it. 


2 man doth» ſomething in religion, ** — . 


e - 
: a 6; , 
- 

. 

* & 
* 

/ 
» 


drop. of injuſfice. 


ground, 
2 Kings Xii. 18. And he ſnote thrice, and laid. 
and the-man of God was. wrath, and ſaid, thou 


| © balf do one's work, and by ſhooting 
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chrice, and then ſtays; whereas, had he but put a 
forth a little more violence for heaven, he had 
been ſaved. What a miſchief is this butts 


g ſhort to 
loſe the, kingdom! Oh how will this cut a 
man to the heart when he is in hell, to think, 
had I but gone a little farther it had been bet · 
ter with me than it is now; 1 had not been 
- thus tormented in the flame. | 
' 522; Tie ns den as the ae Geb whe 
have taken heaven by force. David broke 
his fleep for meditation, Pf. cxix. 148. His 
violence for heaven was boiled up to zeal, 
Pſ. exix. 1.39. My zeal bath confumed me. And 
St. Paul ia reach forth unto thoſe things 
which were before. The Greek word ſignifies 
to ſtretch out the neck: a metaphor taken from 
racers that ſtrain every limb, and reach for- 
ward to lay hold upon the prize. We read 
of Anna a propheteſs, Luke ii. 37. She de- 
. parted not from the temple, but ferved God with 
faſtings and,prayers night and day. How in- 
duſtrious was Calvin in the Lord's 
When his friends perſuaded him for his health 
ſake, to remit alittle of his labours, faith he, 
* Would you have the Lord find me idle 
ehen He comes?” Luther ſpent. three 
houts = day_in prayer ee 
Bradford, „ was 


* — — is — n the: abou 
| Y 


— 1 
— 


bleſſed martyrs! they wore their fetters/ as -- 
naments; they ſnatched up torments as croẽms, ö 
and embraced the flames as cheartully: as . 
Elijah did the fiery chariot that came to fetch 
him to heaven. Let racks, fires, pullies, 
« and all manner of torments come, ſa 1. may 
« win-Chriſt,” ſaith Ignatius. Theſe pious _ 
ſouls re/fted-unto blood.; How ſhould this-pro- 
voke our zeal! Write after theſe-fair. copies. 
23. If the ſaints with all their violence have. 
much ado to get to heaven, how all they | 
come there who uſe no violence, 1 Pet iv. IB. 
F the righteous ſcurcely be ſaved, where ſpall the 
ungodly and ſinner appear! If they that ſtrive 
as in an agony can . in at the ſtrait 
12 IF EDEN penny his 
„ by prayer, watc 1-48 faſting;- 1 Cor: | 
| laoſe the reins to the fleſh, and bath them 
ſelves in the luſcious ſtreams of carnal plea» - 


* 


ſure. „ o EVE. e 4-493; 250 
24. This ſweating for heaven is hot to en- 
dure long, 1 Pet. v. 10. after 9e baue ſuffered 
awhile, So after ye have offered violence 
awhile, there ſhall be an end put to it. Foun 
awhile and you ſhall have done weeping, wrelts 
ling, praying; it is but awhile and the trace 
will be over, and you ſhall receive he end d, 
your faith, the ſalvation of your ſouls, 1 Pet. i. 9. 
It is but awhile and you ſhall have done your 5 
09 | | . wear 


KI 


e gnce. The winter will be paſt, and the fpring 
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weary marches, you ſhall put off your armour, : 
and put on white robes. r FT ola. 
When the war is aver. 
a How thould:this excite a ſpirit of  bely-vio- 
lence! It is but a few months or days and 
' you: ſhall reap the ſweet! fruit of your obedi- 


flowers of joy ſhall appear. Doctor Taylor 
comforted onſet when he was to the 
ſtake, © I have but tuo ftiles to go over, and 
— ſhall be at my Father's houſe.” Chrif- 
tians, you have but a lictle way to go, «little 
more violence, a few more tears ſhed; s few 
more fabbaths kept, and then your hopes 
-ſhall be crowned with the beatifical faght of 
God. When the vapour is blown way, then 
e may fee the fun clearly: ſo when this ſhort | 
vapour of life is blown away, then we ſhalt be- 
hold Chriſt the. Sun of fncſs in ali his 
2 2. We fall ſae him as be in. 
2. If you are not violent for heaven, you 
walk 2 to your own prayers. You 
's will may be done by you n 
2 now how is God's 
will done in heaven? Are not the angels 
fwift in doing the will of God? like the ſtars 
above the equinoctial, that are moved many 
millions of miles in an hour. The ſeraphims 
are deſcribed with wings, to ſhew how velo- 


_ cious and winged they are in their obedience, _ 


IIa. vi. 2. Now if you are not violent in your. 


1 2 3 live in a contradiction | 
to 
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to you own Prayers. - Tou are far from being 
* Fr 
ven. 


26. This holy and bleed violence wonld | 
| make Chriſtians willing to die. What is; „ 


makes men ſo loth to die? They ax =, 


4 
* 4 * Le 
— — 
* LA 12 
. 2 . * 
- * 2 -s 


tenant that is loch to go out of an houſe ; 
ſo? becauſe their conſtience accuſeth 
that 
heaven: they have been ſleeping, 


ſhould have been working, and now. dend | 


| looks ghafty; they are afraid death will carry 
them priſaners to hell; whereas the Chriſtian | 
that hath been active an religion, and hath 
ſpent his time in the fervice of God, he can 
look death in the face with comfort. He who: 


hath been violent for heaven in this hfe; need 


not fear a violent death. Death ſhall do him 


no hurt, it hall not be a deſtruction, but a 


deliverance: it ſhall purge 
glory. What made St. Paul ſay, 
d:ffabued, Phil. i. 23. Surely the reaſon was, ne 
had been a man of violence; he did ſpend 
himſelf for Chriſt, and Jahaured mare than all. 


out ſin, and perfect 
I defire tube 


the nher apaſties, 1 Cor. xv. 10. And now. 


he knew thrre was 2 crown laid up for him. 
Augniſtus the emperor did deſire that he might 


haue an &/lawaris, a quiet caly death. If any 
* at death, and we” 


thing make aur pillow caty 
go ont of the warkd quietly, t wall be this 
-raokenee chat we have put in = 
of religion. 
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| have taken little : 
'they or no . 
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27. If for all thathath been ſaid, you will 
either ſit ſtill, or keep your ſweat for ſome- 
thing elſe than heaven, know, there is a time 
ſhortly coming when you will wiſh you had 
uſed this violence. When ſickneſs ſeiaeth on 
you, and your diſeaſe begins to gro violent, 
and you think God's ſerjeant is at the door, 
then — 5 wiſhes will you make, Ob that I 
had been more violent for heaven !- Obi that I 
had been praying when I was dancing and 
making merry! Oh that I had had a Bible in 
my hand, when I had a pair of cards! how 
happy then might I have 2 but alas, my 
caſe: is miſerable! what ſhall I do! I amo 
ſick, that I cannot live, and ſo ſinful, that! 
dare not die! O that God would reſpite me 
a little longer, that he would put a ſew years 
more in my leaſe, that. a little ſpace might be 
ted me to recover my loſt hours! As one 
laid on her death- bed, call time again; but 
time will not be called. again. At the hour of 
death ſinners will awake Out of their 14 | 
and fall into a frenzy of horror and deſpair 
and ſhall not all theſe arguments prevail with : 
men to be violent for the kingdom? What an 
 " hardened piece is a ſinner's heart! We read 
that at Chriſt's paſſion, the »rocks rent, Matta 
Xxxvii. 51. but nothing will move a ſinner; 
_ the rocks will ſooner rend than his heart. If 
all that I have ſaid will not prevail, it is a ſign 
ruin is certain, 1 Sam. . bear temeu 
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not to the voice of their Father, becauſe the Lord + 


would flay them. 


Yer this caution 1 muſt neceſſarily inſert, 5 
though we ſhall not obtain the kingdom wick. 
out violence, yet not for our violence. When 
we have done all, look up to Chriſt and free 
grace. Bellarmine' ſaith, we merit heaven 
er e No, though we are ſaved 1 in the 
uſe of means, yet by grace too, Epheſ, ii. 5. 
By grace . are ſaved, Heaven is a donative. 
Luke xii. 32. 17 is my" Father's good pleaſure 
to give 74 a kingdom. Why may one ſay, I 
have: uſed N for i it, I have wrought for — 
the kingdom : I, but it is a gift that free-grace „ 
beſtows. We muſt look up to Chriſt for ac- 
ceptance : not our*ſweat, but his blood ſaves : 


our labouring qualifies us for heaven, but 
Chriſt's dying pyrchaſed heaven. Alas what 


js all that we can do in compariſon of glory? ? 


What is the tHedding of a ted to a crawn? © 95 


therefore we muſt bf all in Paint a 
juſtification, and let Chriſt and free-grace 
ry away the glory of our ſalvation. 8 Gatr 
help us in our working, Phil. ii. 12 *Þt is 
God which wworketh in you both to wt; pe? to de, 
How then can we merit by our working, wien 
it is God that helps us in our working?” 5 4 - 
© I ſhall in the next place lay down. ſome 
rules or directions, how to K this bleſſed . 
violence. 6; "4 
1. Take heed of the things which Lal 
hinder this —— wo "a. 
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1. Take «ay of unbelief. Unbelief..i is. a 
oreat hindrance, 'as it is diſcouraging. When X 
Chriſtian, is working for heaven, 9 whiſ- 
pers thus: to what, purpoſe, is all this pains ?. 
T had as good fit ſtill, . I may pray, and not 


be heard; I may work, and have no reward.; 
I may come near heaven, yet. miſs it, J. . 


viii. 12. And they ſaid, there is no hope... | 
belief deſtroys hope; and * 7 ou cut Ok 


ſinew of rel gion, all Ki 15 heaven 
coeaſeth. Unbelief raiſeth a cloud of deſpon- 
deney in the heart. Alas! you will never be 
able to go through the work of religion; ſo 
many precepts to obey; ſo many temptations, 
to reſiſt; ſo. many afflictions to bear, that you 


will fall under the burden; you will tire in 


your march to heaven. Unbelief raiſeth jea- 
lous thoughts of God; it repreſents him as an 


auſtere maſter, and that if we fail in never 25 


. 


little a punctilio, he will take the carr oh 
the law upon us. This diſcourageth the oul 


in the uſe of means. Unbelief 8 as San- 


1 and Tobiah did to che Jews, Nehem. 

. They made . us afraid, ſayin 4 4 their bands 
bal be weakened from the w Oh, take 
heed of unbelief, it deſtroys this holy vio- 


lence. We read of  Jeroboam's arm being 
withered, 1 King. Ill. 4. Unbelief wither 
the arm of the ſoul, that it cannot ſtretch it- 


ſelf forth to any ſpiritual action. Unbelicf 
doth the devil the greateſt kindneſs; it makes 


* his temptations to STS: which do ſo 


inchant 5 


ivy: 
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inchant and bewitch us, that we cannot work, 
Beware of this nz, believe. the promiſes: 
God is Ke od to the ſe on i? thet { che him, Lam. iii. 
| 25 1 t ſeek Oo with . 


13 rs both his heart and heaven tothe. 
heed of pugzling your thoughts abaut 


e A Chriſtian may, think thus; why 
ſhould. take Pains * erhaps I am not 3 
and. then all 1975 violence is to no purpoſe, 
Thus many are taken off from: the uſe of 


means, and the buſineſs of rehgion is at ſtand. 
Whereas no man can juſtly ſay, he is not 
elected. It is true, ſome of God's children 
have aid fo in temptation: but as Peter in 
2 transfiguration fad he knew not what; ſo 

theſe, in A temptation. But no man can 7 RE 
he is. not tleded, untefs he 


on julr grout 
can prove that he. Nh finned © the ſin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, For any one to alſert non- 
election is à ſin; for that Which keeps him in 


ſin, muſt needs be finful :+but- this opinion 


keeps him in fin ; it diſcourageth him from 
the uſe of means, and cuts the ſinews of all 
endeavours; do not therefore perplex your 
thoughts about election; this book is ſealed, 

and no. angel can unclaſp it. The rule Chrif⸗ 
tians are to go by is, God's revealed will, not 
his ſecret. God's revealed will is, that We 
| ſhould.pray and repent ; by this ue make our 


ealling ſure; and by making our calling ſurr, 


we make our eto ſure. If I ee ” beds 
of f ices grow and flouriſh, I know the ſun” 


.M „ hatk 


oy 
- 

- 
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bath been there, And if I find the fruits of 
obedience in my heart, I may conclude God's 
elefing love hath ſhihed upon me, 2 Thef. i n. 
13. Grd bath from the beginning cheſen, * 
Aalvarion through ſanttification. 3 
ä Take heed of too much violence alter 
the world; the world cools good affections. 
The earth puts out the fire. The world's 
ſilver trumpet ſounds a retreat, and calls men 
off from their purſuit after heaven. The 
world hindered che young man from following 
Chriſt; he went away ſorrowſul ; whereupon, 
faith our Sayiour, How hardly ſhall they that © 
bare riches enter into the kingdom of Gad, Luke 
viii. 24. Demas's religion lay buried | in the 
... earth, 2 Tim. iv. 10. Demgs bath forjaken. me, 
| having loved this preſent worid. It was a fay- 
ing of Pius Quintus, When 1 fuſt entered 
into orders, | had ſome good hope of my fal- 
vation; when I became a cardinal, I doubted 
ol it; bur ſince I came to be Pope, 1 do even 
deſpair of it. Jonathan purſued the victory | 
till he came at the honey comb, and then he 
ſtood ſtill, 1 Sam. xiv. 27. Many are violent | 
for the kingdom of God, till gain, or prefer- 
ment offers itſelf; when they meet with this 
honey here, they ſtand ſtill. The world blinds ' 
men's eyes that they do not ſee the way; and 
fetters their feet thatthey do not fun in the way 
of God's commandments. \.Mithridates, ki kin 
of Pontus, being worſted by the Romans, an 
; .fearing he — not eſcape them, lr a 


| % 2:6 3g » . 1 great 
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had weights tied eo his legs, they would bin- 


bare Chriſt and the world, by cannot 


tions too far in theſe ſecular things 


r ˙²˙⁴—io ̃⅛ . ²˙ ü We YT 
* * 
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gies det ah IG? thi gold to be ſeater 
„which, while the Renan CAA - hls 
were buſy in he got away fem 
theme. The like ſtratagem Titan uſetiu klow. 
ing what teinpting things riches Are, he ches, 
—ç— 2 that while they are eager 2 
gathering theſe; he may kinder them it ett 
"nrfglragh happineſs. 1 have obſerved forme 
ohe he Was ve fehu-like, drive on forioufly/tn - = 2 
the cauſe of religion, when the world hath. \ 
core | thera; their chariot—whedls has 
been pulled off, and they have driven 6h 8 


Were a man to climb up à ſteep rock, 


der his aſſent. Mens golden weights hin. 
der them in climbing up this” fivep/ tbl. 
which leads to ſalvation. he "world's muſic N 
charms men afleep, and' when they te afleepy, > 
they are not fit to work. K cannot Be 


n violently to ao! ee 46” FM 
The ſhip cannot ge flk-fail to thg east Ü 


weſt at the ſame time: fo à man canngt be 
violent for heaven and earth at on, hey ; 


is af} five "Ge the Ward, e Fry N 

heaven. Take heed'of engsging . 
e the 

world as = ſervant,' but do nat * allo on 
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ſin enfeebles ; its like the cutting Sampſons 
hair, and then the ſtrength departs. Sin is 
the ſoul's ſickneſs. Sickneſs takes a man off 
his legs, and doth ſo, deſpirit him, that he 
is unfit "ag any violent exerciſe. A. ſick man 
cannot run a race. Sin lived in, takes a man 
quite off from duty, or makes him dead in it. 
The more lively the heart is in ſin, the: more 
deadl it is in prayer. How can he be cafneſt 
with God for mercy, whoſe heart accuſetk 
him of ſecret ſin. Guilt breeds fear; and that 
which ſtrengthens fear, weakens violence. 
Adam having ſinned, was afraid, and hid him 
ſelf, Gen. iii. 10. When Adam had loſt his 
innocence, he loſt his violence; therefore 
Jay the axe to the root ; let fin be hewn down; 
not only abſtain from ſin in the act, but let 
the love of ſin be mortified, and let every ſin 
be put to the ſword. Many will leave all 
their fins but one; Punt Gn, and loſe one 
ſoul. One ſin is a fetter; a man may loſe the 
race as well by having one fetter on his leg, 
as if he had more. I have read of that great 
Monarch Darius, that * Ih from 25 
he threw away the crown head, 
that he 8 the faſter : ſo 3 an which, 
thou didſt wear as a crown of gold, throw it 
„ chat ch r faſter run to e 
if ; you age = be violent or heaven wake. 
deed of deſpondency of ſpirit... Be ſerious, 
os chearful. He SO ſpirits prefect dai. 


— 
: 


_ ſwiftly to heaven upon SS. 
If you would be violent for heaven; take 


7 : * 
4 ** 8 — - 6 5 ® 
BS | ; SLIP 1 „ 
. * ; : 4 * . 5 : 
with ſadneſs, is unfit to go about His Werke 
Aa * : ef * 


An unchearful heart is unfit to pray, or praiſe 
God. When the ſtrings of a late are wet, it 
will not pur forth any feet harmony. Such 
as go drooping under fears and diſcourage- 
ments, cannot be violent in religion. When a 
ſoldier faints in the field, he ſoon lets falls his 
ſword. David chides himſelf out of his me- 
O my ſau? why art thou diſquicted winbin me ? 
Hope yet! in God. A ſad heart 'makes'a-dult- 
action. We uſe the drum and trumpet in 
battle, that tie noiſe of the trumpet may ex- 
cite and quicken the ſoldiers ſpirits, and make 


them fight more vigoroully. Chearfulneſs is* 
like muſic in battle ; it excites a Chriſtian's 


ſpirits and makes him vigorous and livel7 


in duty. What is done with chearfulneſs is 


done with delight, and the ſoul flies- moſt 
the wings of delight: 8 


heed: of a ſupine lazy temper. © A ſlothfſuln 
Chriſtian is ike a fearful ſoldier that hath 4a 
good mind to the plunder, but is loth to ſtorm 


the caſtle: ſo he would fain have heaven, bur 


ſleep. Many inſtead of working our of fal | 
vation; ſleep away falvation. Such as will not 
labour, mult be put at laſt to beg they mut 


beg as Dives, ſor one drap of unter. ue 
nan ( ſaith Sciomon) pits his band in hit le, 
Prov. Xix. 24. He ſhould have his _— 


Ui 


115 ech, the devil enters and devours them: 
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che plough, and he puts it in his boſom. God 
never made heaven an hive for drones. - Sloth. 
is a diſeaſe apt to upon men; ſhalæe ĩt 
off. A ſhip that is 2 flug is a prey to the pis 
Tate. Jad lu foul is a | 
When the crocodile + 
open, the Indian rat 925 i 
cats his entrails. While men are A in 


Take heed of conſulting with fleſn and blood. 
| As/good-tonfult: with 'the devil as with the 
ffeſh; The fleſh isa boſom traitor. An ene 
my within the walls is worſt. The fleſh cries: 
out, there is a lion in the way. The fleſn will 
bid thee jpare thyfslf, as Peter did Chriſt: O de 
not ſo violent for heaven ; ſpare rhyſelf. The 
fleſh ſaith as Judas, what needs all this waſte ? 
So, hat needs all this praying and wreſtling ? 
Why doſt thaw waſte thy ſtrength? what needs 
all this waſte? The flefwcnes. out for eaſe; 
r is loth to put its neck under Chriſt's yoke. 
The fleſh is for | pleaſure; it had rather be 
gaming, than running the heavenly: race. 
There is a deſcription of fleſkly Pleaſures, 
Amps vi. 4, 5, 6. That lie upon beds: of ivory, 
aud ftreiched ſelves upon their cuucber, baut 
 chajit to the ſound of 
boeols,| and ano int themſelves with the thief." oi 


of the fleſhs. 
Such an one was he of in Bearcłs the. 


atreʒ who: ſtrove to pleaſe all his fie ſenſes at 
oncei He b a room 1 g with 
* 


#6 vil; that drink. wing in 2. 


eter on anon mn . ts. 4. ni 5, 


a Amo 


* HEAVEN: TAKEN, BY STORM. | 2248 
fair pictures; he had che moſt delicious muſie 
he had all the choicg aromatics and — 
he had all the candies and curious preſerves 
of the confectioner; he Was lodged in the bed 
with a beau ws courtezan: thus he indulged 
the fleſh, and ſwore that he would ſpenqd ali his 
eſtate to liye one week like a god, though he 
were ſure to be damned in hell the next day, 
O take heed of holding intelligence with che 
fleſh! The fleſh. i is a bad counſellor. St. Haul 
would ng! confer with fleſp and bleod, Gal:i. 16. 
The fleſh is a ſworn enemy to this holy vid 
lence, Rom. vui. 13. F ge live after, the fg. 
ye ſhall die, You have taken an W e 
tilm to rengunce the fieſh...... 


Take heed of liſtening to the voice e 


- carnal friends as would, call you. off from this 
bleſſed Able Fire when in fps ay 


ſoon. 5 js 0 and by deg 


as infected ne f do to our bote convey 
the plague, The wicked are ſtill difluading 


us. from this violence; they will ſay, it is pre- 


ciſeneſs, and ling 8 As Chriſt's jends 
laid hold on him when he was going to preach, 
Mark ili. 24, They went aut te Jay, bold un bim; 


A 05 . ihe. is, leide We Such as 1 


* Unacqualnt 
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neſs df feligion, judge all zeal frenzy; and 
therefore will lay hold upon us to hinder us 


in this ſacred; violence. When we are earneſt 


ſuitors to piety, our carnal friends will raiſe 
ſome ill report of ir, and ſo endeavour to break 


the match. Galeacius Marquis of Vico, be- f 


ing reſolved for heaven, what a block in his 


way did he find his carnal relations! and What 


ado had he to break through that impedi- 
ment! Take heed of a fnare in your boſom. 


This is one of the devil's great fubtilties, to 
hinder us from religion by our neareſt relati-' 
ons, and ſo to ſhoot us with our own rib. He | 


tempted Adam by his wife, Gen. ii. 6. Who 
pro +7 have” falbsRd the devil there? He 


handed over x temptation to ob by his wife, 


Job ii. 9. Def thou till retain; thine integrity? 


What, See Pearl all' theſe diſaſters that 


have befallen thee, doſt tHou ſtill pray, and 


ſerve God? Throw off his livery, Curſe G 


res die. Thus would: the devil have cooled 
fs violence for heaven; but the ſhield of 
s faith quenched this fiery, dart. Spira's 
Gichds) ſtood in his way to heaven, for advi- 
fing with them about Luther's doctrine; they 
perſuaded him to recant, and ſo openly abju- 


ring his former faith, he felt an hell in his 


conſcience. ' Take heed of ſuch temprers; re- 


ſolve to hold on your violence for heaven, 


though your carnal” ffiends diſſuade you, It 
is better to 3 with their hatred. 


44 4 Fa by: 
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b bal hb lov. - {6 e Jayu 
rome, if. My Parents 1 4 


ſuade me, to deny Shrilt; if my mec 
ſhould ſhew a bre aſls. that: ganas 


ſuck; if my wife ſheuld bs harm IT 
her Rs r= would forlake all and Abe 
Chriſt. Ik oun deareſt friends alive would 514 


in, our way, 5 ran, we mult cither lesp over 
them, or tread 


Take heed 3 3 ſtay G 2 
07 Pitch of grace. Hef that hath the leaſt, 


grace, may have motion, but not violence. 
It is a 157 thing to be. contented with juſt 
ſo m ap grace as will keep life and ſoul to- 
gether, ._ A. ſick. man may have life, but is not 
lively. Grace may live in the heart, but is 


ſickly, and doth not flouriſh into lively: acts. 


Weak grace will, not withſtand, ſtrong temp- 
tations, or: catry through. great ſufferings: it 
will hardly follow Chriſt upon the, water. Lit- 
tle grace will not do God much ſervice. A 
| tree that hath but little ſap, will not have much 
fruit. It may be ſaid of ſome Chriſtians, 


thatt hough — are not ſtill· born, yet they are 5 


ſtarvelings in grace: they are like a | 
comes 110 — 1 the haven. . as 
bour to gro to further degrees of ſanctity. 
The more, grace, the more ſtrength; and * 5 
more ſtrength, the more violence. 

5 Ia: would be violent for heaven, take 
of this, opinion, that. it is nat ſo hard to 
ce ingdom, Jef violence ene 


\ o 
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27 He that thinks be need not run: 4 race fo itt, 
Will be apt to flack his pace. This hath ' un 
done many. Who will take pains for heaven, 
that thinks it may be had at a cheaper rate? But 
if it be ſo * what needs Chriſt ſay, Strive 


«x ay 


&5 in an What needed Paul beat down: 
his body? Why doth' the text ſpeak of taking 
the kingdo force? Is not converſion cal. 


led a new ur- John iii. 7. a creation, Pf. li. 
10. and is that eaſy?'O 15 heed of fancying 
that work eaſy which is both above nature, 
and againſt it. It is as great a wonder for a 
ſoul to be ſaved, as to ſee a mill one to be 
ms up into the middle region: 

2. Uſe thoſe means which will promote this | 
2} 885 violence. : rf . 4 "Rr 

I. Keep up daily ther pra) r is the bel- 
lows 2 4 up fs affections 275 4 Chriſ- 
tian is molt active, when His affections are moſt. 
violent. Prayer keeps the trade of religion 
agoing. Prayer is to the foul,” as the animal 
ſpirits are to the body; the animal ſpirits make 
the body more agile and hvely; ſo doth prayer 
the foul, That the motion of à watch may be 
| quicker, the ſpring muſt be wound u > 'Chriſ- 
. Han, wind up thy heart evety day by rayer. - 
Prayer fercherh in ſtrength flom Chriſt; and 
when his ſtrength cemes in, it ſets the ſoul 
aworking. Prayer leaves the heart in àa gobd 
frame; as the morning ſun leaves a warmth . 
in the room all the day after. When Chriſ- 
tans lay: aſide prayer, or leave on 9 in 


it, 


Ger love wk 
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i, then by degrees they loſe t their” holy. vi- 


115 you would be violent for heaven, To un- 
der hvely preaching. The' word is quick and 
Heb. iv. 12. It puts life i ey: a dead 

heart. It is both a fword to cut down fin, and 
a ſpur to quicken grace. The word is a fire 
to thaw 2 20 heart, Jer. xxiii. 29. 15 not 
ny aeg As good almoſt be without 
preachi under ſuch preaching as will 
ohms cog i l part of the word, not only 

to cb ien but to inflame, Pf: cxix. 50. Thy 
word Bath 2 me, It is the lively dif- 
penſation of the oracles of heaven muſt animate 


| us, . AA make us lively in our operation. 0 | 


Nr vo would be violent for heaven, g 
gut lend fle with love to religion. Thi 
. Ae the rod of myrtle in the traveller's wk, | 
N Peales of) which makes him freſh and 
! in his bd and keeps him from being 
When a man hath warmed himſelf 
be pr ORD now he 1s fitteſt for work, If you. 
would be violent in working out ſalvation, 
warm yourſelves at this fire of love. "A man _ 
| be violent for nothing but what he loyes, - 
hy are ith ſo eager in their putſuit after 
$61; but becauſe 1 love it. Love cauſeth 
delight, and deli 1 violence. What 
made St. oh labour 8 all the dther | 
les?- love conſtrained "him, 7 
205 None like oil to the whe % - 
on, a will never 


. 


F 


cauſe there is ſo little vigilan 
tians neglect their ſpiritual, watch, and grow: 
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weary; you will count thoſe the beſt. hours. 


which are ſpent with God. He that digs, in 


a ſilver vein ſweats, * love tothe flyer makes 
his labour delightful {owe als 
If you would be vialent, be vigilant. The 
prophet ſtood upon his watch-tower, Hab. ii. 
1. Why are Chriſtians fo liſtleſs in — 
work, but becauſe they are ſo careleſs in their 


watch. Did they but watch to ſee how their 
| enemy Ne they. would. be violent to 


ſiſt him: Did they but watch to ſee how 
time runs, or rather flies, they would be 
violent to redeem it: Did they but watch to 


ſee how their hearts loiter in religion, they, 
would ſpur on faſter to heaven. The reaſon, 


there is ſo little violence in religion, is, be- 
ce. When/Chriſ-, 


ſecure, now their motion to heaven is retarded, 


and fatan's motions to ſin are renewed. Our 


ſleeping time, is ſatan's tempting time. 
If you would be violent for the kingdom, 


bind your heart to God by ſacred vows. A, 
ſeryant will be; more diligent afrer he is bound 


to his maſter... Vow to Lore that by his 


grace you will act more vigorouſiy in 


ſphere of religion, Pſ. lvi. 12. Thy: vows; are 
upan me, O Cad. A vow binds. the votary to 
duty. He looks upon himſelf now as under 
a ſpecial pm Bt and that quickens cndea- 
vour. No. queſtion. but a Chrittian may make 


Lal dat he ground of is oral 


good; 


HwAviN FareN zr Ho > + 


good; he vows nothing but what he. is bound 

to do, namely, to walk more cloſely with God. 

Only remember, that we vow not in our own 

ſtrength, but Chritt's. We muſt confide in 

him as well for ſtrengch as righteouſneſs. 

Ta. Av. 24. In the Lord 1 have righteouſneſs 
and ſtrengib. 

If you would be violent for heaven, be ſure 
you make going to heaven your buſineſs. 
What a man looks on as a WHprpyos, or thing 
by che by, he will never be violent for; but © 
that which he makes his buſineſs, he will 8 
indluſtridus about. A man looks upon his 
trade as the only thing to get a livelihood by, 
and he follows i LY BY if we would but 
look upon religion as the main bufineſs wherein 
our favarron'is concerned, we ſhould be vio- 
ent in it, Take X. 42. But vn vb 3 
2 Tit is the one thing, to get and 
raven“ this is the end we came into the world 
for. I we cduld thus look upon the things 
of e a5 bur buſineſs, the one thing, Hour 
E ould we be in the purſuit of ech. f 
ron would be violent, have heaven con- 
banal in your eye. This made Chriſt vio- 
teh: ro the each; he had an eye to the joy 

et before” him, Heb. xii. 2. Set the crown 
eo before you, and that will provoke endea- 
vour. Glory hath an immenſe ſpur. The 
mariner hath his hand to the ſtern, and his eye 
to the ſtar. While we are working, let us 
have an eyr to that place were is Chriſt thet 
TOR”. ot ks brigh 


* 
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bright morning ſtar. . How willingly doth à 
. man wade through a deep water, that ſees the 
dry land before him, and is ſure to be crowned 
as ſoon as he comes at ſhore? Every time 
you caſt your eyes up to heaven, think, above 
that ſtarry heaven is the empyrzan heave We 
I am ftriving for. Thus did Moſes; the ey 
8 of his faith quickened the feet of his cel 
ence, Heb. xi. 26. He looked to the recompence 
1 of reward. When Chriſtians loſe their pro- 
pect of heaven „then they begin to lacken 
their pace in the way thither,, | 
If you would be violent for the kingilom, 
. accompany with fuch as are violent. When 
we want fire, we uſe to go to our neighbours. 
hearth and fetch fire. Often be among the 
godly, and fo you ſhall fetch ſome heat and 
7 quickening from them, Pſ. . cxix. 63. 2. 
2 companiqn of all them that fear thee. Ge 
company quickens. The holy diſc urſe..z 
example of one ſaint, doth wet and ſhar] 
another. The ſaints never go ſo faſt to hear 
as when they go in company. One Chri 
helps forward another. In other races t 1 
are run, many times one hinders another; but 
An this race to heaven, one Chr) 1an helps for- 
ward another, 1 Thef, v. 11. Edify one another, 
. even as alſo ye do. O let not this article of our 
creed be forgotten, The Cemmunion of Saints. ... 
If you would be. violent, never leave till 
you have the ſpirit... Deſire oi God to put 
* the ſweer violence of bis ſpirit; * woos 
begge 


— + OO 
* 4” 


— 
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of the Spirit, Cant. iv. 16. Awake 
O north wind, bis © fouth. When God's ſpi- 
rit-blews-upon. us, now we go full fail to hea- 
ven. When the ſpirit of the living creatures 
was 4n the: wheck, abipdbby: moved, Ezek. i. 
21. The wheels of our endeavour move apace, 
when the Spirit of God is in theſe wheels. See- 
ing.there are ſo many violent winds of temps - 
tation blowing us backward, we had need have 
the violent — of God's ſpirit blowing us for- 
ward to heaven. Let this aufe to have ſpoken 
of the means for this holy violence. | 
But may ſome day, we have uſed this vio- 
ty Hy bw what remains for us to do? 
An the people ſaid to Chnft, Luke i 1.43. Abus 8 
dJbpde?;t 25354 56 n 1 * : 
Tou that have been violent for TRI, (aged ; 
Chriſtians) let me beſeech you ſtill to keep 
alive this holy violence. Not only keep up 
N a er A duty. Remember, you 
within you, which is ready 
| — this bleficd violence. The brighteſt 
coal: hath thofe aſhes: growing on it, as is apt 
to choak the fire. You have thoſe inbretcor- 
ruptions, that like aſhes, are ready to choak 
the; fire of your zeal. How Was Peter's grace 


ales Shen he denied Chridkf: The church of 
edge of 


| $s' loft her keen 
1. . Take heed of declining in your affec- 
tons. Be not dike a body in an atrophy: - be 
moſt violent at laſt. A ſtone, the nearer it i 
the center the mere violent i l in its u. 
4979) ä tion. 


Rev. 


of the 
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1 You have but a little time now to work 
for God, therefore work the harder. De like 
the church of Thyatira, her laß worte ws 
more than her firſt, Rev. ii. 19. Be as the fun 
that ſhines brighteſt before its ſetting: as the 
ſwan that {ings fweeteſt before irs death, Rom: 
xili. 11. Dur ſalvation is nearer than whe you 
believed. If your ſalvation: be nearer, your vio- 
lence ould be be greater. How ſhobld you 
quicken your pace, when you are-within' fight 
kingdom! He is a happy man, of whom 
it may be ſaid, ſpiritually, as of Moſes, literally 
before his death, Deut. xxxiv. 7. His ges 
waxed. not dim, and bis natural force "was not 
abated. So à Chriſtian's force and violence for - 
heaven is not abated: he Abeps che Nn rag 
of his life till laſt. u 1990 eint 
Here is à ſtrong aN i 
Chriſtian. — the way to tlie king- 
dom. Though perhaps thou haſt not a bunch 
of grapes in the way (I mean that joy which 
ſome meet with), yet it as! that thou art 
in the way. Bleſs God that while ſome lie in 
2 duty, God hath given:thee 
an heart to ſeek him, Pf; ev. u. Let theibearts 
of them rejoite that ſeek thi: Lor. Nay, God 
hath not only given cher an heart to do duty 
but to do duty mixed with love, which makes 
it ſavory meat, and to do du ty ſtamped with 
 fervency, which makes it paſs current with 


| God. O bleſs God who hath raiſed thee off 


the bed of Ne non 


613 


foul of 


. "i 
foul for heaven. Ele who: hath made thes 


violent) will make thee victorious,” Wait 4 


while, and thou ſhalt be poſſeſſed of a king- 
dom. When Moſes went up to receive Got's 


commands; he ftaid fix? days on the Mount, 

and on the ſeventł God called to him, Exod; 

xMivI 16. Though we walt long, and have 
yet let us continue 


not che ching waited- for, 


doing our duty: ſhortiy God will call us from 
heaven; Cime up bither, and we ſhall go from 


behold thoſe glorious things which"eye bath not 
ſeen, nor can it enter into man's heart to concei ve. 


But may a child of God ſay, I fear I am 


none of thoſe violent ones that ſhall take 
heaven: I find fuch a deadneſs of heart in 


duty, that I queſtion whether I ſhall ever ar- 
rive at the kingdom. 


This deadneſs of the heart n may "ariſe Eves 


natural cauſes. - Weakneſs of body may octa- 


fion indiſpoſition of mind. Thy prayer may 


be weak, becauſe thy body is weak. A lute 


that is cracked Gin And forth ſo ſweet a | 


found as if it were whole. 


This indiſpoſition of ſoul perhaps is only 
_ caſual, and for a time; it may be in a deep fit 
of melancholy, or in deſertion. When the 


ſun is gone from our climate, the earth is, as 
it were, in deſertion, and the trees are without 
bloſſom gr fruit; but this is only for a time. 


Let but the ſun return again in ſpring, ''”, 
ny the — — and the trees put. 


forth 


the mount of faith, to the mount of viſion, and 


* 
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forth their fruit: ſo when God hides his 
face, there is a deadagſs upon a Chriſtian's 
heart; he prays as if he prayed not. But let 
the fan of, righteouſneſs, return; now he is di- 
vinely 2 and is as vigorous and lively 
* th his operations as ever; he now recovers his 
firſt love: therefore, thou weak Chriſtian, be 
not diſcouraged, ſo long as thou doſt not allow 
thyſelf in thy diſtemper: a dead heart is thy 
burden; look up to Chriſt thy Wr 
who is merciful pay wel thy itifirmities, and 
mighty er e torte Blogts:! 
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1 Plalemis m no lef elegant thanſacred; ! 
it ig calculated for — = Gods 
church in. all times i but eſpecially it is ft for 
N ba Wee times af calas 
e & ew of .Aſaph.': 


hone e maſters of 1 1 alled 8 
on. falm-of . St. Aſaph,” either a he 

compoſed it, or, becauſe. it was committed 
to ling. This holy man here ſeems 
| wich himſelf concerning 
providence. By call God's pro- 


ee 


LS * * 


to 
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vidences to the bar of reaſon, and enquire the 
equity of them. How dorh it ſeem juſt, that 


they who are evil ſhould enjoy ſo much good, 
and thoſe who are. ſhould endure ſo 
much evil? While A faph was debating the 
caſe with himſelf, at laſt hig faith above 


his ſenſe ; he-eonfidered he wicked were 


ſet in Qippery places; and, like ſuch as go 
upon the ice, their feet would ſoon flide ; or, 
like ſuch as walk on mines of owder, the 
would ſoon — up; verſe 18 bis 
both reſolved doubt and compoſed his 
ſpirit. - 
The introduRion inte the Pſalm is not to 
be forgotten, Truly God 1s good to perk fo 
the Hebrew renders it certainly. Without dif- 


pute, this as a golden maxim qnuft be held. 
In the 35 agint it is vox adimirantis ; it 1s ſet 


out by of idmiration, O bow good i is God 


to Pty ö ja angel in heaven can expreſs ! 
The vulgar reads it, veruntanem, yet God) is 


good; as if the Pſalmi Had faid, thongh che 
candle of prof Ls on the wicked, | 
have not only what their hearts can with, b 


more "than their, heart can wiſh, verſe ). An 
though the godly are forely afflicted, ; mitigh 


their drink with weeping ;' yet ;' yet for all 5 
God is goa to Hpuel. Here hs founrain;the 3 


ſtream, the ciſtern : the Hutitain, God 4 * 
ſtream, goodneſs {the ciſtern into 3 
runs, Iſrael. Indeed; Cod it god 70 

5 cn. Fa "The ett rw alan the tt 


7 


— —=#49.. 


a6 well as che roſe. But thnugh G4 l goa r 
all, yet not alike good to all He is good to 
Iſrael in a ſpecial manner. Phe wicked have 


ſparing mercy, but che godiy have ſaving 
2 


And if God be 
is good far his 


good: co his people, 
draw near to 


Far So it is in the text, I is Free 1% 


draw) near to Cd. — d 

+: We * upon che onde in — 
Here is ſomething implied, viz.) that by nature 
we are fat off from God. 


wicted axe eferanged' from 
ſtep a ſinner takes, is 


the wan. Every 


try, Luke xv. 14. was an emblem of the fin 


ner's going afar off from God. How far are 


they diſtant from God, who have been tru- 


only fax om Gad, — Babe 


to be near him. Jer. iv. 10. They bavelvved tis 
wander. . Sm goth not care to be near holineſs. 


1 from God, 
1 | 
e chureh of 
ſigns of God's 
preſence; he: eſtranged himſeif from God as | 


The wicked 
like Cain, who went cuf from 
Lord, Gen. iv 16. yo hey — 
Ged. where were the vifible ſign 


much as he could: he fell; to building, 
fore thinking to drown the noiſe of his con- 
ſcience, as the Italians of old were wont to 

| drown 


near im- 
plies a ſtrangeneſs and diſtance. In our lapſed 
eſtate we loſt tua things; che iiniage of God, 
and communion with Gd. Pi. Iii, J. The 


is further fromm 
God. The prodigal's going into a far coun- 


their father's. 


1 

: 

4 

1 
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: 

/ 
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1 noiſe of . thunder. by ri 
| beſt 


be text falls; into theſe parts: 


1 TR HAPPINESS o {7 
bells. Sinners think God's company may be 
ſpared, Iſa. xxx. 11. Cauſe the- Holy One of 
Iſrael to ceaſe fram before us. Let us ſhut God 


qut of nee , let him be no more named 
among us. 
ee Wey, U u 71 fh Hf 24k 2106. Ait 


A bad eye loves not to de neur 


Let us be deeply humbled ſor dur fall in 
Adam, which hath ſet: us at ſuch a diſtance 
from the bleſſed God. a and earth are 


not ſo fan aſunder as God and the ſinner. The 


further we are from Gods the nearer we are to 


. 1 5 The further a man fails from the eaſt, 


nearen he is to the weſts/ Les us think of | 


returning to God by repentance. Say as the 
church, Hoſ. ii. 7. I will, go and return'to 1 


Int buſband, for theaingas it better touth me than 
. $63 30 tilting da e-] 10K l N 
9128.2 Let us| conſider the text in Theſi. I it 
guad fer me to draw nean 1% GO. 

7; The 
perſon me. 2. The act, draw neat. g. The 
object, God. 4. The excellency of the cl 
it is good 


weld r 121 ei ui ien ad 


The, propoſition is this: That it is a great 
duty incumbent upon.Chriſtians; to draw neat 
Goch. Heb. x. 2 ＋Let us dra near wih a 
true heart. For the illuſtration of the pro- 
— tour things are 16: be enquired into. 
1. Hoy we are capable of drawing near to - 
"avi 2. et draw near to bre. 3. 
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Put a vail upon it, and then Iſraeb might ap- 


S fen 
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The manner of our drawing near eee 
4. Why we m e eee 

N. How we a 
God: - By nature we ſtand in oppolition to 
God. Col. i. 27.  aliexated and enemies.” | Bow 
then can we approach nigh to God ? Iris! | 
through a Mediator. Out of Chriſt Gd ii 


conſuming fire, Heb. aii. 29. But Jeſs Chriſt 
is — Ava: between us and divine juſtice- 


Chriſt, as our high prieſt, aſſumes our fleſh. - 
Chriſt's fleſh is called e a vail, Heb: x. 20. As 
Moſes when his face. hone ſo exceeding bright, 


proach near to him, and look upon him: ſo 
Chriſt having vailed himſelf with bur human 
nature, we may now draw ah rn? God _C 
behold, him. 1b 

And as Chliridbimikes way for us into the | 
hola: aftholies. by his incarnation; ſo by his 
cruciſtion: he died to make God and us 
friends. The divine law being infringed, 
God's juſtice was provoked, and ſatis faction 
— before we could approach to God 
in an amicable way. Now here Chriſt, as our 
prieſt, ſhed his blood for our ſins, and io made 
the atonement, Col. i. 20. mae peace: 
through the. lem of bin erg. As Joſeph be- 


ing ſo great at court, made way far all his 


brethren to draw near into the kings preſen eee, 
Gen. xlvii.. 2. - SoJefus: Chriſt is our Joſeph; - 
A ——— — —— — — WE 
17 N we £ ij c 
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we may draw near, — touch che wp: of the 
e.. 
= F to God? 41 
the uſe of his ordinances. In the Word we 
draw near to his holy oracle; in the ſacra- 
ment we draw near to his table. In the one 
we hear his voice; in the other we have his 
kiſs.” Beſides, we do in a ſpecial manner 
draw near to God in prayer. Prayer is the 
ſoul's private converſe and intercourſe with 
God. Prayer whiſpers in God's ears, "Pf. 
xviti. 6. My prayer came before him, even into 
his ears. In prayer we draw fo nigh to God, 
that we take bold of him, Iſa. Ixiv. 6. God 
draws nigh to us by his Spirit, and v we ware | 
nigh to him in prayer. 
3. The manner of our arvwing near to 
God. God's ſpecial reſidence is in heaven, 
and We draw near to God, not N the feet 
of our bodies, but our ſouls. The affections 
are the feet of the ſoul; by theſe we move 
towards God. David drew nigh to God in 
his deſires, Pf. Ixxiii. 25. There is none on earth 
I defire beſides thee. He did ſhoot his heart 
into heaven- by pious ejaculations. 8 om b 
may have intercourſe at a diſtance. f 
4. Why we muſt draw near to God. Be- 
cauſe he is our Maker; in him we live. He 
hath given us our bodies; they are his curi- 
ous needle-work, Pf. cxxxix. 15. And as he 


hhath wrought the cabinet, ſo he hath put the 


5 ht 
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Jewel i in it, the precious ſoul ; and- ſurely-if we 


had our being from him, we cannot breathe 
without him: there is good reaſon we ſnould 


obſervance. 

God is our beneide he crowns us with 
variety of bleflings ; he gives health and 
* every bit of bread v eat is reached to 
us by the hand of divine bounty. 
not 
that 


Is there 
grout reaſon we ſhould draw near to him 

eds us. Give. a beaſt provender, and 
he will follow you all the field over. Not to 
draw near to him who is our benefactor,” is 
worſe than brutiſh. | 
God is the chief g There. is exiounh 
in God to ſatisfy the immenſe deſire of the 
angels. He is the quinteſſence of ſweetneſs; 
in him all perfections are concentred, wiſdom, 
holineſs, goodneſs: he hath rivers of pleaſure, 
where the ſoul ſhall bathe itſelf for ever with 
| fivite delight, Pf. xxxvi. So that here is 
| nd ſufficient for our drawing near to God; 


approach to its happineſs. - | 
14 1. See the right genius and temper of 4 
tous ſoul; it is ever drawing near to God; 

& loves to converſe with him in private. A 
perſon truly regenerate is not able to ſtay 
away long Som God, Pf. Ixiii. 8: My foul 


but draw near to God. 
— Out of the entire * which he bears to 
22 HEE, 2 


draw near to him reel, e by 


he is the chief good. Every thing deſires wo 


 followeth bard after God. A pious foul cannot. "i 
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God»: It is the nature of love to ae 
heart to che object loved. $5147) 104 ee 
Ile that — his friend will often give him 
* a viſit: he that loves God will viſit him. 
| bes heart aſcends to PO" in a fiery chariot of 
W | 

A us foul cannot but FEAR near to 
God, becauſe of the intimate relation between 
_ God and him. God is a father, Ia. Ixiv. 9. 
Daubtleſs thou art our Father. Doth not — 
child delight to draw near to his father? 
father like to God for love: his children — 
never want: he hath land enough to 
all his heirs. He loves his children ſo entirely, 
that he will never diſinherit them. How then 
can believers keep away from their Father ? 
they no not ev to by! long! out of his 
| ene. rs 

A gracious Gout cannot chooſe: but draw 
near to God, becauſe he hath found ſo much 
- ſweetneſs and content in it. While he hath 
drawn near to God, he hath drawn virtue from 
him. Never did Jonathan tafte fo much 
ſweetneſs when he dipped his rod in the | 
comb, 1 Sam. xiv. 27, as the foul finds in 
communion with God. In drawing near to 
God, a Chriſtian's heart hath been warmed 
and meld the Lord hath. kindled his ſacri- 
_ fice from heaven. In his approaches to God, 
he hath had the illapſes of the Spirit, the in- 
comes of God's ove, the prælibations of 
Ow food hath yum him a * 


by 


Ew .. 


be a loſer. He 


Py 
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by che way; he hath taſted that the Lord is 
good; no wonder then he is fo frequent in his 
hes. to the Divine Majeſty ; he bath 


found the comfort of drawing near to God. 5 


2. It reproves them, who inſtead of draws 
en- draw near to the world. 
The world i 

5 Phil. ui. 19. be mind earthly 
things. A good Chriſtian uſeth the: world for 
N but his main work is to draw 
near to God. Whoever he compounds with, 
and pays ſhort, he will be ſure God ſhall not 


gives God a daily facrifice; 
be follows God fully, Numb. xiv. 14. But co- 


all their time and 


vetuous perſons make the world their treaſure; N | | 


and what is cheir treaſure, that doth moſt com- 
Idlings hve by ſenſe; 


riddles and — to them. 


the fiſh out gf the water. They have the ſer- 
pent's curſe upon them to lick the duſt. 
Things of - g' worldly afpe&t draw away the 


Tertullian ſaith) they uri: 
land, 


paſſage tothe 


; head-piece of wiſdom, xhey would think thus 
with themſelves, if there be any beauty in the 
world; hat is there in God that made it? he 
gives the flower its colour and odour; he gives 
the diamond its luſtre; he | 
3 Sher be wch ſweetneſs; in 
4 25 


ue ralk co ther of draving nigh to God, 
can no more live out of the earth, than - 


God. They are reins of hope, (as | 
Had noe che fall beat off men 


gives food its deli- 1 


. 1 
* 
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erkatures, en is there in God? he » infinitely 
better than all. Shall theſe poor things draw 
off your hearts from God? fhall the drop 
ies us from the fountain?” ſhall the light of 
the taper draw us from the fun ? ſhall we ad- 
mire the gift, and forget the giver? Solomon 
-  Jpeaks of a generation of men, madieſs'is in 
_  #heir beart. Eccle. ix. 3. Sure they who-draw 
near the world, and leave God, madneſs is in 
#heir heart. O how empty and inſignificant are 
all other things without God! they _—_ their 
matter earthly ; in their procuring p I; in 
their fruition furfeiting ; in their duration dy. 
. in their op darnning. 
It reproves them who-drawninh w-God, 
"bur; . 4s hypocritically; they draw nigir with 
3 waa but not witch their heart, Ha. xxix. 
13. T > Joun (nich one) uſe great Tthews off 
adoration, and in their burn lamps | 
to the honour'of God, but no inward:devotion 
can be What is pomp without 
: piety ? Sinners give God the worſhip of theit 
bodies, but keep their hearts for ſomething elſe = 
they love better. The heart is a virgin God 
 kimfelf is ſuitor to. Prov. xxiü. 6. A Jon glue 
me thy heart. To draw near to God Wir the 
body, but not the heart; is to abuſe God. Kt 
is as if one ſnhould come into an ecaries 
ſhop, and afk for cordial water, and he ſhould 
give him an empty glaſs. To drawnigh'ty 
God without an heart, is to play a dendtiot 
and to W n eee 
te. 3- It 
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. It reproves them, ho; inſtead of draw 
ing near to God, draw backs from God: theſe 
are renegadoes; they onee ſeemed to put fortk 
fair bloſſoms, and gave hope of their 
converſion, but their ſpring is changed to au- 
tumn. Either feur of perſecution, or hope of 
preferment hath turned them away from 
profeſſion of religion. Such were Bolſecus, 
Petrus Carolus, and others. "Hoſea viii. 3. 
Jfrasl hath caſt off the thing that is good. At . 
Auſborough the Pa iſts gave ten florins a year 
to ſuch as revolt the Proteſtant faith. 
Men draw back from God, becauſe they never 
had che ſpirit of God to confirm them. Sueh 
as have the Spirit's indwelling, never take their 
final leave of God. The Spirit in the heart is 
called an earneſt, not a pawn. A pawn may 
de called for again, and taken away, but an 
earneſt remains, aid is part of the ſum behind. 
O ow odions is it to bw ark from God! 
The name Judas is had in abomination at 
day. Sure no proteſtant would baptize hi 
child Judas, And how diſmal was his end! 
| he whos had no bowels to an innocent Chriſt, 
his bowels guſhed « out. If it be good to dra, 
near to God, it muſt needs be evil to drgw. 
daek from him, Pſ. XA Vil. 27% Thou Beh 4 
Seed un lem that go a boring from thee." 5 
3. It exhorts us all to draw near to SO — 
te is more ious to draw near to 
ae chan ee be drann hear to Ring 
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ſhould * ſoul g go but to God? Where can the 
bee reſt but in its — . — To draw near to God 
is as well 2 privilege as a duty. There are 
; but two motives I. ſhall uſe ren n 
drawing near to God. . 8 
„ 1. The firſt is in the text; to. draw. a | 
God is a good thing. It is good for me. That 
it is good, appears ſeveral Way8e Go nov login 
1 To draw near to God, is our wiſdom. The 
Price of wiſdom is above rubies, Job xxviii. 18. 
No jewel we wear doth ſo adorn us as wiſdom; 
and wherein is our wiſdom ſeen more than in 
our appropinquation to God? It is judged 
wiſdom to keep in with. great men, Prov. xix. 
„ e e of the prince. 
A prince's loye is mutable. How often doth 
the ſun-ſhine of his royal favour ſet in a cloud. 
But it is wiſdom pg. — near to God; he is 
the ſweeteſt friend, and the ſoreſt enemy. 
To draw near to God is our honpur. les 
counted an honour to converſe with noble per- 
ſonages. What an high dignity. is it, = ge wh the 
great God will ſuffer linful: duſt to draw near 
to him! Surely the apoſtle did 8 
an holy boaſting. 1 John i. 3. Our fallouuſbis 
| 15 with the 1 with his Son Jeſus :. as 
il he had faid, we do not walk with the pedan - 
rics of the world; we are of the blood - | 
of, heaven; we live above other men; our fal- 1 
towfbip i is with the: Father. That the King of. | 
Air} hol — 1 — 
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bid us draw near: this is no ſmall "favour, 
1 Sam. xxii. 2. Every one that was 'diftreſſetd 
andi in debt, drew near to David, and be became 
à captain over them. So that we who are dif- 
5 4 and in debt, may draw near to God; 
and that he will not only be our captain, but 
our hu/band, Iſa. Hv. 3. What tranſcendentdig- 

nity is this! It is a wonder God doth not kick. - 


us out of his preſence; but that we ſhould be 
admitted to ſee the king's face; and that he 


ſhould-ſend us dainties off from his on table, 


is an honour fitter for a than men 


To draw near to God is our ſafety. God is 
a frong tower, Prov. xviii. 10. It is 
times of danger to draw near to a fort or caſtle, 
Hab. iii. 4. — — * 
hands, and there was the hiding 
The horns coming out of God's hands, ae 
his enemies; Fand the hidin 
18 to his 8 wank 85 
— 7 FR hold. "Indeed there is no 
nigh to God. "If the ſheep 
les from the fold, it is in danger of che 
if we ſtraggle - and wander f n Goch 


e a prong ee eee, 


Po dra near to God is our peace. "The. 
only thing which breaks our peace is, when 
_ we'do not keep cloſe to God: but what har: | 
mony; yea heaven is in the ſoul when it draws 
nigh to God! Pf, cxix. 165. Great peace baue 
cbey that love thy law. This peace, ike pearl, | 
en is cordial. David 2 to N 


. for 


good in 


3- 


* 


1766 TIE ; HAPPINESS or 
for he was ever with him, Pf. cxxxix. 17. And 


this made his pillow ſoft-when. he went to ſleep, 
Pf. iv. 8. I will lay me down in peace; as the 


| _ honey-dew falls upon the leaf: O that {weet 
4 Serenity: which drops as honey upon the ſoul, 
while it is drawing nigh to God! How com- 


fortable 1 is it to draw near the ſun! and how 


fſrneet is it to approach 8 805 to che Sun of 


r e 

To draw near to Gud is our Neben 10 is 
Bode drawing near 4 golden mine. If we 
draw near to God, he will enrich us with pro- 
miſes, and divine conſolations; he will enrich 
us with the pearl of price, Epheſ. iii. 9. He will 
reward us as a king, yea as a God. He will 


make over his land and jewels to us; he Will 


fir us the ſpring flowers of joy benen an the 
eſt of glory hereafter. © + 

If we draw near to God, bee N 
to us. If we draw near to him in 
draw near to us in mercy. When the prodi- 
gal approached to his father, his father drew 
near to him, and fell on his neck and kiſſed 
him, Luke xv. 20. If ve draw near to God 
with repenting heard he will draw near to us 
with a compaſſionate . heart. David prayed, 
Pſ. Ix1x; 18. Draw nigh to my ſoul. It is good 
to have God draw nigh to us. How ſweet is 
his preſence! He is light to the eye, joy to the 
heart. How happy was it for Zacheus, when 


Chriſt drew near to him This day ir ſalvation 


| 0 2 0 thy * Luke xix. 9. When God 
draws 


duty, he will 
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draws near to the foul; heaven and Glvation: Th 


draw heary- 0011 e SAT DH 37097 5 


2. There is a time eomiug . we. - ſhall 
wiſh: we had drawn near to God We are 
ſhortly drawing near to our grave, Pf. cvii. 
18. They draw near unto © the gates of death. 
The wicked who care not 0 God, yet at 
death they would draw near to him. Then 
they cry as Matt. viii. 25. Lord ſave us or we” 
periſÞ; then mercy, mercy. They run to God 
in diſtreſs, as in a ſtorm men run to a tree for” 
ſhelter; but God will not ſhelter his enemies. 
The Lord gives the ſinner abundanee of 
mercy in his life time, (as you haye ſeen a 
loving nr WOE LOIN gal fon with mo- 
ney. to ſee if he can reclaim him) but if che 
ſinner be not wrought upon with mercy, then 
at death the ſun of mercy ſets, and a dark 
night of wrath overtakes the ſinner. They 
who would not draw nigh to God as a friend, 
God will draw nigh co them as an ene | 

How ſhall we do to draw near to G * 
Let us contemplate the excellencies of God, 
He is the God of glory, Pſ. xxix. 3. full of ori- 
ent beauty: in compariſon of whom both er | 
gels and men are but as the /mail duff of the | 
balance. He is the God _ 2 Cor. xii. 11. 
who triumphs in acts rey. Well may 
this encourage our app action to him who de- 


lights to diſplay the banner of free grace to : 
ſinners. If we ſhould hear of a perſon of ho- 


nn * was of a lovely diſpoſition obliging 0 


all that came to him by acts 1 
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civility, it would voor ag us ambitiouſly; Tn 


to ingratiate ourſelves with him, and get into 


his acquaintance. , God is the moſt ſovereign, 
good, the wonder of love, ready to. diffuſe the | 
Nw ſtreams of his bounty to indigent erea- 
tures; this if any thing will make us willing ta 
draw near to him, and acquieſce in bm as the 
center of felicity. '. 71 Y 4 
If we would draw near to God, let us dy 


our own wants. Let us conſider in what need 
ve ſtand of God, and that we cannot be happy 


without him. The prodigal never drew near 
to his father, till he began to be in want, 


Luke xv. A proud ſinner who was never con- 
vinced of his want, minds not to come near 
God; he hath a ſtock of his onto live upon, 


Jer. ii. 31. Me are Lords, we will came ud more. 


unto thee. A full ſtomach deſpiſeth the honey 


comb. It is the ſenſe of want brings us near 


to God. Why did ſo many lame and parali- 


tical reſort to Chriſt, but becauſe they wanted 


a cure. Why doth the thirſty man draw near 


a fountain but becauſe he wants water. Why 


doth a condemned man draw near his Prince, 
but becauſe he wants a pardon. When a poor 
foul reviews its wants, I want grace, I want 
the favour of God, I am damned without 
Chriſt; this makes him draw near to God, and 


be an earneſt ſupplicant for mer. 
If we would draw near to God, let it he our 


care to clear our intereſt. in God, Heb. x. 7 ? 
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hi bow near in full aſſurance of faith. When 


we know him to be our God, then we draw -. 
near to him. The ſpouſe, by virtue of the 
conjugal union, draws near to her huſband; *' 
Pſ. xlviii. 14. This God is our God. < | 

Let us beg the Holy Spirit. The Spirit 
of God hath a magnetical virtue. Corrup- 
tion draws the heart from God; the Spirit 
draws it to him, Cant. i. 4. Drew me, we will 
run after thee. The Spirit, by his omnipotent 
grace, draws the heart to God not only ſweet- 
ly; but agen | , 

Let us get our hearts fired with love to 
God: which way the love goes, that way the 
heart is drawn. If God be the treaſure de- 
lighted in, our hearts will be drawn- to him. 
Servile fear makes the ſoul fly from God 5 ſa- 
cred love makes it fly to his 
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THE END, 
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